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PIIEEACE. 


It is very possible tlftit, liaJ 1 taken a leaf fro.n 
the liook of modern phiy-rvi-iglits, and “adapted’' 
tliis little story, I might liave rendered it even more 
interesting than it is in its*present sliapc. But' 
there were two reasons which caused me to refrain. 

In tlie first place, it would, according to my ideas, 
he not exactly f;ir to treat the pr^iduction of another 
man in such an unceremonious fashion ;—and then 
again tlierS was a second, and more ignoble motive, 
namely, that Gcrstaecker's peculiar style has already 
become so familiar to Englis-h readers, that the 
attempt at deception would be too transparent. 

I have, therefore, confined my alterations tc a 
very limited field. 1 liave ventured slightly to 
Andicise the name of the hero ; I have toned down 
those passages in which there is any allusion to 
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religion ; and, finally, I Lave cut out a vast quan¬ 
tity of bad language, uliieli Germans, like parrots, 
evince a peculiar aptitude in picking up. 

Witli tLese sliglit e.xccptions, I may asisumc tlie 
merit of having ren icred a faithful tran.slation of 
tlie original work. 

L. W. 

KcNStNGTOX, Muicll. ].S, 
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CIIAPTEE I. 

!>■ WHICH WE IKTRODHCE THE BEAUEB TO THE Hf^EO 
OF THE TALE. 

A Herman colony in America. The old miser and his foster son. 

Frank's friends. A sorrowful parting. 

At no gro.at distance from the little town of TTudson, 
on the river of the same name in the United States, 
a colony of Germans established themselves some 
twenty years ago, and through industry and jierseve- 
r.ane(' nearly all «f them enio}a'd a certain degree of 
prosperity, stood in good ^dour fiith the Americans 
of the vicinity, and lived with them in peace and 
amity. 

Jly the name of Americans wo mean, in this 
instance, the white population of the country—that 
generation of Europeans, the produce of immigration, 
who had, long before our tale commences, driven 
th(.‘ red natives and former owners of the soil into 
the wild deserts of the far West. These gentry term 
th(nn.selves, and somewhat pretentiously too, Ameri¬ 
cans e.rce/Zcace, just as if America were ^not an 
immense territory, and that, in addition to this part 
of the whole—in addition to the United States—it 
did not contain Canada and Mexico, the whole western 
B 
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coast range, Central and South America, with IBrazi], 
Chili, Peru, the La Plata states, and several other 
smaller kingdoms. 

We said just above, that nearly all the members of 
the small colony en joyed a certain degree of prosperity, 
and it is to one of the minority that wc must, in the 
first instance, introduce the reader. 

This was a very aged man, the first settler in the 
noighbourliood, and who, if the neighbours could be 
b(dj*ved, must be immensely rich, as he bad sold the 
wdiole of Ids farm in small parcels for building pur¬ 
poses, and that too at an CTiormous j)ricc. lie asserted, 
however, that he had lost the whole of his fortune 
in unsuccessful speculations, and he now lived in 
a poor little cabin, in such want and s(,‘clusion, that 
the neighbours at last—however much they might 
shake their heads over it at first—won; forced to think 
that the man was really as poor as he stated. 

Kaspar itothhayn—for tluat was his name—tho¬ 
roughly starved hfiusclf, fn the true sense of the 
term. While his neighbours eiijoyc'd—.as is the 
custom in America—meat, and other nourishing arti¬ 
cles of food, at breakfast, dinner, and supper, be 
cluiwed his dry broad, or, at the most, reg.aled himself 
with a thin water-gruel, so that the s('til'ers more than 
once assembled and proposed to give him relief, for it 
seemed as if he was on the point of dyijig from want. 
In such cases, however, proofs to the contrarj' were 
strangely discovered ; and there were men in the set¬ 
tlement who stated that old Rothhayn was richer than 
all of them put together, but that he had buried his 
money in iron pots, instead of letting it serve as a 
blessing to mankind, by displaying it in the bright 
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snnsliinc,—in a word, that he was the richest old 
miser the world ever saw. 

This would have been all very well, if he had 
starvc'd alone; in that case, the neighbours would, 
probably, not have troubled themselves much about* 
him, for ho was uncourteous and harsh to ei ca-ybody, 
aud at times folk really fancied that he evc'u be¬ 
grudged them the sunshine, which he was eom])i'lled 
to share with them. But ho had a hoy living with 
him, whose parents had died years before iu Aim'eiea, 
and who now stood all alone in the world, and far from 
eating the bread of charity with the old miser, was 
forced to work from daybreak to night, whih^ ('arning 
liardly aud sourly enough, the ^•'ew crumbs which the 
old man almost counted out to him daily, with many 
a bitter rejiroach. 

By' brdak of day* ho was obliged to be up and 
prepare their scanty meal; then start for the field, 
and cultivate the small st ock of vegetables which they 
required for the bare supjtort of existence; and then 
thii old man was stern and unkind to him, allowed 
him no libwty, and scarcely .any pleasure' in the wide 
world. 

TIu' neighbours would gladly have taken the iiulus- 
trious lad, and paid him excellent wag('s for his labour ; 
but when the old man perceived anything of the sort, 
he woidd become much kinder to him, would tell him 
that he must not leave him, .as ho was the sole sup- 
])ort of his old age, and promised that when ho died 
his boy should have all he had to leave—the little 
cabin and the garden. 

Frank, that was the boy^’s name, was much too 
good tempered to bear any malice against the ci’abbed 

B 2 
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old man, and one kind word generally dissipated all 
the painful and cruel reminiscences which former 
scenes with his guardian had evoked. 

About two hundred yards from old Kothhayn s 
cabin, and only separated from it by a little wood, 
much overgrown with underwood, lay another little 
farm, which also belonged to a German, Wolfram by 
nam(!. Gld Wolfram w'as, in some measure, tlie 
counterpart of his neighbour Jlothhayn, even ii not 
so#^Ta\ iug—or, if the neighbours were right — so 
rich as the hitter; but lie was ill-tempered and had 
scarce any friends, altliough it was a very ])leasant 
custom in the settlement that the neighbours should 
visit each other at fjmes, talk about their (;roj)s and 
manner of cultivation, and impart to one anotlser 
many useful hints, which they had learned fjoin the 
large and valuable volume of e.xperience. And (dd 
llothhayii he hated more than any one else. 

AA’^olfrain had his family—wife and child and old 
grandmother—living with’him, and the child was a 
little girl—such a pretty, dear little creature as ever 
had tlie blue sky above', and the flower-enamelled 
earth beneath her; and the mother loved the little; 
being more than herself, and nursed and cherished 
her like the apple of her eye. ]3ut the father did 
not make much of her, was often harsh and unkind 
to her, and frequently said that a girl was of no 
use, either in the forest or the field, with the axe or 
with the plough. But in this he was quite wrong, 
for lUlen, though only nine years of age, helped 
actively in the house whenever she could, and as far 
as her strength permitted: she carded wool and 
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spun, and was never so pleased as when slie could 
afford her parents any assistance. 

]''rank and irden had not only been playmates 
from their earliest youth, but Wolfram’s wife loved 
the boy for his quiet, regular behaviour, almost at» 
much as if he were her own child. IS'otliir.g grieved 
her so much as to be obliged to see how badly the 
lad fared in the house of his old guardian, witlioutlier 
being able to do anything by which to fuq)rovo his 
jiosition. Old Wolfram, on the other hand, eould,iiot 
bear the lad, although he had never gi\en him any 
occasion for his eninitj"; and (hi.s repugnance increased 
more and more, as he saw that his wife loved Prank, 
and he .at last forbade the pool? lad the house, which 
had lately become to him more than his own home. 
The poor boy could no longer visit his good mother, 
as he called ^Madame AVolfram; and he could only 
(-hatt('r with Helen for a quartern of an hour now and 
tin'll, when he rne^t her accidentally on the road, for if 
the father had noticed tliis after* his prohibition, he 
would have been terribly angry. 

Thus tlun the May month arrived, and with it the 
period at which we will commence our story, when 
I'rank one morning met hi.s little' friend; but ho could 
luit sjn'ak with her, as lier father was coming close 
behind lier through the wood, and llehm only found 
lime to whisper him that he must come that afternoon 
to their garden liodge, as she had something very sor¬ 
rowful to tell him, aud that she was going away to a 
large town. 

Prank stood quite speechless from dismay, until old 
Wolfram’s harsh greeting brought him again to his 
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senses. He crept home all confused, and did not 
attend when old Eothhayn abused him for staying 
away so long, and robbing him of his time; he only 
thought of the afternoon, when he would see his dar¬ 
ling little Helen for the last time, and was glad when 
the old man sent him on an errand to the neighbouring 
town, which would give him leave of absence at least 
till evening. If he made haste, ho could easily be back 
by the right time, and he really ran as if he had com¬ 
mitted some bad action, and was trying to escape his 
own conscience—which, however, cannot bo cfTected, 
not even if wo were able to fly through the air. 

Much sooner, then, than his guardian could have 
anticij)ated, he had returned; and when he bounded 
along the narrow path*through tho wood, which h‘d to 
Mastin' 'Wolfram’s house, and met Helen at the gar¬ 
den gate, who stretched out her little hand to him 
sorrowfully, nuJ said, “ Good b)'o, Frank !”—his heart 
grow so heavy that tho tears filled his eyes, and he 
would probably haifc cricdi bitterly, h.ad ho not been 
ashamed to lot Helen seo anything of tho sort. 

“ I must go .away from here, Fr.ank,” said the little 
girl -, “ I’m going to live with a relation at llochester, 
and bo sent to school ; and when I’m grown up 1 
shall come back.—Good bye, Frank, till then.” 

“ Good bye, Helen! ” Frank said, in reply; “but 
I’m very sorry you’re going aw.ay. I’ve a groat mind 
to run away too.” 

“ Be a good boy, Frank,” the little girl, however, 
said, aiiil it was a pretty sight to see her advising a 
lad so much older than herself, “ you will surely not 
leave tho old man alone. My father often scolds me, 
even perhaps when I do not deserve it, but still he 
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loves me dearly, and I ready believe I should die if 
any harm were to happen to him—and I’m certain 
that would be the case with your father if you left 
him. Still, I would not go away, unless my parents 
sent me,” she added in a whisper. 

“ But you are much better than I am, Helen,” 
Frank said, “I will obey you, and when you come 
back, you shall hear how good I have been.” 

“When I come back. I’ll bring you a present,” 
said Helen. Frank smiled through his tears, it 
seemed to him comical enough that the little girl 
meant to bring him, a great boy, sonietliing from 
town: still he squeezed her hand, and when she with¬ 
drew it and said good bye oncJ more, promising that 
she would often think of him, ho turned away I'roni 
her and walked slowly into the wood, for he was 
crying bitterly, and he could not have rejiressed his 
tears, (weii if Helen had really laughed at tliem. But 
she did not Inugf !; she walked slowly home, and was 
very, very sorrowful—she *did not* know exactly why, 
lor was she not to come back again, when she had 
grown a gfcat girl! 
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CHAPTEE IT. 

WTIAT HAPPENED TO FEANK ]N THE WOOD. 

A. ^'viTipnse w ■wood. T\iO o\d mftiv Tooocy. llic* 

npy. Trw\VH ^vwVw^rd ipo»\l\on Awd Tolvmv \\onve, PvotV 
tlospair. The night excursion, Tlie lost treasure. 

Death of the old man. 

Prank walkccl, as wc said before, very, very sorrow¬ 
fully lioinewartls. Ho paid no attention to the path, 
for he kiunv every bush, and as it occurred to him 
that it might bo a little too early to present himself 
Wi'ore \ns father, for he had run at a great spi-ed, ho 
seated h'nnself on a fatten tree houeath the fragrant 
blushes—-and it did him an immensity of good, to he 
aWo to think Iici'O, without fear of interruptiou, over 
all that now lay so heavy on his heart. 

lie had heen scaled here for about an hour, and 
the sun had sunk deep in tho west. In America, 
however, the twilight is romarkahty shorty amt niglit 
follows close upon the actual sunset: he dared not 
stay out long after dark, as his fostor-fathor woxdd be 
angry with him; and ho was just rising to return home, 
when he heard a rustling, and directly afterwards 
licavy footsteps in the yellow fallen leaves, drawing 
■nearer and nearer. 

At first he xKas ahout to go a'way, not earing 
whether, any one saw him here, when suddenly ho 
remembered that the road to Hudson was in exactly 
the opposite direction from this wood 4 and if his 
guardian heard that he had been wandering about 
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hero, lie would receive harsh words, perchance blows 
—and Frank feared the disgrace of a blow, more than 
the severest treatment and punishment. He, there¬ 
fore, remained quietly seated beneath the shade of the 
dens(( hmslies, intending to await the passing of the ' 
accidental wayfarer, when he recognised through a 
small clearing, his guardian, who came panting on, 
with a spade in his hand, and.a smaW, hut apparently 
very lieavy, bag on his shoulder. He often stopped, 
either to rest liimself or to listen, for ho turned -his 
head l■alltiously in every direction, and then continued 
his p grei.s, diii etl- toward Frank. 

H( had already come so near, that Frank was on tho 
poi!i( of stej>piiig forwiird and givihg up him.sclf uncon¬ 
ditionally to the old man—for he believed, and i\ot in- 
coi loctly, that it would he better to appear than bo 
discovered her('—when oldllothhayn s\iddenly stopped, 

• vii't his s/wde against a tree, and Ciiutiously' lifted 
i/j. hi" from his Shoulder on to tho ground, as it 
sconicd, with iho oxorikm iff his utmost stroiigth. It 
souixied exactly as if there were money in it, and 
Fj'aidt start»d at the sound—he did not know precisely 
why. 

Hothhayn allowed himself no time for rest, but had 
hardly laid his tinkling burden on the ground, ere he 
first listened cautiously for any suspicious sound, and 
till'll dug a narrow, but deeji hole, in which ho thrust 
the bag, and carefully stamped down the earth again. 
'When this was done, he coWeeted a\\ the \ittle e\oda 
of earth, as far as the darkness allowed him, which lay 
around, and might betray the fact that tho ground had 
been recently disturbed. Then, draw'ing a couple of 
boughs over the spot, and destroying every trace 
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with the leaves, he shouldered his spade once more, 
and crept as quicklj as he could borne from the 
gloomy shade of tlje wood, for he was frightened at 
night even to cross the threshold of liis door, and 
' notliing would have induced him to go tlirough the 
wood in the dark. 

“ AVhat could the old man have buried there ? ” 
thought Frank, and remained motionless from sur¬ 
prise, long after the steps had died away. “ Money ? 
—it sounded like it; but, gracious ! if he had so much 
money in copper cents, he would never starve himself 
so. Xails ?—but then, why should he want to bury 
them so secretly — nobody would steal them from 
him.” ' 

]<'rank rubbed his' forehead, and could not possibly 
account for the circumstance, when he suddenly fan¬ 
cied he again Inward a rustling, and, on looking up, he 
liad almost cried aloud from surprise; for, on the 
same spot where his guardian had 'just been digging, 
now si.ood no one else than AFolfram, Helen’s father, 
regarding the spot attentiycly and the trees around; 
and it was easy of recognition, for a dead tree, 
which lay there, served as an excellent mark. When 
he had noted all carefully, he crept away into a thick 
bush, and Frank could distinctly hear him retiring 
slowly and as quietly as possible. 

Frank was petrified with surprise, and at one 
moment was almost inclined to jump out and tell the 
man that he had seen him, when the fear he always 
felt of old Wolfram restrained him. What could he 
have said either, if the latter had asked him how he 
came to be there, and what he w'as doing at night in 
the wood ? At last Frank sprang up in terror, and the 
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stealthy behaviour of the two old men, who detested 
one another so cordially, made him feel so uncomfort¬ 
able, that he seized his cap, and bounded homewards 
through tlie wood, as fast as his legs would carry 
him. 

On arriving at a short distance from the house, ho 
hesitated oi-c he entered it, until it was perfectly dark : 
for he felt so cxcitcid, that he fancied the old man 
must notice directly that something e.vtraordinary had 
happened to him. And then, too, he did not resdly 
know what to do, whether to confess voluntarily what 
he had seen, or w hether it would be better not to trou¬ 
ble himself about it, and so at least escape any inquiry 
as to what had taken him at sucl! an unusual hour to 
such an unusual spot, llis good, upright heart, how¬ 
ever, liiially gained the victory over all a])prehcusions 
about what might happen to himself; and when ho at 
last crossed tlio threshold, whoso joyless s.anctuary be 
called his homo. Be had firmly determined on con- 
ii^ssing everything to the ©Id man. lie had done 
nothing wrong, and, consequently, had no cause to 
feel ashameci, or shun the light. 

And } et he was compelled to force himself to execute 
this praiseworthy design, for old llothliayn was, on 
this evening, more quarrelsome than ever; would 
scarcely hear how he had executed his commission at 
Jludson—for he had only sent him there to get him 
out of the way while ho W'eiit to the wood—and then 
ordered him to cut a piece of bread for supper and go 
to bed. 

Trank, though usually obeying every command so 
dutifully, hesitated—his heart beat audibly, and he 
knew not how to begin, until the old man at last 
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addressed him angrily, and he saw that excuses and 
apologies would no longer avail him. But he had 
scarce mentioned that evening, and that he had been 
in the wood and had se(!n something, when old 
Rothhayn suddenly ruslu'd at him with a fixed, horri¬ 
fied glance, seized him by the collar, and poured out 
such a flood of objurgations and cpiestious, that Frank 
could not at lir,st got a chance of speaking, and only 
the more confused the half-raving man by his partial 
revelations. 

With immense difficulty Rothhnyn at length com- 
jirehended the me.auing of the whole, that he had not 
only had witiies.sos of his so carefully executed sti’a- 
tagem, but that somb one was still watching—and his 
hair stood on end at the thought—to rob him. Frank 
was no longer in doubt cither as to what the buried 
object was, for the miscT rushed frantically up and 
down the little room, tore his hair, and lamentc'd that 
all which he had been able to s.avN; by a life of self- 
denial had fallen into tlie hands of a robber; for 
Frank could not find the heart to mention the name 
of Helen’s father, though burdened with such a heavy 
cause of suspicion. At last, however, being tor¬ 
mented with the idea that this man might have meant 
harm, and that it could not have been accident alone, 
that had brought him so secretly and cautiously into 
the wood, Frank advised his foster-father that it would 
be better to go back directly and secure the buried 
treasure, than leave it longer exposed to such a risk ; 
and Ife even offered to accompany him. The old 
man, however, at first rejected this offer, for two 
reasons. 

Above all, he distrusted the boy, who, he thought, 
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might have formed a design to get possession of his 
treasure, and now wislicd to discover the exact spot. 
It is the curse of all bad men to see, in every one tliat 
crosses tlieir path, the reflected image of their own' 
heart, and to pass their days in fear and suspicion; 
ivhile tlie good man trustfully looks in the face of 
every stranger, and his path is strewn with flowers, 
that of the other man is beset with thorns. And 
tlien, again, even the hidden treasure was hardly a 
sufllcient motive to expel the fear which the foolish 
old man entertained of the gloomy wood. 

He was not afraid of ghosts—at least he said so, 
and often ridiculed such terrors;—he knew, too, that 
the little wood could not serve as it hiding-])lace I'or any 
dangerous robber; but something in his bosom drove 
the blood in an icy stream back to his heart, when ho 
found himself alone in the dark, and the consciousness 
tliiit he had not acted in a way which he could account 
for hereafter caused him, probably, to fear on earth 
that which men usually awatt before the throne of the 
Almighty. 

Prank, athirst, stood all amazed before the old man, 
whom he had never seen in such a fearful and unna¬ 
tural statii of cxeitement, and quite forgot to ask him 
how he had obtained this laigi; sum of money so 
suddeidy. But when the first excitement was passed, 
and tiie old man began to piu’ceive that there was 
really not much time to lose if he wished to save his 
money, the fear of the loss grew more powerful than 
that of any evil spirits. So, seizing the lad’s arm, 
with the spade in his hand, and a large knife in his 
waist-belt with which he meant to defend himself— 
he did not know against whom—he tottered in 
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feverish haste toward the wood, where he had buried 
his treasure in sucli an insecure place of concealment. 

On the road, too, and for the first time in his life 
that he had deigned to address the boy on sucli a 
* subject, he told liim in a whispering, hoarse voice—ho 
only spohe tliat it might not feel so horribly silent all 
around,—that he intended to sell his little house, as 
it cost him too much money to keep it up, and take a 
room in some private dwelling. He had, therefore, 
buried his so carefullj'-aequired fortune—a bag of 
copper—wilhout in the wood, for men were wicked, 
and conlidonce was no longer to be placed in any 
one. 

Trank spoke not a word, but his heart ached when 
he heard the old man talking in this strain, and he 
only walked on the quicker, in order to rcaich their 
destination as soon as possible. Old Hothhayn seemed 
to hav(! grovMi a little calmer through tlu' walk and 
conversation, or else had become still more frightened, 
for he did not say much,"but frequently stopped, and 
peered out into the darkness. Nothing, however, was 
to be heard therc^, save the melancholy, iComplaining, 
cry of the whip-poor-will, a species of small night 
swallow, or the h'.arfully-sounding to-whoo of the 
owl, which, startled^by the unusual visitors, fluttered 
deeper into the wood to recommence its concert. 

Trank, however, was perfectly acquainted w ith his 
road ; then! was scarcely a hollow or fallen trec^ which 
he could not recognise—many of them he had himself 
felled,—and so he walked on confidently in this appa¬ 
rent labyrinth, until they reached the little clearing 
where he hud been sitting that evening, and had been 
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an involuntary witness of the coiieealment of the 
mone_y. 

“ ll(TO is the place,” the hoy said suddenly; and 
the old man trcmlded in all his limbs at these words. 

“ 'Where—where ? ” he cried, and did not at first 
recoguis(! the place which he had chosen, from its 
being, as he fancied, so secret and secure. Soon, 
hoKcvcr, lie perceived agaimt the lu’ight, atarry aky, 
the old withered tree, wiiicli stretched out its sapless 
branches like gigantic arms and claws; but, at fjie 
same time, feeling among the roots with his trembling 
hands, he ntteri'd a fearful yell; the hole was 02 )en, 
the wood ho had drawn over it removed, tho earth 
had been dug out, and the money had disappeared. 

“ (lone, gone, gone—all gone! *’ ho shouted, throw¬ 
ing himself frantically on the ground, and tearing his 
hair, “(lone! my all, my life’s blood and joy! my 
gold, my gold, my gold!—Hut you know Avherc it is.” 
11c then sprang uptmddeidy, and flew' at the horrified 
lad’s throat, which he clutched with'his bony fingers ; 
“ You must confess who stole it, even if I must drasr 
out Hie secret from you with your life.” 

h'rank required all his strength to liberate himself 
from the madman, for he was almost strangled; but 
he did /lof confess who tho man was he had seen, for he 
conhl not bear to betray tho father of his little Helen, 
even though ho was inclined to shed tears of blood 
at tho thought that he could be such a dreadfully bad 
man. “I believe I should die if any harm hajipened 
to him,” she had said, and these words ever sounded 
in his ears ; he did not hear anything the frenzied old 
man shouted. 
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BiOthhayn’s strength, howerer, soon deserted him ; 
fear, fury, despair, with the unusual exertion during 
the day, might certainly have done their part; but lie 
suddenly loosed his hold of the boy, tottered back 
• a few steps, and then fell senseless to the ground. 

Frank attempted to bear him home, but for that he 
was too weak ; he then fetched some water in his 
cap, bathed his temples with it, gave him a little to 
drink, and brought him to his senses, so that he rose 
.vW slo»h- walked homewards. But he hud scarce 
recovered Buflicieiitly to realise the loss ho had 
sustained than his fi-cnzy recommenced. lie accused 
Frank of the robbery, declared that he would give him 
in charge the next day, and force him to reveal his 
accomplices, and uttered such terrible blasphemy at 
the same time, that Frank at last felt quite alarmed. 
He would have summoned assistance, but the old 
man would not let him leave the house ; and while he 
still yelled and complained, and cursed and blas¬ 
phemed, his face'grew gradually paler, his eye more 
glassy, his veins swelled as if about to burst, and 
when he threw himself once again on. the ground, 
tearing his hair and entwining his bony fingers, he 
suddenly sprang up, uttered a fearful yell, and fell 
back, his whole length, upon the ground. 

He was dead—and as Frank bent over him, and 
tried to rccal him to life, and the old man became 
colder and colder under his hands, at length ho 
comprehended that all help was here fruitless, and 
God had summoned the old man before his judgment- 
seat ; but that himself was left destitute in the world, 
and could wander whither he listed, with his deep, 
bitter sorrow gnawing at his heart. 
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It is wonderful to notice how equally on this earth, 
sorrows, sufTorings, and pleasures are allotted to us poor 
mortals, each according to his strength. The young 
child experiences, in proportion to its own little heart, 
the same grief about a broken toy, as tlie man, whoso 
life’s hopes have been annihilated—at the moment, at 
least, it feels it equally deeply. The schoolboy, who 
lias not learned his lesson, frequently stands—though 
his heart may bo so pure and innocent—with the same 
fear, the unitw hentw" henrt, before ]iis frowmeg 
toucher, us the grown-up criminal before bis judge. 
With ouryciars our strength increases; but our sorrows 
do not decrease—they grow with them. The broken 
toy is succeeded by the puuishineut of the school¬ 
master, the latter by the first parting from home; and, 
as we grow older, ah! then sorrows come in batta¬ 
lions, and we consider each the worst, with which 
God has chastened us, until the succeeding one 
teaches us that wc \fcre mistaken. Sorrows resemble 
the waves, which raise their cS’csts menacingly against 
the sailor; those nearest ever appear the largest, and 
most dangerous—further back, they become smaller 
and smaller—until, in the extreme distance, the sea 
seems c.alm and gentle; and yet they are all equally 
menacing and tremendous, and our vessel of life, 
guided by God’s hand, glides gently aud safely over 
them. 
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OIIAPTEr. ITT. 

now PUANK WENT OPT INTO THE WOULD TO SEEK 
Ills rOllTUNE, AND WJIAT HE I'OUND. 

Prank’s prospects. TTis dctcrniin.ation to seek liis fortnne. 
]\lccting with u stranger. A. projmsition. Shejilierds real 
and ideal. Old Tom Brcndall. Hey for Brazil! 

AVjien WO sit cozih" aiul qni(?t]y in oiir little room at 
liomo, and look out of tlio window, tliouolits frequently 
oeeur to us of foreign parts—of tlio wide, wide world, 
liow things may look out there, and what folk are 
doing in them. And then perhaps may recur to us 
what wo have read and lu'ard about them—that the 
])ersons there are cold and inhospitable, wIk'u we do 
not bring pockets full of money with ns—that each 
retires into his house, like a snail into its shell, and 
will leave us standing in‘'the strc'et with our thoughts 
and cares. Wc gaze then, perchance, at the blue 
mountahis on the horizon, so I'ar away ? hat they can 
scarcely be distinguished from the azure sky stretched 
out above them, and think that this chilling and foreign 
world commences there—there we should feel solitary 
and desolate, while here we know every tree, every 
roof, and fed ourselves at homo in each street and 
lane. 

AVe do not at such time remember generally, that 
this world, liiiiciod so remote, coimneucea with the first 
footstep we take from our own door—that it often lies 
on this side of that blossom-covered tree, wliose 
fragrance the evening breeze is wafting into our study. 
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C’ircuiristanpes may arise in 'vvliieli tliS ground really 
disappears from beneath our feet, and where we enter 
a strange' world in our own home, and in those rooms 
wliieh witni'ssod the frolics of our youth, and we fly 
in te'rror and dc'sjiair from the places which have 
hitherto been so dear and sweet to us, because tlic 
ha])py time is past, and the present lias become so 
mournful. 

It was a similar feeling that assailed Frank AVild- 
juau’s heart, when he cut his pilgrim’s staif out of'’a 
young hickorv bush, and turned his face once again 
towards the spot which till now had been his home, 
lie had not experienc('d much lui^ipincss there; no 
loving mother had fondled and car,ed for him, no kind 
paternal hand had indicated to him the path on which 
he would have to perforju bis life’s pilgrimage; ho 
left: no brother or sister behind in the desolate rooms— 
only an old man, who had frequently been harsh, 
unkind, and unjust to him. But the old man now 
lav in there stark and dead \ipon his hard couch—the 
house which had hithc'i'to atlbrded him a shelter was 
sold, for the mc'ws of the death had scarce become 
liuown ere the purchaser arrived. Frank now clearly 
understood wliy the old man had buried his money in 
the wood, and i’clt that, even behiro ho had crossed 
the threshold, h(; stood alone and friendless in the wide 
world. 

IMauy of the neighbours certainly offered to take 
him into their service—they knew what a good work¬ 
man lu' was—but he d(^clined their offers. After 
what had hajipeued, he would not have remained in 
the settlement, if they had offered him the daintiest 
luxuries served up on gold plate. 
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Tho jury haG hrougJit in ti verdict of “ Died of 
apoplexy,” but no one know what had caused it; and 
Drank, wlio could have furuifshod an explanation, 
thought of his poor Helen, and said not a word. 
With his little bundle he walked forth, and when he 
reached the wood, from whoso verge he could survey 
his former home for tlie last time, he seated himself 
on a stone, and looked for a long time across at the 
little gloomy cabin, till the heavy tears rolled down 
his pallid checks. 

But all has its season—grief and joy, sorrow and 
mourning ; and when the boy had cried heartily, and 
so cleansed his bospm from all that oppressed it,—and 
which he really did not yet comprehend,—he rose, 
threw his bundle once more on his shoulder, and with¬ 
out casting another glance back, walked boldly on¬ 
wards, when the novelty that surrounded him soon 
drove the melancholy pictures from his mind, and 
dried tho tears on his cheeks. 

But whither should he go ? JIo had started from the 
village with no settled determination; he only wanted 
to be away from it, he cared not where, so that ho 
loft it far behind him. But as he was now on a high 
road, he looked around him to see whithei’ it led, and 
sc(!mcd eventually quite satisfied with his choice, 
when he found that ho had the beautiful liiver Hud¬ 
son at his side, and was following its course towiu^d 
the sea. 

As the boats with their snowy sails glided athwart 
the sun-glistening river, what a soft and grateful 
scene it presented, especially when the dusty road 
ran along by its side! 

“ I wish I could sail too, on board such a vessel! ” 
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- he said, half aloud to himself; and ho started in sur- 
prisc, when a voice close beside him responded to the 
scarcely expressed wish with a licarty, “And why not?” 
Prank had hi'oii so occupied with {gazing on tlio 
various vessels, that he had not noticed Jt seafaring 
jnan leaning against a young oak by the roadside, 
and, as it seemed, examining, with a short telescope he 
held ill his hand, the vessels sailing up and down the 
river, or lying at anchor by the difl'erent wharves. 

“ And why not, my boy ? ” the m.an rejieatiid, 
when Prank stopped and looked up in his face ; “ if a 
man feels a longing for s^lt water, he must not try 
to conquer his nature, and crawl about on dry land; 
that’s never any good.” 

“Yes, but .1 only meant to saif down the river, so 
that 1 might get on quicker,” said the boy'. 

“ Onl v sail as a passenger ?” the seaman exclaimed, 
and threw u]) his head contemptuously—for sailors 
geuiTally detest pSssengers, who only cause them 
trouble and annoyance, and ifliderstand nothing about 
t he sea—“ merely as a passenger ? hang it! I should 
have taken ytiu for something better. AVhat country¬ 
man are you ? ” 

“ A (Tcrman,” said Prank. 

“ But you speak good English.” 

“ 1 came over here with my parents when quite 
young.” 

“And your parents?” inquired the seaman, who 
seemed to lake an intc-rest in the lad. 

“ Are both dead, long ago,” said Prank, mourn¬ 
fully. 

“ And they treated you badly at homo, and you 
want to sec the world ? Don’t know, I suppose, where 
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to go to ?” asked tlic seaman again, and walking up 
to Frank, who bowed liis head sorrowfully, ho laid 
his hand on his shoulder. 

The hoy sighed, for the stranger’s word struck a 
sorrowful cliord, but the sailor, who fancied his suppo¬ 
sitious conlirined by it, coutiimed laughingly, 

“Head uj), my hoy, head up: sunshine always 
comes after a storm, is a good old proverb, and it’s a 
bad wind that blows no one any good. Do you seo 
tliat pretty little vessel at anchor there—the one with 
the white stripe. Fou can sail aboard her, if you like, 
and not as a dirty passenger, but as one of the crew, 
as a bi’avo sailor, which, I ex])ect, some of these d.ays 
you will be.” 

“ Dut 1 understand nothing about the sea,” said 
Frank, half frightened and half pleased; for when wo 
are out in the world among str.angcrs, the sliglitest 
oiler of emj)loyment or shelter alfords us a species of 
seli'-conlidence and satisfaction. ISut here w:is opened 
to the lad a prospect of gain, a certainty of a vocation, 
of which, it is true, he had more than once thought, 
and which ])ossesses so much attracticAii, especially 
for a youthful mind. 

It is always the case with us poor mortals—gene¬ 
rally when we are young, but at times in om- riper 
years—that we only see the bright side of any distant 
employment, and long to bo within its sphere. How 
idyllically, for instance, has a pastoral life always been 
represented! Under the idea of an arcadian shepherd 
we picture to ourselves a young and very handsome 
man, who, in a straw hat and streamers, with the 
pastoral staif in his hand, reclines on a grassy bank, 
playing the flute or clarionet. Shepherdesses we 
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(inly hav(' an oppoi'tuiiity of iseeing at niasked balls 
and in pictui'os, in wliich they wear gay and sliort 
(Iressoa, are elegant beings, with straw hats and rib¬ 
bons, and a little happy frolicking dog by their side : 
they wear satin shoe% and either weave garlands, or 
pi nek a flower to pieces. Tlie only sheplierdess I 
( ver really saw in niy life I found in Australia, and 
she was very fat, had on a cotton cloak, an old wea¬ 
therbeaten man’s Iiat, thick cow-hide shoes, and 
carried an umbrella instead of a crook. 

Instead of blowing the flute, onr slteplierds knit 
bUie woollen stockings, and probably earn the most 
wearisonn,' bread of any men in tlie whole world; for 
they lie the whole (hiy on the,various troughs or 
J'rontier stones, and wait till their sheep have oaten 
their fill. 

So it is with the s('a;—when we stand on the shore, 
sec the glistening ^ails skiiinning the wide blue ex- 
jianse, and jiossess a slight jtower gf imagination, so 
that, we can fancy the graceful boat stopping in far 
distant waters, on the palm-shadowed coasts of the 
South-Sea Inlands—see the brown Indians flocking 
up curiously, and exchanging precious rarities for 
iron nails and pieces of looking-glass—then our liearts 
flutter, and we say to ourselves it a gentle whisper, 
“Oh! would I could sail across the wide, open sea, 
to those lovely islands! Oh ! how glorious must it be 
to dance on the he.aving waves ! ”—But on a nearer 
view, oh! .all that becomes contracted, and the bright 
side of a sailor’s life only resembles at last the little 
glow-worms in a dark bush; or the salt w ater itself, 
which on a dark night glistens and sparkles beneath 
us, but, when brought on deck in a bucket, only emits 
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a few faint scintillations. The.stateliness of the ship 
is soon lost on board in a most unpleasant scent of tar, 
and an inextricable confusion of ropes and spars, 
which at first appear to the landsman like an entangled 
ball of string; and the heaving of the vessel —oh ! 
how wretched and miserable it makes him feel, and 
how he longs to bo back again on land, to be able to 
admire the majesty of the sea from terra Jlrnui. 

Frank, however, saw nothing of this back-ground; 
the sea appeared to him one huge, strange, and yet un¬ 
solved enigma; and the more mysterious the confusion 
of spars and ropes seemed to him, the more he felt 
attracted to try his strength upon them, and to rush 
forth with swelling sails—ho cared not whither. Ills 
“I understand nothing of the sea” was, conseqnentlj', 
a partial assent, though he was unconscious of it. 

“You’ll .soon learn, my boy! ” the sailor laughed, 
aud tapped him again on the shoulder, somewhat more 
roughly than on the previous occasion ; “ you’ll soon 
learn. Others have eoihe, who had less mother-wit 
than you, and knew as little of salt water, and they 
have grown as hearty tars as ever manned a ship. 
There’s nothing whieli cannot be learned, and it’s no 
art to be a sailor, though at starting you must catch 
hold with both hands. But we h^ad a jolly, free liii', 
on the blue water out there; a life which will please 
you, and wdicn you’ve been half a year w'ith us, 1 don’t 
believe you’d go on firm land again, to cut down trees 
and turn up the soil, if they offered you bags of 
money,—so, will you agree ? ” 

Frank looked in the man’s face, and regarded him 
for the first time more closely; for the' vessel itself, to 
which he had been .so suddenly iuA’ited to trust his 
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future destiny, bad, till now, almost exclusively com¬ 
manded bis attention. 

He was a broad-sbouldcred, short man, with brown 
curly bair, and muscular arms and hands: bo was 
dressed in the usual sailor’s garb, a blue jacket, wide 
white trousers, and a low broad-brimmed straw hat, 
from wbicli a black ribbon fluttered. His broad face, 
too, wore an expr<!ssion of straight-forwardness and 
goodlniniour, but his overhanging eyebrows imparted 
to it a look of craftiness and almost of troacherj'. • 

rrank' himself was, however, much too open and 
lionest to suspect any one of being different from liim- 
si'lf. The man certainly meant luone.stly by him, for, 
of what advantage! would decent Jm to him ? Ho per¬ 
ceived, toei, that the sailor was ejuietly smiling at his 
he'sitation, and flineied, ])orhaps, ho wa.s afraid:—no, 
in trutli, the man of the waves should not imagine that 
he could be frightened at anything, and his determina¬ 
tion was fo)-mod. 

“ Hone ! ” he cried, and took the saileer’s hand. 
“ I’ll be a .sailor, and a good one too, and will go to 
sea whenevA- you like; I’ve nothing to wait for on 
land:” he then added, in a gentler tone, “ and the 
sooner we are off the better.” 

“Halloo! is there any oms iffter you, my boy?” 
laughed the other, as ho shook his hand heartily, or, 
at least roughly—two things which aro often con¬ 
founded in this world ; “is stem justice at your heels, 
or a sev(Te master, whom you’ve given leg bail ?— 
never I'ear, my boy. I’ll get you out of it, even if the 
whole city of New York was after you. Old Tom 
Hrendall-” 

“No, no, no!” Frank cried, who had not been 
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able to si^euk before, mid -was now seriously alarmed 
lest his new principal might consider him a wicked 
boy, although tluit did not appear to troubh; him 
much ; “ no, 1 have committed no crime, and liave 
run away I'rom nobody'; I can look everybody boldly 
in the face! ” 

“ Indeed! ” said tlic sailor, rather anxiously, and 
looked searchingh' in his faec^, as if try ing to see to liis 
very heart; hut Frauk bore his glance, and his bright 
blue ey'e was lixed tinuly and conh'deutly' on the 
sailor’n swarthy countenance. 

“ All I'iglit, then, my' boy ! ” Tom Brcndall at length 
remarked, “ tliat wgs said lioiicstly' and bravely', and 1 
hope that we sliall be good fj'iends. Eut now, come,” 
he added, as ho held his telescope once again to his 
eye, and quickly examined the surrounding countiy. 

“ Come, it’s time for us to weigh anchor, for my mate 
has twice given mo tlio signal to come aboard: and 
what’s your name,? ” 

“ Erank Wildman ! ” 

“ Frank !—a grand name, indeed! ” laughed the 
Yankee; “suiipose we call youEill, that sounds bedter.” 

“ .[ would rather be called by my proper name,” 
Frank replied. 

“ lla! ha! ha! ” laughed the seaman, “ they might 
call mo what they liked, except too late for dinner—but 
there’s the signal again, and as dinner is ready, we won’t 
stoj) any longer. So now', Frank, take a good look at 
the country around us, for W'c shall for a long while 
have nothing but the blue sea to look at, till w e make 
the land again.” 

“ And where are we bound for ? ” Trank asked 
with very pardonable curiosity. 
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“For Enazil!” \ras the reply, aud the old man 
walked with a merry whistle down tlic hill towards 
tlie schooner, not to let his dinner get cold. 

To Brazil! it was just as if an electric spark had 
shot through the hoy’s limbs, on hearing tliat word, 
lie had had at home an old book, which described a 
voyage to Brazil, and adventures, met with or invented, 
iji tliat country, and if there was any jiart of tlic world 
wlilcli he had p.ainted in all the glowing colours a 
yontliful fancy summons up, it was this. Ami now, 
in the same hour, when he had stood desjionding 
on tin' thre.shold of his home, aud knew jiot n here to 
bend Ids .stejis—accident h>d him—but no, it could 
not he accident, it must b(> destiny—his good Ibrtuno 
led him geutly .and softly to a* spot which he had 
lougi'd to visit from his earliest youth, and the future 
lay e.vpandcd before him, as bright and warm as it had 
ajijicared to him but a few hours before overcast aud 
gloomy, lie, thei%fore, followed his leader with light 
steps down the slo])e, .and soon after wtis carried 
aboard the schooner, w hich, though not very large, 
was roomy i^ud handsome. 
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CIIAPTEE IV. 

THE SOCJETT AXJ) OCCEPATIOK EEAUK TOVSD jy 
niS KEW llOSll!. 

Introduction to t}ie mate of the Turtledove. Frank has his 
new duties ex))lained to him. The American character. 
Description of the crow. The jdeasures of the ocean. (Jsesar, 
file black cook. Jjifo on hoard .a ship. Arrival in Brazil. 

“ TIai.loo, caphain, what young lubber is that you’re 
bringing aboard?” was the first greeting that echoed 
across the dock—almost before the new comrade had 
planted his foot on the first plank. Prank looked up iu 
alarm, and the face which belonged to this address in no 
way seomod to tone down the sharp and almost con¬ 
temptuous meaning that lay in tlie.«e coarse words. 
The voice bclong(;d to a brawny sun-burnt man, whose 
black,curly,almost woolly,*1^^gave hitn the appearance 
of a Mulatto, llis eyes wore deep set in tlieir cavities; 
his thin lips were now parted by a species of grin, 
which (hd Jiot render his face any the more pleasing, 
and displayed two rows of brilliantly wliitc teeth; 
while his naked, muscular, arm, with a pair of fists 
attached, which looked as if tlusy could fell an ox 
at a single blow, were covered with hair, like a bear’s 
paw. 

Lightly di-essed, like the other sailors who were 
lounging on deck, he only wore a shirt and trowsers 
of thin cotton, with a red woollen waistcoat; on his 
head a low-crowned, oil-skin covered, straw hat, and 
had neither shoes nor stockings on ; but he appeared 
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to address the captaiu with a certain degree of fami¬ 
liarity, and to be of liighcr rank than the rest, which 
was proved by his occupation of tlie quarter-deck. 
Ho was leaning with both his arms on the taffrail, and 
moving a plug of tobacco from one cheek to the other, 
which was no additional ornament to his fearfully 
ugly tiice. 

“ A N'oung recruit, who, I hope, will do us honour, 
Blighton,” said Tom Brendull, or the captain, as we 
shall in future call him for brevity; “ he is tired of life 
ashore, and wants to see strange countries and people.” 

“ And we are going to undertake his education, 
ch?” said Mr. Blighton, and a broad grin spread 
across his face. 

“ AV^e’ll do our best, Blighton,” laughed the captain ; 
“ but now to work ; have the crew dined ? ” 

“ An hour ago ! ” said the mate, for Mister Blighton 
occupied this post on board the TuHlcduve. 

“ Well, then, l(?t them W'eigh anchor and employ 
the slight brezee there is t(» run down the river. AVe 
will in the meantime go below and dine, and you, 
I'rank, will gome with us to-day ; I will explain to you 
what you will have to do, for you will be our steward 
or cabiu-boy. Breseutly you can take ch.arge of the 
glasses and plates the other scoundrel before you has 
not broken, and coinniencc your duties as soon as you 
like. As for your wages, we will not settle that just at 
present; if we agree, I give you my word that you 
will bo s.atislied, and if wo don’t agree, why then you 
w on’t have to repent the time you spent on board the 
Turtledove, and we shall part, 1 hope, as good friends 
as we met.” 

. I’rauk was soon at work : he took his tittle bundle 
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below, where the captain showed him hia hunk, and 
after a good dinner, consisting of every possible 
dainty, tin; blacik cook, whose name was Csesar, and 
who liad lately been performing the functions of 
steward, was ordered to initiate him into the myste¬ 
ries of his art—that is, show him, where all the various 
provisions and lii^iiids wore stowed away in the most 
W'ondcrfid little corners and lockers, whose doors 
were in the flooring, in the deck overhead, and fre¬ 
quently ill the bulkheads. IIis work was not very 
laborious—ho only had to wait in the cabin, keep 
the crockery clean and tidy, as well as an aceoiiiit of 
what was expended, for which purpose all the bottled 
wine and braud}^ as well as boxes of presen'ed vi'ge- 
tables and meat, were entrusted to him. But the 
sinidl of tar was at first rather unpleasant, as wadi as 
sleeping in the narrow, confined bunk, after bi'ing 
used to the airy rooms ashore, and on the first evening 
he took his bed, consisting of a moss-filled mattress, on 
deck.. But at midnight li’e was forced to retirii much 
quicker than he had come up, for it suddenly began 
to rain, as if a cloud had burst, mid tlio deck was 
flooded. 

The first few' days passed very pleasantly, and the 
consciousness of havpig entered on a new mode of 
life, and of now standing in some measure inde¬ 
pendent in the world, helped him over the few un- 
jileasaiitnesses of his position, such as confined space, 
the smell of tar, and the society around him, which 
did not please him quite so well as he had at first 
fancied,—let him ascribe as much as he liked to the 
novelty of his position. 

The skipper, though somewhat rough and coarse. 
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scoiHod to be tlic best of the whole crew ; he was a 
true Yankee, though not so long and thin as these 
gentry geiK'rally are; but, as already stated, some¬ 
what short and stout; a seaman certainly by trade, 
but not for a moment belying the trader, who tries 
to derive the ijuiekest and greatest possible profit 
from (A'erything that offt.'rs; and ho in no way dis¬ 
graced tlie speculative, at times over-speculative, 
and regardless character of his countrymen. 

Hut you must not be surprised, dear reader, tljat 
Trank, alter so short a stay on board, had already 
ibrined sueli a comprehensive opinion of tlie character 
of his captain. 11c belonged to a class of men witli 
nliom I'Vauk h.ad frequently come in eoulact on the 
Hudson, and who, dispersed over all the States, 
always remain the same, whether piloting a ship 
from one port to another, or carrying clocks into the 
most distant territories of the West in their little 
waggons; wh(!ther*they deal in pills and salves, or 
silver sjioous. 'This spccies*of Yankee never denies 
the breed ; their character is, as it were, formed in one 
mould, and oi‘ such an elastic nature, that if held down 
ten times in succession, it always springs up again as 
fresh as ever, and the ])crsonwearo describing recom- 
mciiei's life, after a blow which would have eternallv 
annihilated a quieter man, with such active courage as 
if, still a young man, he were entering on life with the 
fairc'st pi'ospects. I'his is an elasticity of temperament 
which, if directed to good, can bring forth the fairest 
fruit:, luit if diverted to the wrong path, is capable of 
driving a man to the most horrible deeds, for which he 
ever finds a sufficient palliative in his own mind. Tirm 
and undaunted, hut also perfectly calm and never 
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. tormented by the stings of conscience, he goes 
through life till he has gained his terrestrial object— 
a largo fortune hnd the prospect of ending his days as 
a gentleman, perhaps as the patron and supporter of 
some religious sect. 

Frank, however, could not so rapidly form his 
opinion of the mate, who united with his rough sea¬ 
man’s nature so much cunning and wickedness—and 
Frank could not help disliking the man from their 
fir§t meeting—and, at the same time treated him at 
one moment so kindly and directly afterwards so 
contemptuously, that he could not reckon him up, 
and changed his opinion hourly, as to whether he was 
Ills friend or foe. At any rate, the young fellow ielt 
that it would not require much to enkindle a tre¬ 
mendous enmity, and he therefore determined very 
sensibly to avoid most carefully everything that might 
lead to it; for the mate is the second personage on 
board a vessel, and oven if he coixid not do him mucli 
good, he^ould cause liim an immensity of harm. 

The rest of the crew consisted of rough fellows, 
men from the lowest dregs of society, and tliat is 
saying a good deal in America, where, in addition to 
the thousands of worthy and honest workmen or well- 
to-do farmers, who annually immigrate, every country 
of the world sends a portion of its canaille over, who 
are considered honest and respectable, until the old 
sore breaks out again, and fresh crimes bring gene¬ 
rally a severe punishment on the offender. 

Ilere on board of the Turtledove an extract of all 
such elements seemed to be collected, for a greater 
number of hang-dog faces Frank had never before 
seen in so small a space. They were not all Ameri- 
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•cans, for there were a couple of Irishmen, a Scotch¬ 
man, and three Spaniards among them. They were, 
he was glad to find, very friendly with him, and, how¬ 
ever much they might curse one another, no one ever 
uttered a harsh word to Frank. The honest boy at 
first ascribed this solely to their good-temper—the 
roughest men have often the best hearts, and it would 
be wrong to judge of a man by the garb in which he 
clothes his thoughts. But here, selfishness seemed 
rather to be the motive than anything else, for he 
had the distribution of the grog, and the person 
intrusted with this duty always jdays an important 
]iart among tlie crew on board a vessel. In addition, 
the steward has it in his power, especially on long 
voyages, to procure the crew a Variety of comforts ; 
thou why should they not be at least on friendly 
terms with liiin ? 

Prank, however, knew but little or nothing at all of 
all tills: he was satisfied, after the mate had been 
abusing liini for half-an-houi» at a stretch, in hearing 
a couple of pleasant words, and seeing smooth faces 
in the lorecasjle—he did not ask their cause. 

• The Turtledove appeared to be in considerable huriy 
though, for she only stopped long enough in Wew 
York to have her papers put in order, and then stood 
immediately out to sea. 

Of the first eight day's of their voyage Prank knew 
nothing; he remembered that they had very rough 
weather at starting, and that the sea had run very 
high, but that was all. Afterwards, dark pictures 
rose before him,—how he had been kicked about on 
deck by the mate, had lain miserably in eveiy comer 
of the schooner, and wished himself dead. It seemed 
s 
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to him, that one day he had fallen down the companion 
with a basket of plates, and had remained lying where 
he fell: then, that he had afterwards gone forwards, 
and had been washed back by a wave. But all this 
floated in hazy, obscure pictures before his mind, and 
the misery of the week, during which the sea-sickness 
had seized upon him and shaken him with all its 
strength, could not be described. 

During this time the cook was obliged to perform 
hi§ duties, for, although the mate had at first tried to 
compel him to keep on his feet, it was at last of no 
use, especially when the poor boy came in contact 
with provisions. 

The cook was a light-coloured mulatto, with curly, 
woolly hair, and a perfect negro physiognomy. Proud 
of his origin, he, in fact, despised nothing so much as 
a real negro, whom he regarded more as a brute than 
a human being, and, in consequence, was often having 
angry quarrels with one of the ^sailors, a full-blood 
Congo negro : the two were always engaged in active 
or passive hostilities. 

Now the reader may, perhaps, find it strange that, 
of all persons, a mulatto, whoso mother was a-negress, 
should bear such animosity against the race of his pro¬ 
genitors ; but, strange to say, this is almost always the 
case in nature, and in the negro wars which have 
desolated many islands—for instance, Hayti,—mu- 
lattoes and negroes were ever the most embittered 
against each other, and gave way to the most fearful 
barbarity. The mulatto hates, more especially, the 
remembrance of his descent, displayed in the despised, 
oppressed race; and the negro spurns his renegade 
cousin, who is so proud of his white blood. It is j ust 
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• tlie same as with the wolf, who has no fiercer and more 
dangerous foe in the forest than his descendant, the 
wolf-dog. 

Wlien Frank came to himself again, they were far 
out on the high sea: nowhere could land be distin¬ 
guished, and only here and there a white dot on the 
horizon interrupted the monotony of the silent voyage. 
Here Frank had one of his errors, as regards the life 
of sailors on board ship, corrected, for if he had fancied 
that the latter, as soon as the ship was under way, 
would have nothing to do but sit down and sail- 
onwards, he discovered now that in nowhere on 
land is there more and a greater variety of labour 
than on hoard ship. So long as it lies in harbour, the 
crew have plenty of work in storiifg away cargo, taking 
in water and provisions, and in procuring the neces¬ 
saries for a lengthened voyage. But the vessel is 
scarcely out to sea, when the regular Labours of the 
seaman commence, ^hich, though confined to so small 
a space, include ntiarly everything, for which on terra 
Jtrma we should fancy we must apply to so many dif¬ 
ferent worknien. 

In the first place, the anchors, which are hanging 
at the hows, are taken in and fastened securely on 
deck, so that they may not be shifted by the rolling of 
the vessel, and do it any injury. Tlnm the chain 
cables are carried down into the hold, for too much 
weight on deck causes the ship to sail badly; then the 
ship is cleaned, and frequently, when the w'eather is 
fine, freshly painted inboard ; and the operations on 
the sails and ropes commence, which, like ploughing 
and manuring with the agriculturist, never cease the 
wVole year round, let as many of the crew as you 
E 2 
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please be engaged on them. Old sails must be 
repaired, new ones made and bent, and sailors usually 
understand this task ; ropes must be looked after and 
tarred; the standing rigging is most carefully inspected, 
and the shrouds and stays are, if necessary, tightened, 
and the masts thus rendered more secure. When all 
this is finished, the crew pick oakum, and twist spun 
3 'arn upon small salviug-sticks, in order to have these 
ropes ready to fasten round various portions of the 
stapding rigging, and so protect it against the friction 
of the sails, or rubbing against each other. 

The regular watches are kept all the time, and 
while one part of the crew is below, the remainder is 
up and awake, for the ship sails both by night and 
day. Some one, too’, must always stand at the wheel, 
and keep the ship’s head in accordance with the 
compass. 

Prank, however, had little to do with all these 
matters; he was engaged exclusively in the cabin, 
except that he hud to help the cook in washing up 
after meals, and in threatening weather he had to go 
aloft once or twice, and help to reeli or furl the 
sails. 

The vessel belonged to a large class of Yankee 
schooners, which, starting from North America with 
a cargo of potatoes, onions, and all possible northern 
productions, seek the tropical countries and manage 
to dispose of them profitably, cither for money or 
money’s worth, and do a famous trade, if no accident 
happens to them. It may be conceived, that they do 
not always adhere to the strict letter of the law, for 
those very articles wdiich are prohibited in any coun¬ 
try generally fetch the best price, and what brings 
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tlie best price is naturally that 'which the trader? 
are glad to dispose of, even if they dare not do it 
publicly. 

The voyage itself was eflFccted quickly and success¬ 
fully : on the thirtieth day they crossed the equator, 
and Trank was a witness of the frequently described 
visit of Neptune. They then sailed with light 
winds in the direction of the Brazil continent, which 
they sighted on the fiftieth day after leaving the 
Hudson. * 

On the next morning all were busy on board. Man 
is, after all, a terrestrial animal, and longs to tread on 
firm ground once more, especially after a long 
passage, even though he has enjoyed, during the 
whole voyage, all the possible comforts and luxuries 
of his former life, flow much more must that have been 
the case here, when the crew were beginning to grow 
heartily tired of sqjt junk and potatoes, and were 
longing for the beautiful tfopical druits and fresh 
meat. 

1'he crow, however, had sufficient cause to be jolly, 
.for before thbm lay extended in all its majesty the 
fairest coast range of the whole immense American 
continent; and while the precipitous, boldly cut moun¬ 
tain masses of the interior canm out sharply and 
clearly against the azure sky expanded over them, 
dense forests extended in gloomj', wildly interlaced 
masses almost down to the yellow beach, over which 
the waves foamed, and the waving summits of the 
beautiful cocoa-palms peered out above them, and 
gave the whole landscape a peculiar character, most 
refreshing to the eye of a northerner. 

Frank, especially, was quite delighted with all that 
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surrounded him,—the magnificent, wondrous verdure 
on the shore; the placid mirrorlike sea with sw'arma 
of sportive fishes, which frequently emerged entirely 
from the water-; the numerous white sails which 
glided up and down the coast sought the port, or else 
stood out to sea; the extraordinary fishing boats, 
which they saw' here for the first time, simple rafts 
with a matting sail, w'hicb the waves frequently broke 
over: all this delighted and enchanted him, and he 
would not have quitted the bows of the vessel, where 
he had seated himself on an anchor, had not duty, iu 
the shape of the mate, called him back to his labours 
in the cabin. 

The latter received him with a storm of abuse for 
gaping around him, instead of going to his work; he 
had not been shipped only to open his eyes, and ho 
would have time enough, and more than he would like, 
to stare at the mountains in fi-ont of them. This 
last remark calmed Frank the most: the captain, 
therefore, intended to stay some time here, and let 
him go ashore, and he went with still greater zeal to 
work, in order not to excite the displeasure of one of 
his officers at the moment when he had reached the 
portals of his fairy palace, and be punished by confine¬ 
ment on board. 

Toward midday the Turtledove had draw'ii so close 
to land, that the houses could be distinguished as they 
lay embowered among the dark green foliage, and 
even the forms of the negroes, who moved about in 
the skirts of the forest. A little stream hero poured 
down from the mountains through a deeply cut and 
gloomy ravine, and the crew soon found that their 
captain must intend to enter its mouth; he steered at 
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‘least directly for it, and the only precaution he en.t,. 
ployed, was to station a man in the chains with a short 
hand-line, wlio cast the lead now and then, to examine 
the bottom, as it grew gradually shallower. 

The little schooner, however, was built for such 
rivers. She was broad and did not draw mucli water, 
altliough seargoing vessels must have always a certain 
depth, lest they should be capsized by a sudden gust 
of wind. Nor was she so heavily laden as vessels 
usually are that only carry freight to a certain pliicc, 
and, consequently, take in as much as they can stow, for' 
thy get paid more for every ton they carry. Tom 
Erendall had only taken a light cargo of articles he 
considered useful for the barter trade, and he knew 
what sort of goods were the best for the purpose. 
Tom Brehdall was not visiting this coast for the lii'st 
time. 
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CHAPTER V. 

HOW TOM BEENDALL COMMENCED THADINO, AND 
C^SAE THE COOK QUITE ALTEEED HIS OPINION 
ABOUT NEGEOES. 

A comfortable berth. Tropical fruits and visits from the 
■negroes. Caesar's altered behaviour. Frank is allowed to 
land. Description of the vegetation and the scenery. Frank 
has an idea. He communicates it to old Tom Brendall. 
The cook has a trip on shore. The captain visits the 
governor. Frank is set to keep watch. 

Neaeeu and nearer they drew to the land; it seemed 
almost, as if the forest-clad coast rose higher and 
higher from the sea, and as the thin diaphanous 
vapour, which had till now hidden the laud like a 
veil, was dissipated and disappeared in the depths of 
the forest, all came ouf clear and distinctly. Tes, 
while Frank perceived no motion in the vessel, and on 
the water there was scarcely an object r;hieh told of 
their progress, it seemed almost as if the coast opened 
its arms wider, closed them slowly but surely around 
them, and then sud(^enly dragged them, as if by magic, 
into the very heart of the forest. 

Frank had gone below, after casting a glance around 
on the clear mirror of the sea, and the swarm of fish¬ 
ing boats that surrounded them, and when he came 
on deck hardly a quarter of an hour afterwards, the 
cable w’as running out. The Turtledove had .taken up 
such a position in the little stream, that the prospect 
of the sea was interrupted by a low promontory, and 
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■ her bowsprit, in the actual sense of the word, wasr 
imbedded in a thicket of guiavas, which covered the 
.edge of a steep slope, and was overshadowed by tall, 
waving, cocoa palms. 

Thus, while the vessel lay in perfect safety in deep 
water, it would be a very easy task to reach the land 
by running out on the bowsprit, or to come on board 
in the same way. 

Frank wondered, why the “ old man ”—as captains 
are generally termed on board—had chosen such a 
curious place for anchoring, but Tom Brendall knew 
perfectly well what he W'as about—his favourite re¬ 
mark was, “ that he was a sharp follow, and had been 
in the world since his birth,” and then he usually 
thrust his hands into his trowsers’ pockets, as far as 
he could, and walked up and down the deck whistling 
harmoniously. 

The anchor was hardly down, before a multitude of 
negroes came alongside in their littlel)oat8 and canoes, 
and offered for sale all sorts of magnificent fruits, 
biinanas, oranges, 2 )apayas, water-melons, cocoa-nuts, 
, guiavas, &c. Old Tom Brendall, however, sent all the 
traders to the cook, who spoke Portuguese fluently, 
with orders to buy as much as he thought the crew 
would require. It is unnecessary to state that the 
blacks were obliged to take in payment his own 
goods, vegetables and potatoes, for old Brendall was 
not the man to spend money when he could pay in 
onions. 

Strange to say, Csesar appeared in this instance to 
have quite forgotten his hatred for negroes; he shook 
each of his half-countrymen by the hand, as if he 
wished to dislocate their arms, and chatted and 
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Iftughedwitli lliein, mid told them stories or listened to 
them in turn, till the whole of the deck re-echoed the 
shouts of the merry band, and the mate at last, who 
had listened to the noise with a patience which Frank 
could not eoinprehend, sprang up, and with a couple 
of thundering oaths, restored at least partial quiet. 

Almost simultaneously with the fruit-boats a some¬ 
what larger canoe had come alongside with two men 
dressial in EurojxNiu co.stiime. These two gentlemen 
wore a species of uniform, and probably belonged to 
the small castle or fort, which stood on the upper 
jiromontory, and served to guard the entrance of the 
harbour. Abovt? it, floated the Brazilian flag. But in 
both the oflicers it was only the uniform which gave 
them a right to claim an European dc'seeni, for other¬ 
wise their skin did not appear a shade lighter than 
that of the negroes who had pulled them .aboard. 
They were de.seeiidants of white men and Indians, 
but the scorching sun, whicli 'laurned above their 
home, had imparte<l to their skin the eidourofthc soil 
on which they walked. 

The.se gentlemen were the sole govcniinent oflicials 
who made their ajipi'urance, and were soon engaged 
in examining t lw scliooner’s papers, and the cargo she 
was laden with. The people on board could not surely 
imagine they could smuggle—without paying them 
their usual per centage—for this class of ofRcials take 
bribes, wherever they are found. 

The Turtledove lay for a week in this pleasant little 
creek, and Frank had repeatedly obtained leave to go 
on shore, and visit the inhabitants. But he. was most 
delighted to wander in the neighbourhood of the little 
stream, and soon found that, on either side of it, there 
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wore very lar^t' cofR-c and sugar plantations, bolong- 
in? to two t'rcolos, and which were cultivated by a 
.coMsidcrahlc number of slaves. 

lie was most interested with the coflee plantations, 
an i vcelli iit variety of which shrub grows in Hrazil, 
and wliirh he found very difl'ereut from what he 
expected. In the younger plantations the coft'ee- 
herrv grew on bushes, but in the older oiu's he found 
small trei's. twenty to thirty feet high, and covered 
nilli very hea\itiful dark green foliage, .\mong them 
tidier tnas were planted, to furnish shadi’ to tlu' 
(■■•tree, and such idiintations resembled a fore.st, had 
iiot the regularity of the rows revetiled the plant- 
ati'Ci. 

The leaves of the cofl'ee-tree bc.ar much n'semblance 
t i that of our cherry, hut they tin' rather larger and 
eri'ped. file fruit has an (>xtraordinar\ similitude to 
the ciierrv. in sha|)e and colour, hut is close to the 

stidk of till hranches, and has a d«»ul)h- kernel, eon- 

• . 

t.iuiii.g the co'.ree-herrics we know so widl, always in 
I'.i fs Mte to each other in one jiod. 

I'rank wa.* Inner wearied of regarding tlu'se beau- 
tit .! plantations, in whose cool shade he bo gladly 
walked. Hut the sugar plantations, like cultivated 
ozier beds, also attracted him, a»d he saw ciunaTnou 
and nntuu'g trees, cocoa bushes, and the valuable 
creeping plant which bears the fragrant vanille. He 
felt as if he were wandering about in a fairy world ; 
things which he had certainly heard of before, but 
which he could not possibly imagine grew in an open, 
forest, now surrounded him, like the oaks and maples 
at home, and palm trees, W'hich he had hitherto only 
known in sacred pictures, appeared here to form a 
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part of the landscape as much as poplar or chestnuts 
did in the northern countries. 

And then too the extraordinary black men, xvith- 
their broad flat noses and swollen lips—but tliej' were 
slaves; they could be sold and beaten by their 
masters, like horses and cattle, and were sold and 
floured; and his heart bc^at fearfully when he thought 
that they too were human beings, and how' he would 
have felt if any one could have sold his mother or his 
Htdim. 

lliden ! how was it that the little girl occurred to 
him ; who knew when* she now wiis ? and in the great 
city she had probably long ere this forgotten him. 

Hut the novelty that surrounded him did not give 
him much time to think of the p.ast—and, in truth, 
the blacks were the ohject.s in which In' took the 
deepest interest, 'fhi' cause for this was especially 
furnished by his own eajdain, Tom Hrend.dl, who 
a])peared to think much more humanely on this 
matter th.an many other Americans. I'or two even¬ 
ings in succession he had talked with I’rank -though 
generally he scarce spok(' to him- -of tln^ sufferings of 
the j)oor slaves, ami what a blessing it would be for 
the poor unhajipy hl.aeks if they could esca]ie to the 
free northern statss of the union. But that was 
not possible, for many hundreds of miles of a hot, 
densely-populated country, where none but .slave¬ 
owners lived, lay between them, and the poor fellows 
could not accomplish two days’ jouriuy ere they 
would be re-captured and treated with still greater 
severity. 

“ But if they could escape on board a ship,” said 
Frank, into whose eyes the tears started at the mere 
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•tliouglit, “ and if the ship went to sea dircctl}-, where 

these wicked men could not follow it-” 

Yes, if they got off safely,” said the captain, 
sliakiug his head, “ but if they were caught, then the 
Lord help them ! 1 believe these red-skinned villains, 
who are themselves not much lighter-coloured than 
iiitjgers, would hang a fellow to the nearest tree, ev<'u 
if it was a cinnamou one; and if we reidly escaped, 
bow much money it would take to feed them during 
si) lorn; a voyage: a poor fellow like me, wlio 
must live by my voyages, would be entirely 
ruined," 

'• If you'd only sail uj) the Hudson agtiin,” cried 
Trank, who was (|uite ( .xeited by this philanthropic 
idea, •• you .slioidd sec how much the farmers in our 
little settlement alone would collect, in order to reptiy 
you abundantly for your expenses. 1 heard often 
enough in our prayer meetings, how they implored 
tijc Lord to liberate the ‘black bretiiren’ in the hot 
count i ll s, and our pretiehers olteii collected largit 
sums, in a few days, to alleviate the poor fi llows’ 
suth iings ; what would they not give if a collcctiou 
was made to pay the jtassage-money for men who 
we.-e really liht rated and saved from misery I ” 

• )!d loin lireiidall a])(>eared to grow thoughtful— 
wa.ked u[i and down the cabin with his hands crossed 
on ids hack, and at last said, with a shake of his 
head : 

•• Tii thiiik of it; but 1 don’t trust it rightly. Send 
the mate down, Frank, but don't speak to a soul on 
the suliject. The first thing they would do here 
a-liore. as soon as they had the slightest scent of 
such a thing, would be to seize my schooner with all 
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it contains, and tliey might hang us all afterwards in- 
the bargain." 

“ Oh, no!” Frank assured him, “ I won’t say a 
■word; but 1 only hope we shall bo able to lib(.‘rate 
a portion of these poor fellows.” 

Jle sprang (piiekly on deck, sent down the mate, 
and prejiared supper for the cabin and the crew, with 
doubh,‘ th(! jih'asnre he usually f<‘lt, for in his thoughts 
lie was eonsidering how they would stand out to sea 
again with swelling sails, and a great number of 
liberated slaves on board; and how he would then be 
able to tell them at home that, on his very first 
voyage, he had aiiled in sueh a good deed. Ho 
thought so eagerly on the matter, that at last he did 
not at all desire they should get off so easily, but 
would gladly e.vpose his life to some serious rish, in 
order to play an active part in sueh a noble affair. 

The iK'xt day passeil without the captain saying a 
syllable more on,the subject; they only unloatled the 
remainder of the cargo, brought the vessel so close fo 
the sleep bank that they could roll or carry their 
goods ashore by means of planks, anddheii began to 
take on board what they had got in exchange, espe¬ 
cially coffee and sugar, some vanillc, Maniok flour, 
which the captain., stated he could sell with a good 
profit in New England, and various other productions 
of the country. 

The Maniok flour was not stowed away, but re¬ 
mained on deck. 

The last day the cook had not made his appearance 
at all on board, and, as the mate said, had obtained 
leave to visit a relation, whom he had found here aeei- 
deutally, a slave on a plantation. He was obliged to 
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have a ticket of leave from the captain, aiul the latter, 
who had cut his right hand in the morning, and wore 
it bandaged, ordered Frank, whose excellent writing 
he was aopiainted with, to write it in English. 

The coc.k returned late, very late; almost at day¬ 
break. Frank was in the watch at the tinu', and saw 
tliat lie went down straight to the cabin, and waked 
the captiiiii, to whom he appeared to give a lengthinu'd 
rejiort. 

'I’he next day was appointed for taking in ciirgo, 
and it almost seemed as if the captain intended to 
riMiiiiin here some time longer; for he had both the 
niiiinsail :ind foresail unbent and roll'd up, and in-dered 
various arf iides for his own use from a couple of black 
carpenters a>hore, which couhl not he linished under 
three or four days. 

He was himself invited to supjier this evening w ith 
Don I’edro Alviiro, the commandant of the little firt, 
whi'in he hail reeeived on board with hjsollieers .several 
times. The Iwn oontlemen came on hoard to fetch him, 
were deliolited to hear that he intended to lie here at 
least a week li*nger, |)raised him for lowering his sails 
to .savo them from the repe;ited stormy showers, and 
then left the ve.ssel with him. 

It was a very dark night, and,after the eajilain 
had left the shi|>, she wa.s towed hack to her old 
anehoraa'e. and brought so exactly to the same s[)ot, 
that the ' lid of the bowsjirit again ran into the guiavu 
thii ket, hut the crew had not Teeened leave to go 
ashore. Only the cook, with the carpenter atid the 
negni, was absent, and Frank was ordered bv the 
mate to keep w.atch in the bows, and call him, a.s soon 
as he heard the slightest sound in the guiata bush. 
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Frank did not exactly know what all this meant,* 
and his surjfirJse increascid when he saw* that the crew, 
directly after (hirk, and when it could not bo seen 
from land what was being done on board, again bent 
the two large sails to their gaffs, and in fact made 
every preparation on deck as if they were going to 
put out to sea directly. The whole.was managed so 
silently and mysteriously, that he could not help 
seeing something c.xtraordinary was going to take 
place, and hi.s heart throbbed, when he thought that 
Captain Brendall had finally determined on liberating 
a ])ortion of the negroes from their fearful slavery. 
Now he knew, to(), why he was to listen for any sound 
in the bushes—but why had not the mate told him the 
reason ? he would uot have revealed a syllable ! 
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CIIAPTEE YT. 

IN' WHAT AVISE C.ESAR PEKSVADES 1118 BLACK 
BUI.TIIHEN', AN’1> THE “ TUBTLEUOA'E” PUTS TO 
SKA AVlTll A IT'LL CABOO. 

A'lsit t.'.'i III ;.'n> caliin. A grand cmiKultation. Sanilm’s oLjec- 
ti'ir!- A Middiin snrpriso, I>i*ath o( the overseer. The 
l.lai i-iiinr on hoard. l>pparlnre from the coast. An 
iMM Xpooted arrival. Tlio Don Ptth'o. Samho recognizes 
her. 'J’he flight and the pursuit. 

Tin: rrmlcr iiiu.st now aoeonijiany ns 1o flip ncarc.st 
]i!:iiil:ition and into one of tilt; negro huts, which was 
siliiatcd at MO great distance from the niansion, in a 
tliicl. chiiiip of bananas and oranges, and where aii 
e\t ra.ir linarv’nuinlfpr of negroes wert‘ assembled by 
the faint tliekering light of a single eoeoanut-oil 
lamp. Ca’sar. the cook of the Turllnhwr, tvas in tlio 
\er\ midst of them, and appeared to be jdaying a far 
fiveii niiimporUint part, as all were flocking round him 
in the greatest anxiety and attention,^ and listening 
bleat bles^ silenet; to what be was telliog f hem. 
'li.,' -.va-. in fact, nothing le.ss tbauaii exbortation to 
fly frem their master, and escape to a free eonntrv, 
wi. re. i'loiigli they wonld certainly have to work for 
their !i'. ing. they would be free men in (iod’.s free 
at!,,o-p!;rre. and could no longer be sold and flogged. 

lie dl'l not retjuire to say much on the subject, for 
ever\ one of them had enough sullering in hi.s own 
ia arl. aiid would have been able to fill up the slightest 
sketeli with glowing blood-red Colours. They Avanted 
£ 
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no reason to escape their torture and torturers; but 
was the escape certain ?—were tliey sure that tliey 
would not he brouglit hack, and then be treated with 
far greater cruelty?—and where did the white captain 
intend to carry them ? They had discussed this for 
three (wmiings with tlu^ same man, and the execution 
of the Hcheuie was arranged for this evening. Jlut 
when it came to action, some recoiled from the decisive 
step, and others felt themselves held here by family 
ties. The little vessel could not save all fnmi slavery 
and misery, even if every portion of the ship was giviui 
up to theni. 

Sauiho, an old .nigger, with grey curly hair on his 
thick round skull, now said: “1 have thought o\cr the 
matter, and it does not please me. I have been long 
in the world, and have sutfered soimieh, at times, from 
those of my own colour”—and here he looked the 
cook iirmly in the f:iec,—“hutgcuendly from the 
white men, and .so s(ddom e.xperieuccd goodness and 
kindness, tliat ] cannot see why this wliilc man will so 
Huddeuly exjtose himstdf to great d:ingcr, out of])nrc 
kindness to his icllow-men. It is all g",)d ;iml'projuT, 
that we shonl^ work for him in America till we have 
earned our jiasstige-moncy, but — I don't know—the 
atfair appears to me suspicions.” 

I'lesar was almnl to m.ake some reply, Init another 
young man belonging to the plantation adv:niced, and, 
after accusing the idd man of regarding every thing in 
the gloomiest colours, declared fhtit he would most 
assuredly and joyfully take advauitage of this opjHjr- 
tunity to escapo Ifoni the horrors of slatery. ■ 

“ AVe e;innot ho worse oil’,” he continued his 
harangue, ‘‘eteii if we were forced to work in th.it 
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free country twice ns much as we do here, which is 
impossible: hut the wliite man cannot mean us harm, 
for there will be many more blacks than whites on 
board, so that he could not undertake anything against 
ns, even if that were his object. Ca'sar, here, is him¬ 
self a negro, and Jim, the other black, has t(dd me 
ri'pcaitedly wluit a worthy man his captain is, anil how 
much good he has already done for poor black men. 
7 shall try it, then; and nu' wife and child go with 
me.” ’ 

'file niajoiity agreed with him : iiothing bad could 
be done to them n-itli their will, and ai/niiiKt their will 
the cajitain eouhl elleet nothing, iuh-u if he desired it. 
t’a -ar did his best to persuade them, and llie old man 
at last retired to a enrner. deel.aring that he would 
lake no p:irt in the all'air, hut at tlic same time not 
beti-ay it,- they might do \\hat they pleased, :ind he 
eoiiM only wish that they might not. have to repent, it 

.afl'Twards. • 

• 

'I'hi' iiegoi laf ions were so far eompleted, and they 
'lire on tlie point of making the necessary prepara¬ 
tion-, '.\hen stnldenly some one seized the latch on the 
o!i‘-;do. and tried to open tlic door. In a moment the 
Mi-'oee of ihath prevailed in the little room. :nid the 
"■■'• ’id’.'' heina',- r.'garded eaeh oriier in terror : thev 
knew lii.'y Were engaged in a deed regarded most 
ernainal by I'leir master, if not by tiod; and the fear 
I f 111 i'tg ig-eosei-ed, and th'dr flight frustrated at the 
!a-t ineioeiit. ni.ade their blood run cold, Thev iiad 
indee 1 ew ry n .i-on to be ;d:>rmed. for their late visitor, 
w ao had -nrpri-ed aiu! kiioeked down their sinitcv, 
w as no one ,e than I lie overseer himself, also a mulat t' i 
(ki'sar, hut a fearfully severe and cruel man, who 

I E 2 . 
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had frequently flogged them till the blood came, for 
the most trivial faults. 

“ Halloo, within there!” he shouted, on finding the 
door locked ; “ oi>en, or I’ll beat the door down.” 

“Tlie overseer!” several whispered. 

“Now, then, do you mean to open?” the mulatto 
shouted, in wild fury ; and the old negro at length 
advanced, with a slow and lingering step, to obey the 
command. But Cie.sar had scarcely heard who the 
uhweleoinc visitor was, than he sprang through the 
little back window into the open air, without being 
noticed by any of the others. 

“ You infernal ‘villains ! ” shouted the infuriated 
oversc(>r, who was tired of waiting, and a violent kick 
burst open the weak lock, so that the door flew op('n. 
At th(? next moment the much-feared man entered, 
with his heavy negro whip in his hand, alone, and liis 
threatening eye turned .slowly from one to the other 
of the poor fellows trembling before him. 

“ 8o,” he at length said, with a slow sareast.e, y-t 
furious tone, “ so, here 1 find the whole prett' of 
traitors together; and you want to bddi!', eli i* \vit!i 
the schooner, out to sea ? But wait, seoundrels!” he 
then continued, with sparkling eyes, “ wait, your soup 
shall be salted for-you ! Seip ! hey, Seip!” he cried, 
as he turned to the door; but ho started in terror, for 
at the same moment a dark form with a glistening 
knife rushed upon him. He was about to utter .. ( ry 
for help, but a mu.scular hand was on his tie.oat, and 
Cmsar’s broad kuife was driven deep into ius b.'.soni, 
so that he fell dead with a lotid groan. 

“ That is murder !” the old negro e.xclaimed, with a 
shudder; “ great God, what will become of us f ” 
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■ “ Free men! ” said Caesar, laughing, first wiping the 

knife on the clothes of the murdert'd man, and then 
rctiii’ning it to its sheath ; “ free, liappy beings—his 
aeeomplice, Seip, lies out there, aSso struyjt by my 
knife ; and now away, my boys,”—he laughed in bold 
arrogance— “ now you have no other chance than to 
follow my advice, or,” he continued slowly, and looked 
round coifteinpiuously, “will you wait here for the 
break of day ?” 

The men stood for a while in gloomy painful sileiujc 
round the murdered man, but the sti-anger was in the 
riglit ; there was no ehoiee left them but to escape a 
terrible punishment, which would await both 

guilty and innocent; and ev<*n the undecided appeared 
now to he cured of tlx-ir imleeisioii. 

\V(.- must,” they said ; “ we canimt do otherwise 
and U e negroes now hurried to pack together the few 
.irts 1 > t hey must necessarily take with them, and lead 
their i’.cs ami ehifilron to the placg of embarkation, 
'fhe uliiU- {'aptaiii had declan'd that he would weigh 
im :• rr he midnight at the latest, and drift out to 
.;i \ iiii ilm o,,„., so there was no time to be 

St 

Itui the old negn), .■^ainbo, now extuessed his williiig- 
■' !e aei otnpauy them : iiothi n; else was left him, 
iless lie w i;t straight to his master and denounced 
,e whole jilaii: aud that he woidj not do. Hut if 
diii not go, and the corpse w.as found the nest moru- 
t'ig. he knew pi-rfeetly well that they would flog him 
its 1 .t)g as h(' hail a strip of skin on his back. 

This wa.s all that Cat.sar wanted. 

It might he about eleven o’clock, when Frank, who 
!:ad kept his watch most ccmscicntiously, and had been 



54 


TBASIK WILDMAN’s ADVENTUHES. 


not a little supported in his resolution by the countless 
. swarms of musquitoes, began to grow sleepy. He 
seated himself on the bowa, with his back turned to 
the ship, and began to nod. At times he started up 
and liatoned, but he fell back involuntarily into a 
species of partial alrep, and had, at last, a narrow 
escape of falling into the water. He then jumped up 
and walked several times up and down. He was just 
going to the binnacle-liglit, near which a small watch 
Imiig, to see what o’clock it was, when ho felt the 
ve.ssel shaken by something, and on listening atten- 
livi'ly and holding his breath, he distinctly heard that 
there was some ojie on the bowsprit, with the pro¬ 
bable intention of coming on board in that way. 

In accordance with his orders, he now ran down to 
wake the mate; but the latter orderi'd him to remain 
below, and wait for the captain, as he intended to 
take the watch on dock himseli'. 

I'rank did not leave the cabin, but listened now 
and then up the companion, and soon perceived that 
a number of persons were coming on board, and were 
being let down into the maindeck. Tlic captain had 
also arrived ; he remained above, and an active, busy, 
and yet curefully-conceuled scene, was taking place 
on board. 

I'rank’s heart beat almost audibly; he knew that 
his captain was on the point of doing a good deed, 
and restoring a number of poor unhapjiy beings to 
liberty, and yet it seemed to him that they were acting 
wrong, and as if it were a species of robbery, and that 
he was an accomplice, just as guilty as the rest. Nor 
did it please him that they were forced to do it all so 
secretly; but he consoled himself with the reflection. 



DEPAHTPEB FEOM THE COAST, 05 

• how happy the poop fellows would soon be, and he 
would not permit any other thought to trouble him. 

At last all appeared to be in order, for one of the 

cren' tr/is sent aft to the wheel. Frank was able to 
notice that thcr were raising the anchor, for ho heard 
now and then the creaking of the mu/lled chain, and 
half an hour later the schooner was drifting with the 
current aijcl tlie ebb slowly down the river to the 
sea. 

11 w ;is so dark, that a person could hardly see his 
hand when held before his eye.s, and the distant howl¬ 
ing of a ri^ing stonn also favoured the secret depar¬ 
ture of the vessel. They groped .their way by the 
a,"istaneeof the negroes, who knew every .stump lying 
in the w.ater, and pushed with long ])oles, wherever 
tlie hanks were low. Tln-y knew the danger to which 
tiny would be exposed if they were to run ashore on 
an elih tide, anil have to wait till morning for the flood. 
Tin y had scarcely'eseaped from t^e vicinity of tho 
daiii;i rous banks, when the w’ind roared over the sum¬ 
mits of tlie trees. Jt blew directly off land ; and when 
the storm wrs past, the sky become clear, and tho 
wind had fallen, tlie TurtleJovr had employed her time 
M) Weil, that she had left the land many miles behind 
her, and. as it seemed, was entirelyj>ut of danger. The 
authorities of the little port could not follow them 
w ith tin ir boats, even if they were to notice tho flight 
of the slaves on the next morning—and fortunately 
no ship of war lay there, which could be sent after 
them. 

The negroes dance^J and sang on deck, when they 
knew themselves lar enough from land to he safe from 
being heard; old Sambo alone sat silently and sorrow- 
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fully in a corner, seen by no one, sought by no one, 
and followed by his own gloomy thoughts, as to what 
■would be the consequences oi' this rash step, which 
had received such a sanguinary consecration. 

Thus morning at length broke, and 'wlien the first 
grey streak of dawn rose in the east, and extended 
more and more athwart the horizon, as it grew brighter 
and brighter, the deck was thronged ■ft'ith dusky 
figures, and they all looked with beaming eyes on the 
free heaving sea around them, and buck on the dis¬ 
tant coast, which lay so far away, that they could 
scarce distinguish the outline of the forest-clad ravines. 
Old Tom HrendalLwalked with great glee on his nar¬ 
row quarterdeck, and rubbed bis hands, -while the 
mate loaned on the low taffrail, and whispered a few 
■words to him whenever he came near him. 

“ Hang it, (captain ! ” he said, suddenly, as he rose 
and grasped at the telescope, which lay by his side on 
the railing; “ wlvvt sail is that over there, close under 
the coast? I could not*sec one on the horizon last 
night.” 

“Where?” cried old Brondall, and looked in sur¬ 
prise ill the direction to which the mate kept the 
telescope directed. At length he appeared to have 
ended his observation, but not at all to his satisfaction, 
for, handing the glass to the captain, he shook his 
head, and, pointing with bis thumb to the coast, 
said:— 

“ 1 believe we should be better off, if we were 
farther away from here ; the fellow over there doesn’t 
please me, and I shouldn’t bo,8urprised if he don’t 
take as much trouble to keep close at our heels, as we 
shall to get away from him.” 
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• “Hang it all!” the old man also exclaimed, after 
looking a time through the telescope; “by Jupiter 
Ammon, tliat’s a man-o’-war I -where on earth can 
he have come from? or is it an Englishman or a 
Yankee ? If it is, they -won’t trouble to pick up run¬ 
away slaves for Brazilian planters.” 

“No, no!’’ said the mate, shaking his head angrily; 
“ Ami?ricah and English cruisers have nothing to look 
for so clos<‘ to the shore; but,” he then sudd('nly added, 
“ 1 slioiildii’t be surprised if one of the black beasts 
knows the sliij); if it’s a Portuguese or Brazilian 
nian-o’-\sar that freijuently visits tlie port, the fellows 
will be sure to recognize it; if nol, we have nothing 
to fear.” 

Tile mate went forwards, without any rcjily, among 
the blacks, who were now giving themselves uji to 
unbounded merriment, and did not think of danger. 
Nliarply observing the various groups, he came at last 
to the old man, who was standing ivlen{ly and alone 
in the hows, and looking back at the land and the 
while sail, which was distinctly visible to the naked 
(we. 

' “ ilalloo, old fellow! ” headdre.ssed him ; “ anything 

in the w ind r don’t that sail please you r ” 

The old man shook his heud,Jhut replied not a 
word. 

“ Well, then, come aft to the cajitain, and look 
through the glass ; perhaps you can tell us who she 
is.” 

The ohl man regarded him for a moment inquiringly, 
and then silently obeyed ; but on reaching the quarter¬ 
deck, he had icarce taken one look through the glass, 
the management of which ho appeared to understand 
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perfectly, before he handed it back with a atranf^e' 
look of terror, and only said simply, “ Don Pedro.” 

“ Don Pedro—who ? ” the captain asked quickly; 

“ your Don Pedro de-j what the deuce is his 

name ? ” 

“ Not that Don Pc'dro,” the old man replied, 
shaking his head; “ TJon Pedro, mau-o’-war, sails like 
the wind, and has many guns.” 

“ 11m, that’s not so bad ! ” growled the captain ; 
“«hut where, on earth, has the villain come from all at 
one(,- ? yest('rday evening there was not a trace of him 
to be sei-n, neither from land nor at sea.” 

“ She lay behind the northern point,” said the 
n(!gro, and retii-ed slowly from the quarter-deck. The 
white man was gr(tw ing angry, and walked hurriedly 
up and down, and the old negro knew by bitter ex[)e- 
rience what his race had to expect irom white men in 
such a e.'ise. 

Captain Breinlall, however, eciuld do no more in 
the matter ; every sail his little vessel could carry was 
already set, and they left the land beliind them as 
quickly as the slight breeze would allow. In the 
meanwhile, however, they carernlly observed the 
strange sail, which was now lying close to land and 
pr(d)ably telegraphing with the Ibrt, and they were 
not left long in doubt as to her meaning, for sud¬ 
denly they saw her alter the set of her sails, and, 
before ten minutes were past, they' could not enter¬ 
tain the least hesitation but that she was coming after 
them in full chase. 
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CHAPTER TII. 

now THE TURTLEDOVE WAS CHASED, AND WAS 
COMl'ELLED TO SHOW HER TEETH. 

Till- ti-li-grnpli is Bet to work. Olil Brcndall grows uncomfortable. 
Tile i-iirvette gains on the schooner. Suililen .ajipenrancc of 
Long Tom. The first Bliot. The corvette’s to|iniast goes hy 
the hoard. K.sca]ie of tlie Turllnlwc. 

Till; iilil in'gro liad bivn peTl’cctly in the riijlit: tlic 
Vi s.srl, wliii.sc gli.stfiiiiig sails t-ould lie (lisliiigui.stied 
fi-diii itie di'ck of the Ttirthdorr, was certainly the 
little Bniziliau corvette Don J'cdro, and had arrived 
iiiii.st iimpportunely for them. On land, the (light of 
the slaves, and the murder of the ovcfseer and his 
ilriver, laid heen detected, and through the suddcit 
dl'iipjiearanee of t?ie schooner thci oIk too well- 
foiniiied su.spieion had fallen on licr. was, how¬ 

ever. far out of reach of their giin.s, and tfe cominan- 
daiil of the little fortress was onlyahle to send power- 
h-.-s e.veerations after her, when, just at the right 
time and most unexpectedly, the Don Palro, which 
was erui-ing on the coast, hove itv sight, and oheyed 
tiie hurriedly hoisted signals of distress. 

Tile Commandant of the fort very wi.sely contented 
hiin.svlf with telegraphing to the vessel, that the 
sehovitier still in sight had carried oft' slaves from the 
coast, in order that the man-o’-war might lose no time 
in following her, and the captain had scarce under¬ 
stood the signals before he set every sail iu chose of 
the schooner. 
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We will now return on board the Turtledove, where 
old Ercndall was somewhat restlessly regarding the 
conette and then the sky, which also looked menacing 
enough, and promised a fresh and powerful breeze. 
The light wind they had hitherto had, would have been 
much pleasanter to him. Before an hour had elapsed 
the storm bur.st, which had in the meanwhile risen 
higher and higher above the coast; the wind came 
across the s(?a in fitful gusts; and the Imperial eor- 
volte flew under a crowd of canvas onwards, witlH>ut 
even taking in her lighter sails aloft, and approached 
the sehfioner so rapidly that it was no longer any 
secret to the peojijc on deck, and the poor, unhappy 
slaves stood togclhcr in dense groups, and imjnirted 
their apjirchcnsions to each other. 

Kor did old Briuidall feel altogether comfort .able, 
for if th(! wind held on thus lor another hour, the 
corvette, in spite of his keeping as close to the wind 
as he possibly copid, would conic 'near imoiigh to fire 
into him, and if one of Ws masts was hit, he would bo 
irrevocably lost. 

“ The devil himself must have sent that confounded 
hulk after us this identical morning,” he growled to 
himself, as he paced angrily uj) and down the (juartcr- 
deck, with his hands behind his back; “ I’d give my 
little finger if we were out of sight.” 

“ A fellow is glad to give his little finger to save his 
neck,” said the mate drily, who was leaning at no 
great distance from him over the bulwarks ; “ but that 
confounded hanjue sails well, and holds the wind better 
than most of the Brazilian vessels. "We shall Tiave to 
show him our teeth after all.” 

“ I shouldn’t like it,” growled the old man, shaking 
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his hoafl; “ the black scoundrels would smell tinder ; 
they are Generally sharp enough.” 

“ It would be of precious little use to them,” said 
the mate, but stopped on seeing that Frank was stand¬ 
ing at no great distance from them, and busied in 
haniring out a tahle-clotii lie had just washed to dry. 
Frank had certainly lu-.ard what the two men had s.aid, 
and was in trutli ratlier confounded by it. What 
wa:- it the blacks shoidd not notice, and why did the 
captain apply such ojiprobrious epithets to persorts 
whom he had just liberated from the horrors of 
slavery r Hut as he saw that the inati' was watching 
liim. as if siispei-ting that he had* laaird more than 
hi‘ ought to have done, lie (piieklv accomplished his 
task, and went below again. 

■Captain,'’ the mate then said, “I don’t know 
if M>u did right in bringing that boy on bowd; I 

don't trust him exaetlv, and am almost afraid he’ll 

f’ 

turn his fangs against us, when l»e sees our true 
colours.” 

'• .\ot he,’’ iaughed Tom Brendall, I’m sure ; not 
he : he's just o:it of the wood, with no one at home 
whom he cares to go back to; he has told me all his 
stie-i most fully; the re.stless life here suits him 
ev.e tly, and I'd wager my head tlujt he’ll soon be one 
oi' ti,e Worst wbetj be understands the whole store. 
Bill IB dell was just such a fair-haired, hlue-eyed fel- 
lew, ami what a devil he heeattie af’lerwiirds 1 (Inly 
put sueh a fellow on the right track, and he'll go on in 
it like vyhllirc.’’ 

The m.ite shook his head itieredulously, and looked 
rmind again after the strmge vessel, which had drawn 
nearer and nearer with the freshening breeze, and in 
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doing so lie soon forgot tlie lad, for the danger was 
BO pressing, that their fate would probably be decided 
within the day. The several parts of the corvette 
could b(! now clearly distinguished with the naked 
eye, and there was not the slightest doubt that she 
would be within range before the afternoon. The 
only thing the schooner gained in the chase was, 
that she should go up rather closer to the wind, but 
not so far as to escape a long .shot, for the corvette 
\('as also an e.xcellent sailer, and seemed e.xpressly 
built for thi.s cruising service. 

'I’ill now, tile, old caiitain had always hoped for 
nightfall, and then to get out of sight of his dangerous 
])ursuer under its protection. The sun, however, was 
still two hours above the horizon, when the enemy 
came near imough to open lire, and a flash from on 
board, with the white pull’ of smoki', which was 
directly followed by the report, taught them that the 
chase was appi'oaching its catastrophe. The ball 
struck the water just in front of the schooner, and 
bAtftdod for some distance ere it finally di.sappeared. 

OldBhmdail seemed undecided as to what he should 
'do, but of cour.se he did not obey the order to heave 
to which this ball indicated. A second flash then 
burst from the side of the vessel, and the ball whiz./.ed 
over the ipiartcr-deck, carrying away one of the stan¬ 
chions in its progre.ss. 

“The devil take them!” the old man muttered 
between his clenched twth, and stamjiing his iiiot and 
producing a little whistle he wore round his.neck, he 
sounded it sharply and shrilly. 

The second watch, which had expected nothing 
else, now came silently on deck like spirits from the 
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ni'tlicr world, aud the second whistle sounded sharply 
across the water. 

Frank, who had also obeyed the extraordinary 
si’f'iuil, had just re.ached tlie deck when the second 
whistle sounded, and was not a little astonished wlu'ii 
the sailors tore down a shed which stood near the 
galley, and displayed a gli.stening long brass gun, 
generally called “ liong Tom.” The gun was mounted 
oti a tall and strong metal j)in, and could be turned iu 
any direction, while the crew seemed perfectly well 
.acquainted with its nianagcanent. 

'file neoro Tim served this gun, which was l()adt‘(l 
and jiointed with iihnosi incredible speed, and jtist as 
the third Hash was seen issuitig from the enemy’s 
quarters, tlu' lattyard was ptilled, and the whizzing 
messenger of death flew on its destructive course. 

The eonette's ball was harmless enough on thi.s 
(pccasion, tiiid fell short ; but “ Long Tom ” had .s|)oken 
with mui’h better purpose to the 4 ra/.ilians, for it 
could he elearl\ .sicn that th(! deck of the enemy wa.s 
covered with sj)linters. The ItruzUinn now became 
ai'igry too. and a whole broadside hurtled over th.e 
waves, while tlie schooner fell off slightly from the 
wind, in order to take a better aim; and when the 
si'cond shot was tired—allliongh the result was not 
immoiiiiti ly seen, for tlie shi]) .sailed oiiwtirds tind not 
a rope tippeiired to be touched—still, tit tlie ne.\t 
moment it was idisened what important results hail 
followi d tills probably accidental blnot.l’or before those 
on deck could [lerceive it, and ease the weight on the 
wounded topmast, it fell with a crash, and the entire 
d.-ek of the corvette was Covered with u mass of spars, 
rojii s, and sails. 
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A tlmnderiiig Bhout arose from on board the Turth’^ 
dove, for her crew knew tliat they had been saved 
almost by a miracle from a much greater danger than 
Prank had jjrobably anticipated; but for all that they 
did not di'lay a moment in taking advantage of the 
favourable opport,unity. Falling oft’ a couple of points, 
so tliat the wind might fdl the sails, the graceful vessel 
bounded over the waves, and they left the cripph'd 
shij) so far behind them ere night set in, that its hull 
was no kuieer visible from their deck. 


C.UAPTER Vin. 

now FRATJK MADE A TEllY VKPLEASAA'T DISCOTEUV, 
A.Nl) OOT }IIMSELK INTO TKOVBI.E. 

A cotivors-ititm in Die cabin, yrank tvrorhtarp it. Tlie resohi- 
titui 1m* fortiiH. *11^ iiiipnftK hiH suHjnrionH Saiiibo. C’a'Kiir 
Ills motive. C'on.sultation with old llrvudall. 

AViiev the sun rose again on the next moniing, the 
Tiirllfihire, who had by no means acted up to her 
name by her warlike proceedings, w.is alone on the 
waters, and oven from the tofimast not the slightest 
sign could be notic(!d of the probably severely disabled 
corvette. The danger was past, and old llreudall 
walked in delight up and down his little schooner, .so 
wonilerfudy saved from imminent danger, and even 
allowed till- blacks to prepare a grand festival, to 
celebrate tludr now rt'ally aequirt'd liberty. 

Tliey did not requirt* to be told this twice, .and the 
descendants of an African race, most of whom bad 
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■ven stolen from their native shores and brought over 
liere in foreign ships, gave themselves up, though they 
hail formerly borne their slavery so ])atieiitly, to the 
u ikle,st dances and noisiest songs, .as evidences of their 
delight. 

From this dale a (piieter season set in on board: on 
appro;iching the eipmtor again, they liad generally 
jileasant uealher and calms, in which they only 
ailvaneed .slov.ly: the blacks were well treated, had 
enoiigli to eat and drink, and Ibnnd themselves very 
! :ijip_\. d'hey eoiild not snllleiently thank (he strange 
v.liite <-apt:iiii, uho h.-id hrokeii their fetters, and was 
now le:iding them to a happy home., ' 

Tliey laid arrived in the hititudo of Florida ; Frank 
nMKiii_\ knew e\:ietiy where they u*ere, as the captain 
:md male, every da\ :it twelve, wiieii the observation 
u:is talo n to ealeiiiale the l.atitmle in whieh they were. 
m:irkod oil' tho dist:inee they laid run, on a ehart in 
the eahln, and did iTot mciee that ijie hoy followod 
their movements more atteiiTively than they could 
li:i\e aniieipali d. To his surprise, however, instead o!' 
•steering direet for lio.^ton, as Tom Itnndall laol 
.•ilivay,-. >;ii 1 he intemhal, they now .'■teered dm' we-:, 
and. h\ tiie ehart whieh was this day left on the table, 
straight for the West India Islaudij and the Uaham.i 
t'lainml, where tlo v could not but approach a sho ■ 
stat<'. J4at what eonld la- the meaning of it till? 

.'I'he negroes lailurally had not the slighte.sl idea 
where the spot lay whither they were being taken ; 
they were hai>py as nsiad, :tnd the old nain alone 
'tood iiiiieh more freipumtiy than before in the bow.s. 
ami looked out towards the west, ^fhe so suddeiilv 
a.tercJ coarse of llic \e"e! disipueteil him, for he had 

r 
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bec-n told that tlicy -were beinjr carried to a cold 
country, and the sun here burnt as hotly, alnio.sl worse, 
tlian ou the coast from which they had been taken 
only a lew weeks before. 

J'rank was himself curious as to what the object of 
their voyage could be ; but he dared not ask again, as 
the only time he had ajiplied to the captain ou the 
subject, ho receive<l so short and rough an answer, 
that lie was sileiil in dismay, and crejjt back to his 
work. 

-At last, on the third day after holding this course, 
they siglited land, and the eajitain and mate first 
examined the distant coast most attentively wiili their 
glasses, and then wont down in the cabin to see 
whether their carculatious agre(*d, and what land 
it could be which now lay before them, stretched in a 
long blue strip on the horizon. 

Frank had given out his last bottle of wine in the 
cabin on the previous day, and was ohligial to go 
down into the store-room to fetch up some fre.sh 
butt les. 

This store-room Lay just under the cabin, whose 
floor formed its roof; th(> entrance to it, however, was 
behind the cabin, and h-d through a narrow j'aiitry, 
wh(‘re Colours, canvas, and sails wen? stored ; and to go 
down there it was not necessary to pass through the 
cabin. I'rauk was cand'ul, too, not to entor a j)laco 
whero his two superior oilicers were now calculating 
and arguing eagerly, and crawled cautiously in the 
eontiiied, gloomy store-room, where it was frightfully 
hot ami elo.se in this degree of latitude, iii order to 
fetch wlmt he laMpured as speedily as possible. Quite 
against his expectation, he here suddenly became 
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h('aror of a conversation which first filled him with 
surjirisp and liorror, and then caused his hair to stand 
on end; for what he had hitherto only feared, per¬ 
chance, through the suspieiou aroused by sonic word 
accidentally let fall, was now rendered a certainty, an 
undeniable fact, and the perspiration stood in largo 
ilrops on his forehead, on learning now, for the first 
time, in what excellent company he was. 

“ I'll be precious glad to run up to Xew Orleans,” 
the captain said; “the fellows would fetch a thiid 
more tliere, and ] have aci|uaiutances enough to free 
me from any unpleasant diseussions with the authori¬ 
ties: but the infernal Kuglish crujscrs, wiiieh snilf 
about everywhere, might come across us just at the 
threshold, and I believe Havana Vill be the safest 
j'ort 

“ We shan’t get the half in Havana of what they 
would fetch in Xew Orleans, with little trouble,” tho 
m;ue grow led in repTy ; “and more cj'uisers lie before 
Havana than the Mississippi; it is a ipiestiou 
wheihiT we should meet a single one there.” 

*■ Whenever a schooner comes in, thev are on her 
lieels directly,” honest old Hrendall remarked ; “and 
the whole pack are in a conspiracy against tho slave 
trade, whether they show Aim^rican or English 
colours.” 

“ Hut, hang it all,” the mate exclaimed, angrily, 
•• h‘t them come aboard and inspect our paHsriiijers. if 
they please. They are running about free on deck, 
and have no more idea that they are still slaves, than 
th.it this brave banpie i.s the ’ Hhark' pirate, which 
has fir a season cliaiiged its bold name into that of 
a gentle, jieaceful Turtlrilove. But, deuce take it, 
r 2 
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thin sort of business don’t suit me, and it’s the £rsf 
and last time that I shall rote for such a peddling ’ 
voyage as this. We iave met three ships under way, 
wliicli we were obliged to leave alone; and who knows 
if we should not have (Gained more booty on one of 
them than the whole lading of black meat will bring 
us in r ” 

“ They are not quite so confident as they were,” 
said the ea])tain, after a slight pause; “ it was most 
unlucky that were obliged to show them Long 
Tom. The old fellow with the four scars across his 
fac(^—that must be a s])ecies of African tattooing—has 
e.vamined the wjiole place most carefully, and is 
always smelling round the cover. A further rc^ason 
for not going up to N(!W Orleans is, tlial, even if no 
black scoundrel can bear witness against us in the 
Lnion, still they need only drop a w ord about ‘ Jmng 
Tom,’ and there are always villains enough who take 
a pride in lindpig out the bottom of such inatters_ 

Jn ilavana, on the contrary, no one will say a word 
if we had the whole deck covered with liOng Toms. 

Jf we bring them in slaves, without the finglish 
catching us, we shall be most worthy people in their 
eyes ; and if we leave the lellows free till just before 
entering the port, no English cruiser-can have any¬ 
thing to say to us. Once arrived, w t‘ can easily kid 
them on shore, at some safe spot, and then all will bo 
right.” 

“ We could play exactly the same game at New 
Orleans,” the mate objected; ” and when we have 
once delivered them there, their chattering would 
bo of lio use, for wo have nothing to slop for up 
there; w e’ll hire a tug, and, in a couple of days, we 
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fihall he n!;ain ou the high seas, or further up the 
Mississippi, if no give our barque a fresh coat of 
p.iint. 1 vote for Aon- Orleans." 

Till' iiiiito li.-iil jiriihably risen with these words, for 
TVank heard steps "oing toward the door; but as he 
leared to lie iioticefl below, after what he had just 
beard, and the scuttle was open right above his head, 
he crept as ipiiekly as he could out of his hiding-place 
upon (leek. Alter that he returned to his jiantiy, to 
have a little relleetiou about what he should do, for Ifo 
was tiriiilv deterniined, from the first moment that 
the whele learl'itl truth was revealed to hitn, that he 
would noi lie an aeeompliee in such .a deed. 

Ihit what to do now ‘t To give the ciijit.-iin notice, 
and eo siiiijily ashore as soon as the schooner entered 
a port, tliat was his first idea; but he had been 
loiu: enough on hoard to soon recognize the imjirac- 
lieahility. even danger, of such a decisioti. That 
Would not oidy not fielp the poor decz'ived slaves, but 
perhaps render their position worse iirematurely. 
Ihit cotild he not tell them plainly what threatened 
them ‘t If thi'v knew the whole danger of their posi¬ 
tion. a tnode of salvation might occur to them, and he 
would also li.ave an ojiportunity of e.scaping out of the 
eiutehes of these pirates and slave»dealers. .\nd yet 
he started at the danger to which he exposed hitnsolf, 
if tl'.e mate, more especially, had a notion that ho 
knew so much, and his opinion on the suhject. 

lie did not know what to do, and the perspiration 
rolled in large bright drops from his brow : he could no 
longer endure the eontiuement, and he went upon deck 
—the ea'ptain and mate were still in the cabin—and 
walked forwards to the bows, where he looked long 
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and sorrowfully at the beautiful coast wliicli lay out¬ 
stretched before theiri, and which tliey would probably 
set foot on in such a fearful manner. 

“"VV'hat coast that?” a pentle voice said, close to 
him, in broken Mnglish ; “what coast that, ^lassa r” 
Prank looked round hurriedly to the speaker, and 
rccop;nized tlie old nef^ro. Sambo, who had walked up 
close to him, and cautiously looked round to see if 
they were noticed by any of the sailors. Prank hesi¬ 
tated f(»r a moment to reply—his heart heat almost 
audibly in his bosom, and the decision of all their fates 
lay, probably, in his answer ; but he could not lie, and 
when he re^ardtal the old man, with silver hair .and 
deeply-furrowed features, at his side, he felt horrified, 
for he remembered that he himself,althou"h innocently, 
was one of those who had betrayed the poor nei;i'o. 

“ Massa know how that coast is called r” the old 
mail said once aeain, and looked mistrustfidly in the 
terrilksl eounteuanee of the boy, but himsi lf started 
buck when the lad replied, in a gentle, hurried 
whisper— 

“Cuba!” 

“And we,” the old man said, after a long and 
jiainful pause, in whicii he tried to read his fate in the 
boy's open face —a anil did read it, too, — “and we, 
wheiv aiv they taking us't'” 

Prank eould no longer restrain himself, and, careless 
of the comseipienees, told the old mini, in a few words, 
of what h(' had been an involuntari' hean-r so shortly 
before. The old mmi, however, miuired no detailed 
statement ; all this was only the coufirmation of what 
ho had himself feared since he had seen the gun, now 
so carefully concealed again, the usuid armament of 
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pirates, anil lie sat for a long while with his chin rest- 
hiir on his chest, and his hands firmly clasped round 
his knee. .Vt this moment the cook came out of the 
iralley, and when Frank turned away from the old 
man, lest t'a'sar should see the tears which filled his 
eyelashes, the mulatto stood for a moment, and his 
c ihi restless glance was fixed on each in turn ; then, 
however, fie thrust his hands into his trousers 
jioekets. and walked baek whistling into the e.ahoose. 

The as the dangerous scliooner, one i.f 

the most notorious and fean>d pirates of the West 
Indiati seas, was now e.alleil under its false flag, gn- 
diiailv drew nearer and nearer to the coast, apparently' 
steering for the northern extremity of the islaiuh 

It was eight hells in the eveiiiTig. and the eaplaiu 
had ju't gone into the l•ahiu to send the tnale to his 
watch on deck, when the cook slijijied in eaiiliously, 
after looking into I’rauk's bunk. The boy was sleep¬ 
ing gent!\ and calmfy, for bis liealtliy poweri'ul tram - 
reijuired rest even at a time Mien bis mind might he 
excited hy terror and eare. When the mulatto had 
eonvineed himself of this fact, he jiassed through the 
doorway of the eahiti, whenc(> the mate lied het n 
watching him attentively, and, walking up ijuiei.h t > 
the captain, whispered— ^ 

“ We are betrayed ;—the white boy in there has 
put u ilea in old Sambo's ear. 'file black scoundrels 
know that the land on the lee is t'uba, and that they 
are going to be sold again.” 

*■ If 1 didn’t think so,” the mate hissed throngh bis 
elenehed teeth; “if Iny advice were followed, we’d 
throw the iitlie viper overboard. Tliat’s a pretty job; 
t'.ie devil to jiiiy, and no pitch hot!’’ 
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“Infernal younj' blackguard!” tbe old man nniti 
tered to liiiriHclf; “but are you certain of it ?” 

“Ah oortain uh I can be of anything,” the mulatto 
assured him. “'J'his afternoon, 1 saw the two together 
in tlie bows, wliispering, and when I went up, the boy 
turned away ; but as I had my suHjjieions, 1 liave been 
on the watch this eviuiing, and soon was certain that 
tlie black.s knew mor(! than would suit us,—they were 
putting their lu'ads togetlicr, and five or six of them 
wiere having a eonsnllat ion as to what they should do. 
1 could not un(ler.stand all they said, for the thick 
bulkliead renden'd it indistinct; but that they are 
now on their gmird is certain, and 1 wished to warn 
you, cuj)tain. It would la* lx.’st, before all, to get the 
hoy out of the why, or else he'll cause us trouble 
enough.” 

“ 1 say the same,” the mate asserted, “ douce take 
him ; from the first moment J didn't like liiin, and 
tliough I'm not superslitious, 1 lelt tliat that white- 
haireil boy wimtd bring \\s ill-luck—if ho has not now 
managed to make ms all the victims of his honesty.” 

The mulatto looked sarcastically at the mate on 
hearing the last word, but said not a syllable, for the 
" ohl one" was walking up and down the cabin with 
fohled arms, and iitultering the most fearful curses. 
The mulatto remained at the doorway, for he expected 
that ho would have a job to jierforni. The eaptaiio 
however, did not appear dispo.sed to revenge himself 
on the boy - ho was sail' enough ; but how to avert the 
danger which threatened them all from the now.infu- 
riated bhacks, in which it must inevitably come to a 
tremendous battle? In such a ca.se, he alone would 
be the loser; for even if the result was not for a 
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ninmcnt doul'tful, as all (lie arms were in liis own 
].o>sessiou, many of the blacks must be killed or 
maimed, before they could become masters of them 
aoain, and each of them would be a clear loss of so 
many hundred dollars. Cunning might perhaps save 
him in this dihanmn. 

“ How many blacks—men, I mean, for the women 
and chiidren don't count hero—have we altogether in 
the hold r ’’ 

" In tile laddr” the mate slowly repeated, count¬ 
ing them over in his mind; “ let me see—three, live 
• eiglit. and live in the cabin, aro thirteen; and iivi'- 
aiiil-twenty lor'ards — eight-and-thirty ; without idd 

liight-and-thirty,” said the ckptain, shaking his 
!iead ; “ eMiifoiind the Imy—jfit's not too late—and it 
can t be done any other way, well; ■ we’ll trv it! ” 
lint what then?” said the mate, ‘‘ wc have not 
mueh time 1,1't fui^ e.\i)criments, apd the little vil- 
i.iiii-■' * 

y Mu't hel]) US in it,” tin' idd man langlu'd; “thev 
entertain no snsjiieion of him; but you shall learn 
all to-morrow; for this eviming let them consult ([uictly 
tooctiuT: they can't alter it, for all that.” 

'1 he old man. cunning enough y hen he wanted to 
carry out any ]dan, .seemcil perfectly satisfied with 
himselt, and siinjdy sent both the mate and cook to 
their work, tliongh tlwy would so gladly have heard 
the detads ot his sclicme. 
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CIlAPTEIl IX. 

HOW CAPTAIN' IinHNDAIJ- COCNTEU IIlS rASSEJ.'fiEn.S, 
AND AVHAT SAMDO SAID TO IT. 

Frank has an iiitorviow with the captain. He is sent as envoy 
to th<} iio'^rncH. SnnilMis vain waniing. The tniacherou.s 
^ Hi'heiiuj of the mat?. Frank attempts to interfere. Tin- 
J>eaih of ('a*Kar the cook. Tlie ne^Toes are 
defeated. Frank in limbo. 

The next inoniinj,', at an early hour, the caj)tain, the 
mate, and Cie.sar tlic cook, had a short eoiisullatioii 
to"ether; or rather, Old Tom made them ac()\uiiiited 
with his scheme. A fight w.-is almost inevitable after 
what had iiabsed--in that all agreed, unles.s they ooiild 
seeiire the strongest and most respeeted among the 
band; and this they iiitmided to ellret. d'lie ‘‘oM 
one” then sent tlie otliiTs forward to post their me;;, 
a.s he had told tlmm : they must for that purpose 
choo.se the host of the crew, and he remained alone in 
the cabin, with a p.air of loaded ])istol,s in a little 
drawer before him, whither Frank was sent a few 
minutes latiT by tlu' cook. 

Frank’s heart certainly hi-at audibly, when he re- 
eeived orders to go down to the old man; he knew 
that, ill aeting rightly, he had acted against him .and 
his interests, and how furious the old man would bo 
when he learned it—he had no thought of Hirther 
d.anger for himself. He expected in fact nothing less 
than to hear the wlude brunt of the captain's anger; 
but he w.as not a little surprised at his receiving him 
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I'n tlic most friendly manner, and tolling him that 
they would ])robabiy have to heave to somewhere on 
the coast, and take in fresh watt'r. lie therefore 
iuteinled to make lists of Ida passengers, where they 
came from, what their names were, and their age, as 
he would be forcctl to show the list in the port. As 
then' was pot a breath of wind stirring this morning, 
he would taki' advantage of the opjiortnnily, and 
i’rank was to go forward,and send tlie people down. 

“• But not all at onee,” the old man added, as tim 
boy hurriod to h ave the c.ahin, dtdiglitcd at having got 
(hi .so eheapiv ; *• one alter the other, I'raidt- the mate 
will send them all on deck, men, women, and ehildren, 
and then they will come down here in turn, and go 
back into tin- main-deck through tfiat door 1 h.avc had 
made, where they must wait till all is over, or else 
there'll be some confusion; just ex])hdn that to them, 
J'rank.” 

*■ Ves. eapttlin,” cried the boy readily ; and in tlirco 
lioutids lie had reached the top of the companion- 
ladder. 

'I'iie Ill oroes laid in the meanwhile diseus.sed the 
peril to which they were e.vpo.sed, and .''ambo had 
advised them, in ease it came to extremities, to jios- 
sess llieiii.-clves immediately of all the handspikes, 
which were arrang<-d on deck in several )daees. The 
handspike is a fearful weaiion in the hand of a power¬ 
ful man; and even if they did not understand how to 
manage a vessel, still they Would be tdile to kee|) 
afloat, until they wen- picked uj) and s;ivcd by some 
regular cruiser. Tiiey were natundly all deU-rmiucd 
to die sismer Ilian let themselves he sold as slavc.s 
again, and projs isahs w ere already made to bring the 
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affair to a cli'fisioii at onoc, by addressing tlic captain; 
and telling him plainly of what they suspected him— 
when l*'ranlc cam<( to them and announced the pro¬ 
posed lists of names. &e. 

The old man warm'd them not to go d-own singly 
into the cahin ; but Frank assured them that there 
was not the slightest danger, as the captain was below 
l)y himself, and whatever might be his object liere- 
aftcr, he was (juitc; certain no danger hung over them 
there. They were well awart' they had nothing to 
fear from tlu? young lad, for he had proved that ho 
meant well by them, .and so they determined on obey¬ 
ing the order. Sambo, however, who was to go last, 
was a|)])ointed to tell the cajitain at the same time 
that they were aware what they had t() exjieet from 
him, and were ready to sigu.al the first ship that 
ajiproaehed them and denounce him, on the slightest 
attempt to deprive them of their liberty. 

“Halloo, below there!” the mate's voice cried at 
this moment through the hatch, “ all on deck for 
review—nj) with you, men and women ; afterwards you 
can sleep the whole day if you like.” 

'I’he negroes who were not already on deck (juickly 
obeyed this order: and a jxirtiou of them were about 
to go down straight to the cabin, when the mate 
laughingly stopped them, and made them understand, 
as well as he could in his broken J’ortiiguese, that the 
eaptaiit had only one hand to write with, and so could 
only receive one at a time. 

“ You long scamp,” he then tunted to a young lad, 
“can go first; or. stop, we will take the women and 
children first, and then it will work better—so now off 
wo go, and mind you keep order.” 
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• One of tlie women with a child in her arms was to 
L'e iirsl: ami J'raiik had also been called to undertake 
the writiii!;, ami inscribe their names, while the 
captain t|nestiom'd them. This all went on with 
eoiisideralile retrnlarity and speed—one after the other 
elimheil cautiously down the narrow steep ladder, 
and, after bein? examined, quilted the cabin again 
by it small door, which led llrst into a dark store-room, 
iti w hieh it light was bunting, and theti into the main- 
deck, though they were obliged to climb over a quaif- 
tity of citbles in their progress. 

The titiile stood iit the top of the ste])s, .and called 
those singlv w ho were to go down, .atid wheti all was 
in dmt order, he did not wait till all was finisheil 
below, but let one woman go down as far as the iloor. 
I'rom the iiiiiin-ili'ck the women, its they returned. 
Could converse witli their husbands on deck; but a 
Siiilor ke|)t wiiteh here, to h't tio one up again before 
the lists wore m;ide*out ; all went oy so quietly, and 
the crew laughed anti gossi|)ed with the negroes, so 
tlsit they soon began to feel safer, or at least eotiviticed 
that for the jtresent no harm was intendt'd them. Old 
.Sambo Wits the only one still dissatisfied, and sat at 
the fore-hiiteli. to Iciirn from some of the wtimen what 
they hail heeii asked, how they h.'uk been treiited, and, 
espeeiiiliy, if they had seen any one in the cabin bitsidc 
the cajitiiin and the boy. These i|uestions were asked 
in the language of his own country, atid the sailors, 
who were also looking dowti, could not understand 
anything of it. The attswers, however, tnust have 
been satisfactory, or aroused no further suspicion, for 
the old man made no n-mark to them, aud only fell 
b.ack again into his old watchful position. 
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Now camo llic men: the mate sent four or five «f 
the young fellows forwards, where one of the sailors, 
a J’ortugucse, was tellitig the negroes who surrounded 
him a story which convulsed them with laughter. 

“ Halloo, my boy ! ” the mate now called to one of 
tliein, he was the most powerful of the whole band, 
a gigiintic fellow, with broad shoulders and museular 
arms—“ make haste, that wo may get the aflair finished, 
or else it will he dinner-time before it’s all over.” 

The negro olawed, pulled up his white linen trow- 
sers. and parted the woolly hair on his forehead. He 
then quickly descended the companion ; but bo hiirdly 
reached the bottimi step when he received a tremen¬ 
dous blow on the temple, and was hurled to the ground 
lik(^ a Ba(rk ; the blow had been struck with a lil'e- 
])reservcr, and t^e unhappy fellow was immediately 
dragged, bound and gagged securely, into the store¬ 
room. 

Frank, who w,as busily engage'd in w riting, and sat 
with his back to the sti'ps, had not had the slightest 
idiai of 8\ich an act of barbarity, until he heard the 
fall, and turned j-ound in alarm. But luv he could 
utter a word, old Hrendall’s hand was on his shoulder, 
and clo.se to his forehead he saw the muz/le of tho 
armed pistol, whilq the old man, whose eyes seemed 
to ilash fire, hissed in his ear:— 

” One word, vi|)er, and I’ll blow your brains up to 
the deck, us if they were chatf in the wind;—you 
villain, do you think I took you on board and fed and 
••lot lied you, that you should reward my good deeds 
with treason ? t^uiet—one word, and you are a corpse: 
my forefinger is quivering to pay you your well-merited 
reward.” 
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• “ Here's another coming down,” the mate cxelaiined 
aL'ain at tliis moment; “now tliuii, fatty, make haste 
and get down !” 

• 11 ere the legs of one of tlie negroes became visible ; 
at the next moment he stood below, and saw at a 
glance tiie datigiT that menaced liim, but it was too 
late, ami while lie started back in horror, the blow 
struck him’ which hurled him to the ground. 

A third, a lourth, and lifth followed in this manner, 
and the captain by this eiiniiing tind devilish scheme 
Would easily have been able to render one half, and 
ihoM‘ the strongest of the batid. harmless, liad not ohl 
_ San bo abov(' kejit a watch over tho^- who went down 
!iml those who agaiti beeame vi'ihle iti the main-deck. 
Ca sar was the lirst who noticed'the danger which 
I hn-ati'iied their seheme, and he w hisjiered to the mate 
as he passed h.itn, to get the ohl fellow away from 
his post, or else he wtuild notice what they were 
ahoiit. 

•• W'e'll sooti stop his fun,” Ihe itiate laughed gently 
to himself; and crossing over the deck he called Sambo 
by natru'. 

The ohl matt did not appe.ar to hear him. 

“ Halloo, S.imho, my matt—otic of you just go and 
nmlge the deaf old rascal in the rjbs ;—Samlio, hang 
it, man. the captain wants you.” 

“ JJut ] don't want captain.” the (dd man growled, 
without leaving his place, and then shouted below,— 
“Congo—where, is Congo i” he went d.iwii the lirst, 
and 1 have not seen him come back yet 1” 

The sixth had just gone down, anil while he xvas 
being gagged and rendered harmless, Frank, who could 
no longer oudure to be the witness of such horrors. 
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sprang up, but was felled senseless to the ground by 
the captain’s fist. 

“Conffo — tiicTc! IS ConffoP" the old man noh 
shouted below, louder than before; — ‘‘what! Congo 
not there yet? and (iuuieauot there eitherF — Stop, 
stop, behind there!” he shouted to a couple of young 
fellows, who were just preparing to go down; “stop, 
there are some still below — let them come up 
iirst.” 

‘ “ There is no one below, you black scoundrel!” the 
mate .shouted, scarcely suppressing his fury, at the old 
man preventing the I'ruition of their scheme ; “ come, 
get on, boys, yhy are you standing there and 
gaping ? ” 

“ iSambo says not go,” one of tlicin rejilied. 

“ Sambo be hanged!” the sailor growled; “make 
haste and go below, and don’t keep the others 
waiting.” 

“Stop, stop, stop—■.treachery!" the old negro now- 
yelled across the deck’and Sci]) rei|uired no further 
warning, for the male at the same moment drew a 
jiislol, while the sailoi-s suddenly threw themselves on 
tile startled and surprised negroes, and struck down 
all who ojiposed them. 

lint they did no| find them so utterly unprepared: 
the idd man’s shout had been given at the right mo¬ 
ment, and seizing the nearest handspiki-s, as they had 
arranged, they oHcred an obstinate resistance to the 
sailora. Scip, especially, one of the most [lowerful of 
the band, who had been in such imminent jieril of en¬ 
tering the lion’s den, escaped the mate’s furious blow, 
and seizing a broken piece of a handspike gave the 
mate such a blow on the temple, that he fell back 
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.against the coombings of the liatchwav, and was liurled 
• to t\ie bottom of the companioi\. 

This gave Si'ip'a comrades time to eolleet, for the 
sailors below, who were Just on the point of rushitig 
on deck to assist the others, were impeded by the 
iiiate’a budv as it fell in their way; tiicy soon cleared 
the b<)«s of the vessel from all the white men, and 
called to'the blacks who were in the main-deck, to 
eoiiu' uj). lint t’msar had already taken his measures 
to jirevent this, for he scarcely noticed that the 14 '- 
groes si-crit< (l treachery, and would probably defend 
tliemsehes, before he sprang, with one of the sailors, 
to the hatchway, from which the ladder had been 
reiiioMMl early in the morning, ami dnov across it the 
heavy eompauion, upon which he thnov two heavy 
casks (pf Manipjk flour, placed there for the purpose. 

Hut his tri-achery to his owni race was fated, on this 
(pp casion, to be.ir bad fruit. Scip, who had vowed to 
kill the mulatto, a» soon as Sambo had informed him 
(pf the captain’s shameful doaign,-*-for only by his 
])ersuasion had they eseiiped from their former master, 

— hardly saw by uliat devilish cunning their de.struc- 
tippii was prciparcd and was now being executed, than 
he threw himsp-lfou the mulatto, candess of personal 
danger, iind with the war-cry of his race on his 

lips. 

The latter heard the yell, aiipl with a rapid glance 
at liis assailant, he speedily recppgni/.ed the danger 
thill ihreiitcned him and turned to fly, but it was 
too late, and when he found his foe close behind him, 
he had only time to turn and dniw his knife, which— 
like ill! the other sailors on board the pirate ships—he 
had concealed this morning beneath his w ide Gueru- 
G 



82 FKASK WU.rjMAX’s ABVEKTrBE.S. 

Hoy. Although he struck furiously at the negro with 
his knife, what avail was steel against the rush of his 
aroused assailant 'r The negro stooped down for a 
spring, like a tiger that is certain of its prey, and 
spurning the wea|)on he held in his liarul. for h(‘ 
longe<l to clutch his victim in his grasp, he hurlcil it 
from hitii, anil hounded furiously on the upraised knife 
of his enemy. 

The knit'c entered h.is side and the wound was mor¬ 
tal; hut his iron fingers wi're pressed on the Ihi- 'ai tif 
the mulatto, ('.cs.-ir atteinjited to cry for In Ip ; hut 
liis strength failed him: one of the erew sprang for¬ 
ward and juilled Scip haek, in the iiitentin.i of tying 
his Iiands, for it was to their advantage to sjcire the life 
of their slaves as far as they could ; hut it w as in v:iiii: 
the avenger held the dying in:in convulsively, .am! 
gloated over the sight of his fearfully dislovicd fea¬ 
tures. 

Tom Tiremlall had by this time foitml hiswavo. (iee\. 
past the senseless body of his mute, am' o\>< ,t 
by tbe rest of the crew, he rushed with • . • c ■ ..s 
courage on the hand of negroes, who i itely 
awaited the attack. lloth parties knew they 

hail to e.v[)eet from eacli other, but Tom Itrcndall 
was more especially conscious that such a favourable 
moment as tliis, when a portion of the negroes was 
hound and anotlier imprisoned oi' the main-deck, 
would never rt'tiirn. Uidess he eoiivjucred now, the 
fearfully esoitod slaves woidd be ina stera of the ship, 
and himself and his ert'w were irrevocably licsr. 

There is nothing more terrible in the world than 
the struggle of despair on board a ship : the conquered 
have no hope iu flight—death stalks urouud them, and 
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frenzy take.*; the place of fear, the weake.st man 
: ; last becoiiie.sa fjiaiit. 

Xevertln'les.s. tlie selfisliness of their enemies in 
tiiis instance helped the poor betrayed negroe.s; any 
ne tliey killed nr w.mndi’d dangerously weald be a 
clear Ill'S, and the jiirates at first would not make u.se 

■ f their tire-ann.s. Ibit of what avail wt-re their 
l.nisi's to them : The iteoroes stood on the forecastle 
•, ith their iiandspikes rai.sed, and eviTy inaii they 
.'truck fell .'cuseless on thi'deek. 

•• Thiniih r and death ! " the old man shouteil when 
their r.tlaek was repulsed by the blacks, who were 
!ightin'.t for tic ir livi-s. and the noise .of rending wood 
reached his ear from below ; “ the villains tire break¬ 
ing out from the main-deck - two of you to the cabin, 
and strike at every black bead that shows itself.” 

“• J’orwa-d.s, there, forwards 1” the aged Sambo 
(i.edat. this moment; “ he]]), boys, to liberate our 
'■oin ’^s. and then the vessel will be ours.” And 
'jirmging from the forecastle luT ru-shed on the pirates, 

■ lose’\ followed bv bis compatriots. This euuji tin 

"in was si successful that the crew had great ditll- 
cnlty l;i luihiim; their own, while from the cabin 
'■liind-d the wild cry of the other negroes, who had 
iini'si open the door leading into jt, and were now 
forcing their way on deck. 

Hut the time was now pa.st when the pirates could 
spare their victims, in the hope of keeping their slaves 
sound, wind and limb; they were eompelled to defend 
tbeir own lives, and BreinlaH’s hoarse shout of “ Fire!” 
echoed across the deck. 

The efl'cct w as terrific and ruinotis for the negroes; 
t'.ir the while men tore the canvas from a chest in the 

* u 
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centre of the deck wliicli had been placed there during 
the morning, and had not been noticed by the negroes,' 
and taking out the already loaded lire-arnis, they 
hurled destruction in the ranks of the enemies. 

“Forwards!” Sambo shouted, who saw that their 
only safety lay in spurning death; “ Forwards ! ” but 
it wiis his last word. Tom Hrendall, pressing his pistol 
alnio.st against his temple, drove a bullet through hi.s 
brain, and the next shot hui'led another negro to the 
'ground, who was just rmshing at the captain. 

Although the other negroe.s, who had hitherto been 
confined in the niain-deek, now rushed forward, a 
shower of lead greeted them, and before tlmy could 
C(dlect their strength, the i)irateN, who h.ad clubbed 
their muskets, had driven the terrified negrcpes back 
to llie forecastle and kept them there. 

Hut let us pa.ss over the horrors of this terrible, 
unnatural eonfliet — when Frank recovered his senses, 
all was over, but he found himself in the hold, bound, 
anil around him lay thC chaineil forms of t!ie slaves. 

For four days he lay in the sweltering, burning 
hold, and fancied he should die ; for four days he heard 
Hie curses and cries of ptiin from his neighbours, who 
were longing for death, to bring them .at least an 
alleviation of their torture. 5Iany of them were 
wouiuled, and gasped for water totpieneh the feverish 
thirst that parched tlieir tongues; but only twice a 
day did one of the crew come- the Fortugtn-se who 
perforuved the duties of the cook—and brought them 
a hard ship’s biscuit and a drauglit of water to keep 
them at least tUive. 

On the fourth evening they heard the anchor chain 
running out, and blessed the hour which brought any 
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chaiigo in their situation, for let it be what it wouhl, 
it must afford them alleviation, as it could not hi' 
more fearful. 

By day they certainly heard steps and strange 
voices on di'ck, but no one came below to look at 
them; even the cook was absent at the regular hour, 
and it must have been at least ten o’clock, when he 
brought them their scanty, and yet so longed-for 
meal, lie was followed on this occasion by the cap¬ 
tain and two of the crew, and Frank was released" 
from the .staiiehiou, to whieh he was bound, and 
carried into the storeroom aft, where he w;is leil to 
himself, while the two pirates who accompanied him, 
made no reply to the ijuestions he addres.sed to 
them. ’ 

Oh! how he enjoyed the cool, fresh, night brci'/e, 
when they lifted him on deck, ami led him to his new 
jirison ! how he inhaled with greedy respirations the 
pure and freshening blast, which eame from the 
neighhouring mountains—bifl he wars allowed no 
time to enjoy that which (Jod had granted to ail his 
creatures eipially. He could only cast a ra|)id glance 
around, and he saw that they were at anchor before 
an immense city, who.sc tbou.saud lights greeted him, 
and mount.ains cnclo.sed the whol^; scene : hut then 
his torturers forced him to de.scend to his jirison, 
and night—fearful, horrible, darkness—surrounded 
him. 

“Why doesn’t the old one send the young villain over¬ 
board ?” one asked the other, as they again aseeiided 
the companion ; “ there are sharks enough to sp:ire us 
all further trouble—the mate is besides quite wild, 
licit we didn’t do it long ago." 
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“Tlieold one didn’t like it!” the other growled, 
“ he thinkti we must have a steward, and would run 
the same risk with any other boy : this one is, at 
least, a little broken in,” ho added, “ and will soon be 
all right.” 

“ Hem! 1 don’t know!” the first said again, “when 
it ain’t in the blood, teaching isn’t of much use, as 
my father always said, when he wanted to make a 
parson of me; aJid there he was quite right, the parson 
-wa-sii’t in my blood, and so it is with this boy. Tlie 
j)irate ain’t in him, and the sooner wc get rid of him, 
the better—he’ll do no good—the devil take such 
squeamish cubs.”. 

'file two nil'll went forwards again, and for a whole 
week I'rank saw no one save the cook, who brought 
him his prison fare, but at times fresh tropical fruits, 
and a glass of wine now and then, so tliat he should 
gain his strengtii again, as he said. At the expiration 
of this period, I'rank heard the anchor weighed once 
more, the vessel quivered to its keel, when tlie heavy 
ehain wound round the capstan—then all became 
quiet—the vessel gently heeled over- half an hour 
later, and its regular pitching and heaving .showed tliCy 
w ere out to sea. The [mor boy sank despairingly back 
on his hard bed, for ho was dragged out to sea once 
again in the eompany of these monstens, and what 
w ould now be his fate, w hen so utterly and hopelessly 
in their power ? 
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CHAPTER X. 

now ruAXK hecame a eiuate—the riiiST riu/.r. 

I'raiik i-* ag;un Tlie cnptAin*H waniing. A Sweiiihh 

lirij' is ^attacked and boardt.*d. The fate nf the cr<*\v. 

Walking the plank. An unexpected incident. Th^ Turflf 
i> luiulkcd itf her prey. Arrival of two men-of-wur. 

I'liANK Imd sciirccly had time to eoiivinco himself, 
by the mot ion of the vessel, that they liad really' 
gone to sea aoain. than the door.of his iirison was 
oltened, and the Portiigiii’se came in to take oil’ his 
chains, 

“ Xow keep quiet, my hoy.” he .said, at the same 
time, *■ and he rea.sonahle for the future - the eaptaiii 
is willing to elo.s(“ an eye, and set you free, but I 
wouliln'l be in vour .skin if he eatehes vou again 
interfering in his aft’airs : so blind what you’re about, 
my boy, and be careful—you must know best what’.s 
good for your hide.” 

.With this well-me.ant warning the I’ortnguese 
unloosed the padlock, and when the hoy rose .slowly 
and stretched his limbs, in order tp accustom them to 
their now unusual e.\erci.se, he opened the disir, aiid 
added laughingly; - 

‘•t'icoe on, comrade, and mind you get to leeward 
of the old man; but you’ll find it a hard inatU-r, I 
expect.” 

Frank very clearly understood what the sailor 
meant bv this, but wtis at the same time n'solute, that, 
let what would hapjien, he would not yield a liair’a 
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breadtli to the man who had brought liim into such 
a situation l)y false rcprescnitations. Besides this, 
wearied of his life, it aj)])eared to him quite indiffereut 
what the villain did to him; and yet he was far from 
having seen all the horrors of this fearfid vessel, and 
was fated to be a witness of iiiueh worse scenes, than 
those h<! had already experienced—and Frank believed 
that it had heen the most fearful thing that could have 
possibly happened. 

‘ “ Halloo, my hoy !” the captain shouted to him, as 
he entered the cabin,—“ have we knocked the non¬ 
sense out of you a little ? You ought by rights to 
niak<' acquaintanc'' with the gunner’s daughter, and I 
])roini.sed it you, hut 1 will first try once more what 
cifect kindness will have on you, and bhope you will 
repent your ingratitude, and behave yourself better 
—shame on you, to betray your bcncfaclor.s to a baud 
of niggers.” 

‘‘ 1 owe you rvi> gratitude,” the boy rc'plied hohlly, 
and in the full einisciousuess of his rectitude ; ‘‘ when 
1 came aboanl 1 thought you were lionest tr.-iders. and 
not what you are,” he added, ghx)niily, “• and bad you 
let me go iny way then unhindered, 1 should now J)e 
working for honest jx'ople. hajipilv and eontentedly. 
But let me go now,, and 1 will not say a word about 
you to any one; it will be a warning to me for my 
future life, but, indeed, you have no right to claim 
iny gmtitude.” 

The captain did not appear to be at all angry at the 
boy's bold sjx'eeb, on the contrary, he laughed quietly, 
and then remarked:— 

“ I am glad, my boy, that you won’t let youraclfhe 
bullied—I like bolduess and courage, but it mustn’t 
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bp applied in a wrong direction,” be added, nienac- 
ingh', and his eve assumed a cold and terrible appear- 
aiu-e; “ tlie way overboard is short, and remeinlx'r, 
Frank, it will only cost me one word, if ever T have 
cause to bo dissatisfied with you again. But,” ho 
added, in a hinder tone, “ you will be more reasonable 
.—thousands have grown so before you, and there is 
an old sailor’s rule, never to keep higher in the wind 
than the course vou want to steer: if vou do so, it 
generally brings its own punishment. So now tt) 
your work again, my boy—Porto has managed all'airs 
very <jneerly, especially in washing up, since you have 
been off duty, and it’s time for matters to he in order 
again. Not a word more,” he angrily interrupted the 
boy, as he attempted to speak ; if you promised to 
behave yourself 1 wouldn’t believ(> you till 1 had 
))roof of it, and anything els(^ will do you no good, 
but oidy make your case worse. So ‘ right about 
face,’ as tluw say ashore, and be otfjvith you.” 

The old man turned away, and Frank, who clearly 
saw that m- discussion would bo of any use at the 
jiresent moment, left the cabin, and went in the first 
instance on deck, to see whercabo\its they were. 

The Turthdovf was standing out to the sea with a 
fresh northerly breeze, and every sgil set, and the vessel 
looked as clean and tidy as if it had just left port, new- 
rigged and painted. Frank could not see a sign of 
niggers—even the two blacks, formerly belonging to 
tlie crew, Ciesar, the mulatto, and Jim, had di.sap- 
peared, and the maiiideck was empty, and the port¬ 
holes wide open. Frank shu<lderod, when he thought 
of what could have become of all the unfortunates, 
but he dared uot ask after them, and the dark scowl- 
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ing faces, many of them still displaying unhealed 
wounds, that angrily and menacingly regarded him, 
did not, in truth, aid in causing him to forget the past 
scenes of terror. 

The mate himself gave him the worst greeting ; he 
had a tremendous, almost fresh wound across his fore¬ 
head and no.so, which gave his generally ugly face a 
still more terrible expression. 

“ Down with you to yoim own place,” he attacked 
the boy, “you young scoundrel! what have you got to 
sj)y Iierc—you’re looking after your black villains of 
comrades ? if my advice were followed, you wouldn’t 
hare troubled to Ipok after them again. Off with you, 
and not a word, or I’ll knock out your brains, if a 
tlioiisnnd ‘ idd onOs ’ Interfered—treacherous young 
hound!” and he stamped bis foot with fury. 

Frank's heart bounded, the blood rushed to his 
temples, and tlie tears filled liis eyes, llirongh j)ain 
and anger ; but wlint eould lu‘, a <diild, do against ail 
tbe.Ho grown-\i|> criminals ? he eould only have given 
them cause for further ill-treatment. Still, lie vowed 
to himself that he would repay the insult whenever ho 
had au oppcuduiiity, and the bitter feeling of revenge 
took root for the lirst lime in his young and yet 
uneorrupted hotirt., 

From that day ho carried a knife in his belt, under 
his jacket: he wished to be protected against the ill- 
treatment of these men, and if they drove him to 
e.vtremities, they should at least feel the sting of the 
worm which they had so mercilessly trampled on. 

Hut thert' were soon other things to do on board 
than ill-treat a boy. The look-out man signalled a 
ship on the lee bow, two days after the events just 
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described, and the Turtledove —who, in spite of hi;r 
evident cliaraeter, still retained this peaceful name— 
steered str.iight towards her, so as to cross her Iwws. 
Before long they had drawn near enough to recogni/.c 
tlie flag, and it was soon found to be a Swedish brig, 
j)robably bound to one of the Dutch or French settle¬ 
ments in Central America, to barter her cargo for the 
produce of warmer latitudes. 

Now, however, the character of the schooner was 
openly declared, as they probably expected iui I'asier 
prize by terrify ing the foe. The swivel wa.s uncovered, 
and ammunition brought on deck: llie crew werc 
anned to flu' teeth with eutlasscii and pistols, and 
when within gun-Khot of the Swede, the /i/ood-rcd 
sigu/d of murder wan run up to thv peak, and Ilutteretl 
in the breeze. 

On hoard the Swede terrible eonfuaioa suddenly 
firvW.led ; the crew ran back and forward, and it was 
evident that the fearful symbol of the pirate liad terri- 
licd them. The SJinrk —for even the fal.st.' imme, 
which had been till now stretched over the right one, 
on a jiicce of canvas.s, was removed—had, in the mean 
while, though without firing a .shot, ap|>roached so 
near the brig that they could h(‘.irthe c<tnfuscd (.rders 
on bo.anl- -when Tom Brendallgaye the signal to fire, 

(uid directly afterwards the shot pierced the brig’s 
quitrter. and cntitred the cabin. 

The sailor at the wheel through this lost his head 
so completely, that he allowed the ship to fall off from 
the wind, and olTcredthe pirate an excellent chanctr to 
sweep her decks, fore and afl, with the second shot. 

The mate of the Shark was standing at the swivel, 
and a really satauic smile crossed his features on 
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perceiving the advantage thus offered tlicm. ITe did 
not hesitate a nioinoiit in employing it; and the next 
shot produced a fearful effect on board the doomed 
brig. Crashing through a crowd of people nho wire 
collected on the quarter-deck, it whizzed close jiast 
the inainmnsl and struck the foremast, whose splinters 
wouuded the sailors standing around, while the mass 
of woodwork and spars slowly fell over the sid(“. 

Thi* brig was a wrtJck ; and the schooner, j)erfeetly 
sun* of meeting with no further resistance, ran along¬ 
side of her a few minutes later, xvhile the pirates leapt 
aboard from the hammock nettings, and threw them- 
s(*lves on the few defeneeh*ss sailors, xvhom they bound 
and placed a guard over. 

The mate of the brig had been killed by the second 
shot, the captain wounded by a splinter from the bul- 
w.arks, and, while the rapacious band hurried bidow t o 
carry off all worth taking, Tom Breudall commanded 
tin- Swedish captain to give uj) his ready money or 
any valuables lu* possessed. The latter, however, 
though smarting from his wounds, bit his lips to¬ 
gether, and told the pirate lie might do his worst, but 
he should not have the money,—that was well con- 
eealed, and should swim or sink with the ship. 

“ Thert* are ways to jiersuade obstinate gentlemen 
like you, my old fellow,” the pirate said, with a laugh; 
“ such things often hap]>en iu our trade, and we know 
how we have to treat them. If your mouoy is dearer 
to you than the lives of your crew, we can always 
have a lark with you afterwards. Ou deck, there I” he 
shouted to several of his own crew,—“ push out the 
plaiik, and make the bids in the bows take a walk one 
after the other, till I tell you to atop.” 
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‘■'Ay, av, sir,” the myrmidous readily replied; a 
■])laiik was thrust about six feet outwards from tho 
bulwarks, while a number of the bandits put their 
feet on the other end, and seizing the first to hand of 
the crew of the ill-fated vessel, they unbound him and 
hade him “ march.” 

The ptxir fellow knew his fate ; it is the usual cus¬ 
tom of pirates to get rid of their prisoners in this 
■way ; and ■without saying a word, though with fury in 
his glance, he walked toward the ])lank. He was a 
jiowerful young fellow, of a truly athletic form ; and 
one of the jnrates who performed the functions of 
boatswain, and was now leaning against the bulwarks 
to watch the death of the first victim, said, with a 
malicious smile,— 

“ He'll make a tidy hole in the water, and he a 
delicate morsel for the fishes.” 

“ You not murder my men in that way ! " the 
Swedish captain now shouted, and regarded the ter- 
rihle scene with deathly fear. 

“ Dare'r ” old Tom Hrendall remarked; “what 
don’t we dare,—and who is to prevent us ? Over w ith 
him !” 

“Come, my beauty, make haste!” shouted the 
boatswain. 

'• I am going,” the .Swede replied, “but not alone!" 
and before the pirate could utter a cry of surprise or 
defend himself, the desjieratc m;ui rushed upon him, 
seized him with a giant’s strength, and bore him out 
on the plank. 

Help ! ” the terrified pirate yelled at the instant, 
—“ help! ” and his comrades were hurryuig to his 
assistance, but, forgetting that they ■were standing on 
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the board to keep it down, they had hardly quitted 
their ])lncc ere the other end of the plank tilted and, 
witli the men, sank in the waters, which closed over 
their heads. 

The boatswain did his best to rise again to the sur¬ 
face, and the really terrified pirate.s watched with 
horror the dealh struggle going on beneath them in 
the clear sea; but he might as well have tried to 
liberate hi.s limbs from the iron clutches of a vice. 
Tliere was no hope left for the Swede, he knew that 
only too well, and he mercilessly bore one of his assas¬ 
sins with him to the bottom. 

Olil llreiidall stamped the deck furiously ; the boat¬ 
swain was one of his best hand.s, and the obstinaey of 
the captain did not serve to a]ipcase him. Leaving 
him under the charge of two of his men, Itc went down 
liim.self into thi' cabin to search for tlie hidden trea¬ 
sure; but the sum of ready money was very trifling, 
and the cargo, consisting priuci[>aHy of inenl and a few 
short goods, promi.scd them but slight profit. 

Itelurniug to the deck again, he threatened the 
ca])tain once again with tlie execution of his former 
menace, but in vain ; the Swede adhered to his deter¬ 
mination. 

“Do what you tike with u.s, dogs that you are!” he 
cried in furious desperation ; “ for, even if 1 gave you 
up our money, our fat<> would remain the same.—you 
would murder us that you might be secure from 
detection.” 

“ (}»>od! then you shall at least make the journey in 
company ! ” the pirate hissed through his teeth ; and 
his whistle brought his aecompliee.s on deck, when 
they tied the crew, with the captain in the centre. 
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'ifcurt'ly round the stil! standing mainmast. AVhen 
this was done, they searched every corner of the 
vessel, even pulled out the pumps to look whether the 
Swede had not selected this as the hiding-place for his 
treasure, but to no purpose; they found nothing hut 
what lay ojnn in the eujiboards, and the fury t)f the 
pirates thus deceived, kjiew no bounds. 

Sail ho I ” one of the crew suddenly shouted, and 
when all eyes were turned in the direction he indi¬ 
cated, they distini'tly .saw two sail to windward, which* 
Were coming up rapidly w ith the fresh bree/.i'. 

t)ld Hreiidall took the Swede’s glass, which lay 
on the eoni|)anion, and, w.alking up to tin* skylight, 
carefully regardeil the approa<-hing vessels ; hut they 
did not a|>pear to please him. for’he ealh-d the mate 
and told him to look as well. AVhat the two shi[>s 
were, wa.s soon clear to his crew as well as to that of 
the captured ve.sscl, for the onh-r to make sail immedi¬ 
ately, summoned all the pirates on the deck of the 
strange vessel. 

“ .\nd now fire the nest here and then on board I ” 
the captain’s \oice sounded coldly and fearfully in the 
ears of the prisoners—“the boys have made us hot, 
and we will do the same to them.” 

‘‘Jlalloo, there. Hill, James, Ib-dshirt 1 ” the niat<'’H 
Vi'iee was heard above the wild hurrah of the bandits, 

- bring the coals out of the caboose, the spars amid¬ 
ships will help us—so, (juiek, my boys 1--we havii't 
mueh time to lose.’’ 

lie bad nooeeasioii to repeat the order; the sav.age 
band, rendered furious both by tbeir disappointed 
hopes and the death of their comrade, soon nlurned 
with the Coals. Piled up on the deck and covered 
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with all the wordwork Ij'ing loose about, the thick 
smoke soon rose oii high, and when the pirates pushed 
off their little vessel with wild shouts, the flames 
burnt vividly, and eagerly seized on all around. 

But tlie S/iar/c had no time to lose, for the ap- 
proaehiiig ves.s(ds were distinctly recognised to be 
men-(;f-war, by the bold, symmetrical cut of their 
masts, and their sails. They were a ship of the lino 
and a corvelte, of which the latter appeared to be by 
I'ar the swifter sailtT. Tliose on board the pirate 
could not be mistaken as to the character of the two 
vessels, and the corvette, after exchanging a few 
hurried signals, began the chase, while the man-of-war 
rau u[i alongsidi! the burning vessel, to save what 
could yet be saved-. 


C1I.\PTE1{ XI. 

MOUK SCKXES O.N IlOAUl) THE 1*1 HATE, A.VD HOW 
E'llANK came; TO A DESCEUATE RESOl.rTIOS. 

Tile (rtirsiiit. Tom ISremUll iilay.-* au artful trick. A French 
inercliaut vvi>tiel in tK>ardlt‘ii. The S/utik ntuntlM lluru. 
Laiulho! Thf man-of wHr atoamer. Thv .Shurk'n pa{K;r8 are 
overlmuhul. Kmtik leaps ovorhoanl. The I’irate is hlown 
out the water. Kneapu of the mate. Death of Tom 
ItroDiUll. 

I'uAJiK, who had been a horrified spectator of the 
whole fearful scene, under the strict eharge of the 
eook, had really formed lui intention to leap over¬ 
board, and risk his life in attempting to assist the 
unhappy Swedish crew. But whetlier the eook sus- 
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poctcJ pomothiri!}; of tlic sort, or ^oulil not otposii' 
■jiini to the t<'iiij)t!ition, lie nuJilenly seizeil the Ivy hy 
t!;i‘ collar, nhrti the schooner had cut the rojics which 
'till bound her to the burniti" vessel, and led him 
ilt'wn into the cabin, where he was eomiiellcd to retnain, 
ti*! they !iad piMceeded so ercat a distance fr,>ni the 
-sjiot as to render every attempt to hel[> llv.an fniitless. 

The boi's last hojie was now in tin' corvette, from 
M !;oiri tlm M-hooner was attein|iiim; to e.scape, and tin.-, 
hope nppeai'ed to be eontirined, when ii'oht del not* 
take them oiit of the enemy’s reaeli. < t'd lireiidail 
steeri'd the same cour.si’ .all niohl. in the evpectalion 
th.at he would eet far emiuoh to wlpdward to render 
any I'urtlier pursuit vain. Tiie comette, however, lay 
almost as ehi.-e to the wind as did'tlie selioom r. and 
sailed better, so that the pursuer was soon in dan¬ 
gerous provimitv. The baht bn e/e .alone t'avourel 
the schooner, and the pirate determimal to take nion' 
advantaoe of the ne.'.t njeht. It had, lanise juently, 
.-earee set in, ere the old pirate sijdehmly onh red lii,' 
l.ian at tlie wheid. to let hiU' head fall of'; t lax thus 
r.an ftir ah'ul an hour under t!ee pruteei!,.n of tl; ■ 
d.irkness. till they finei' d jhey eonll J:o lei e. r 
sei 11 from till' corvette. Tlu'onler "to l.iwer ah ’’ 
was then '_'iven, and live minutes later the .st’o,-/' lay 
w ith nake.l Spars eu llie water, an l si e.vly dnf'o ■! t i 
leewards. 

The ne.vt moriiino not a sltrn <-f :i sad w:is to be 
seen on tin' distaiit hori/on, and the pinile ve.s-e! 
steered viin etly soutiuvanl w ith ew ry inch of canvas 

set. 

Kratdi tried in v.-iin to gucs.s w here they were b 'iin ! 
fur; wiivtiler it was that old IJiandail did n.t feei 

u 
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quite secure in the Atlantic, after the two last and 
j)artiall}' unsuccessful crimes, or wlu^ther lie was de¬ 
sirous of a chanj'e of scene; he did not stoji again, 
all hough they met several sail during the next days, 
and kejit on his southerly course, until they reached 
a certain latitude below the equator, and the trade 
winds gradually calmed, when he steered westward, 
and there was no longer any doubt that he intended 
to round (’ape Horn. 

Life on board had, in the meanwhile, become rather 
monotonous; the crew, who had been informed of 
their captain’s scheme, only performed the ah.solutely 
necessary duties,.ttnd their hatred of the boy had gra¬ 
dually died away, with the ciceptiou of the mate. 
Jn the excitement'of the bust deed, much of the former 
was forgotten, and a lucky cajiture, which they made 
in the latitude of I'ueiios Ayres, ai>|>eared to have re¬ 
stored them their old wild humour. 

'I'hi'y came up w ilh and boarded a I’remdi merchant 
vessel, wliich had consiilerable sums on board, destined 
for .Monte A'ideo; rich booty fell into their hands, 
and they coiitenti'd themselves with scuttling the 
vessel, and giving the remainder of the erew that had 
not been killed, a chance of reaching the coast in 
their boat, or of being taken otf by anotlmr vessel. 
Wliat did the villains care, whether the unhaiipy men 
might be caught in a ptinipcro and sunk, or else perish 
from thirst ere they reached a port ? 

Tom Hnmdall, however, seemed determined to keep 
ou his original course, in spite of the booty they had 
ma«le. The weather became cold and stormy ; in the 
vicinity of the Falkland Islands, they were caught in 
a \ loleut pampero, and a week later they were iu snow 
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nTiil icp, Jiot far from Staaten Island, at t!ip most 
soutlicrly point of tho immense American continent, 
niicre the end of tlie j»ienntic vertebra, winch extends 
from the Xorthern Arctic Ocean to the south, under 
the title of Koeky Mountains, Andes, and Cordillera, 
streti'hes out its precipitous cliffs into the foaming, 
racing se;j. and oflers a barrier to its power and fury. 

With a favourable wind, they rounded the Cape, 
an'L on reaching the Paeifie, hurried towards a milder^ 
partner eliitiate, with all sail s(‘t. 

I’raiik h;id hoeom*' very melancholy ; the st'a that 
washed tin' shores which he called home, was left far 
b' hind. and iiop-, thrown into the iniilst of a hand of 
criminals, he was drifting hopeles-ly to ruin. Ilow 
eonld he ever siiecced in esetijiing fiis tortures? eould 
he hopt' that the ;irm of the law wtmhl ever reaeh the 
hiood-thirsty villains? And, if it were so, would he 
tint be exposed to the danger fif being eounted one of 
tluun? Who would believe his statement, that he 
laid oolite on board in ignoranet', and was innocent of 
the blood which the murdering hand had shed in 
stfeatns ? 

And what would be the end, if lie remained any 
longer an instrument of tlie.se men. among wiiom he 
would he ruined, body and soul- what ivouhl eveiitu- 
idly lieeome of him? Ah! his heart hlcil, wlieii he 
thougiit of his poor Helen; what would she have 
said, if she had known that his first flight into the 
world hail been made on board a pirate ? 

The time had nipidly slipped away in cruizing back¬ 
wards and forwards, and the ship’s log on this day 
indicated the 2 Uh December. 

Cliristmasl—have you ever, de.ir n-ader. spent a 
Ji 2 
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Cliristmns away from hdine? I do not wish it to 
you; J will hojie that this clioory, iiiorry season is 
etill passed hy you as happily, and free from care, 
aswlum YOU first stretched out your anus towards the 
plisteniue li;;ht, while seaU'd on your mother’s h;[). 
-Hut in that ea.>cr you do not know how the forest with¬ 
out looks so fearl’ully quiet and nielaueholy : how tl;e 
clouds drift athwart the eloomy sky with such rapidity ; 
how till' v.av('s mutter such straiige melodies, and 
rustli', and dash, and foam, as if the solitude around 
wen; um-udurahlc. 'J'hat is tlu? season, when all tlic 
pictures of home, alas! si) fervently :ind ardently 
cherished, howeviT much the storm of lile may have 
submerged them, rise to the surface, and aeijuire their 
old, holy ]»ower ; tliat is llio season when you eaiiiiot 
refrain from tears, even lhou;;h you have kejit them 
dammed up in their sluiees with iron .-trenuth —me¬ 
mory tap> at the portals of the heart, and you ha\e 
no oeea>!oii to ojiim tlu in. they tly a^nmier mta'.ie- 
ousK. lull there .-lie -tands, im lanelmlv andmiourn- 
inu, on tile thre-liohi, for she lias found milv thorns 
on whirn to lay her head—thorns ami net tie-ali>ne ; 
and _\e; i.n ttmt evening she does not aeain unit her 
old abode; she stays and weeps, and, on the lue.l 
laoruiii''. uirds tip her varments, to reeommenee her 
di'solate lourney throu;;!i life. 

I’rank had not enjoyed a friendly home : no t ne 
liad lit llie Christmas tree for him, or leil him w it it 
loxinp i.and to the present-eovered table, and tlie holy 
eve may even at that time have pa.-sed sadly and 
bilentlw hut still it was homr that surrouiided him, 
mid even that ooiortilly uloomy, silent man. hi.- nursi'- 
father, could uot liud heart ou thit Jay to say a harsh 
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\rnrfl to Lim, and allowed liim to makecakof". and told 
Kim stories of the time when he had hei n himself a 
child, many lonir. fearfully Ion? years back. 

.\iid iiow hero? their vessel was heavine; on the 
oiiiet J’aoifio—the mild balmy breezes of t he Southern 
'(■a far.nod hi-; brow, and the blue sky was heeoininod 
v. ilh rich ehi'ter.' of stars : the oently heavine: and fall- 
in? soa iv olinod at his feet, and yet his poor, desolate 
heart f(-lt so wn tehod, so fearfully wroti hod. and at 
limes, it <‘Ven aj‘]ieared to him, as if he must remalit 
eterna'lv cait olf from the rest of the a\orl<l, from all 
tliat vas dear to him, the associate ol' a h.an.l of miir- 
d( rers, and tlu- jiartieipator in their.crimes—and their 
imnishment. 

Till iievt days passed eijually fjuictly and sorrow- 
fnllv. he took no part in what we nt on around him, 
and hi* only felt a jiainful anxiety, when the look-out 
in tin' erosslrees aniioiineed a sail---for must he not 
ever fear a I'ejietitinn of those scenes of horror ? I!nt, 
f.T all that, he perfernied his duties with i h.e utmo-t 
j'linetnality, and had thus re-aeipiired ti'e eaptain’s 
r'ood will, al!hei;?h the mate detested inin. and made 
him feel it :it every opjiortiiiiity that oili n i!. 

‘M.and hoi” one of the ,sailors cried on a t!n(“ 
inornine, who h.ad been sent np to repair one of the 
.-•■el -. and xxlien Frar.k came on deck hah' an hour 
la','r, he reiild ju rceive a narrow dark h!',ie strip, 
which rose just before them, somewhat on the lee. 
The breeze, iiowever, was so li^lit, tiiat tliey onlv 
made xery slL'ht prie.rrcss, and the cMiiii.? broke 
' \er them belore they liad reaehod land. ,\s Ion? as 
i’ xvas 'lark, tla y remainej under close-reefed .sail, for 
th • coral ri vfs in ib.is neighbourhood ari.' very danger- 
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ous, and many a good stip lias had to pay for lior 
contempt of danger with hull and crew, lloforo 
daybreak they, however, set sail again, and when the 
sun poured its purple beams over the horizon, they 
had drawn so close to one of these exquisitely beau¬ 
tiful islands, that they could easily distinguish the 
cocoa-palms on the shore, behind w'hich a long low hill 
rose. 

“ Halloo! there’s a whaler boiling out her oil over 
there,” the mate suddenly said, who, from old habit, 
had taken a glimpse round the horizon, “I can see the 
smoke.” 

Tom Breudall fqllowed the direction of his finger, 
observed what the mate called smoke for a little whili', 
and then walked with a shake of his head aft, to 
fetch the glass, and convince himself. He stood 
for a long wliihi observing it, then lowered the glass, 
and said to the mate, who was standing by his 
side;— 

“ That’s no whaler, that’s a steamer, and' bearing 
down on us in the bargain.” 

“!SLe:uner?” the mate growled, shaking his head 
incredulously—“where the deuce would a steamer 
come Irom in the South Seas ? the smoke from the 
blubber kettles is drifting to leewards, and tliat, I ex¬ 
pect, forms the long strip.” 

“By God, ’tis a steamer!” the captain asserted, 
however, and the mate, after examining it attentively, 
at last said ;— 

“ B'ell! I don’t care, steamers arc nought to me : 
when thi'y’\egot a hole in them, they soon get sick of 
it—deuce take them all! ” 

“But if it was a war steamer?” the captain 



A avae steamer. 


103 


:;ro\vlod, regarding tlie strange Acssel, Avhicli was 
•rapidlv overhauling them. “ And I really bcliovo it 
■ niiist be one, for what would a merchant or a mail 

earner be looliing for here, on the frontier of the 
‘ dangerous Arcdiipelago?’ ” 

“.\nd suppose it was a war steamer?” the mate 
laiighed, our papers are so famously in order, that 
we can let him overhaul us without danger—that is, 
supposing he really' carries the American flag, or idse 
lu‘ won’t trouble us much.” 

“ The best for us will bo to keep as close to the 
island .as we can,” his superior ofllcer remarked 
tlmughtfully, “our paj^rs are lanuuis forgeries, and 
so far in order, but it's as well to be on the safe side, 
and the rogues on board such a steamer as that have 
nothing to do but snitf about everywhere, and poke 
their nos<!s in wherever thej' an? not Avanted. Hut if 
Ave are behind tin- reefs, or betAveen a couple of the 
islands, they must kwe us alone, and if they don’t do 
• it, in the Avorst case we shall have a chanee of cseaj>ing 
thi'in in the narrows. That isn’t possible in the o])en 
sea.” 

As the schooner h.ad steered this course all along, 
•she imeded to make but a slight alteration ; she had 
set every sail she could carry, and under a frceh 
bi’ee/.e they drew nearer and nearer to the coast, 
which they Avould be abh? to reach in a couple of 
hours, if the Avind remained in the s.ame quarter, with¬ 
out danger of being overhauled by the steamer. 

The captain, however, had been perfectly in the 
right; the aj)j)roaehing steamer was really' a vessel of 
Avar under English colours, sent to the islands to 
Avatch the French claims, Avhich had been lately made. 
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PiratcH, too, woro at lliat season no means rare in 
those seas—in wbieli tlicy display themselves even 
now—ami the war vessels of all nations were directed 
to sto]i ami ( xamine all vessels that appeared in any 
way sns|)ieious. 

The however, did not gain the proteetion of 

1 he reef'; the breeze gradually died away ; the s:iils 
were Ihipping heavily against the spars, and tlie sea 
iissmiied tied leaden, dead lustre, which is sii ]ieculi;ir 
'•to it in a calm. 'I'licy had, liowctcr, dniwn so near to 
the jeefs, tied a Indict wonld have e.arried across; and 
Torn IIremhill, though he would gladly have got out 
of reaeli of the .steamer, did not dare to' sail any 
nearer, as in the ]ierfeet ealni,* the ]iowerful current 
tied always sets Westwards in tlie.se latitudes, would 
lent' driven his vessel on tin' reefs, w lit re it uuidd 
have been irrecoverably lo.st. There was nutliing left 
liiiii hut to steer northwards, right in the teeth of tin; 
steamer, wliere the ^J'eefs tremleil to the west, and 
ap|)e:ired to all'ord an eiitranee ; for to the sinuh. they 
t vtemled in a dense, eon;p:iet liiU‘, ami the eye eniild 
I'ollott the hreaker.' fw a very long dlstanet'. Thi.s 
was a most nnlueky sjiot to meet a more ]Hiwerful 
enemy ; and 'Pom Ilrendall sliifted his oilskin hat 
baek\\:irds ami forwards when his eye turned fniiu the 
ajiproaehing steamer lo the threatening reefs. 

Pr,ink’s lie;irt. however, hounded for jtiy, when he 
saw the noble .ship gradually approaehing, and the idea 
Mnl.lenlv oeetirred to him tliat, if any ollleer.s Came on 
board from her, be would, carele.sa of the e<.iiise- 
i|Uenees. plaee himself under their |)roteeiion, :ind 
halve this sliip and mode of life. Perhaps the mati', 
w ho hardly eier took his eyes oil’ him, ivad it in hm 
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or fr.'irrj soniothiiig of tlie Porl, for lie onlorci! 
him down into the forecastle with one of tlie crew as 
■ rnanlwhen a boat was lowen-d i'roin the steamer’s 
■ ide and rowed towards tliem, and the warni’iLT whieli 
the C'lJ fellow gave liim to l;ee]i <juiet. told him under 
what striet insjieetion he was, iiliil I'.ow well his jail u'S 
tieu he had a chance for flight and salvation. 

'J'he h.-.tch V. hich w/is <lrawn ovit the ealiin in had 
weatiicr. was now naturally (ipcn; awindsaih however, 
'.ad beim inserted in con.'eijncnce of the lieat, to let. 
as mm-!i fn-di air as possilde into the fearfully swel¬ 
tering room: this oeeujaed nearly the whole of the 
ha'u-li. and darkeni-d the J'orei-.a.'tle to sneli a ilegn e, 
th:it nothing I'onld l.u' seen in bright day without a 
light. 'rih‘ lamii, iiouever, was n(dv out, tlie sailors 
li'om the .'t range vi-.'sel should not have a elianee of 
jmrsr.in'g their inve.'tigatious there. 

I’raiik soon after heard tin- sehoouer hai! d, and the 
drawling tone of t lie eajiialn’s rej.ly. the name liftin' 
Tvrt'iJi'fi laid been again strelehed over that of tlie 
i .o'.f. an 1 tile schooner had one.' more assiniu d t!|o 
inn ineiit. harmless a-peet of a yankee tradi r, who l.ad 
eog.o into the Soutli Sea.s to barter all sorts oftriil-.- 
tor eoeoanut-oil and inuther-of-]*'arl. ami itui'rna-" 
'[>1 rmaei :i-ial from the whaler.s. I'»;iink tie n d.-t'iiet!y 
in:ird tlie boat draw tdougsiif . tin- .stran,-' rs come o:i 
ileik. aiid tlieli go bel'iw with tlie eapt.oli Uit.ithe 
eabin. 

I’iik the sailor wli.I wtiS In the foreeastie with Ih'- 
boin Would ha'e gladly sei n wlnal wa.s going on, 

, So b,' jo.'fssv,! against the wimlsai! tuid remained 
.“tinniing eti the slips. The poor hoy fu-nd himself 
cut egf from any e!..iuec of escape, and seated himself 
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cjuietly oil one of the chests, aud gave fi-co and uu- 
cliecked passage to Ids tears. 

The strangi rs iniglit have been about lialf an hour 
on board, and la: could plainly hear the staanier blow¬ 
ing off the steam from her esc.ape-pipes, close by; even 
the noise of the paddles eould be distinguished,—the 
•ship of war eould not be a rifle-shot from them. 

‘•At last then,” growled Bill, who was getting tired 
of tlu! delay, haven’t they been humbugged enough ? 
'what a set of limls they must be ! ” 

i'raiik heard the oars shipped in the boat, and she 
Hew past the bows on her way back to the steamer. 
Bill went on dee^ to look after her. Bui a tremen¬ 
dous determination was formed in the; bo\'s breast,— 
“Mow or never!’’ he whispered to himself, and he 
lield his heart with both his hands, as if he feared it 
would burst. But he eould not refleet for any length 
of lim<‘, the boat w.as still only a short distance from 
the schooner, but every stroke carried it farther away 
and left him hopelessly behind. 

Bill had walked away from the hatch,—the pufllng 
of the windsail tidd tlie boy that he had ijiiitted 
it. but he heard voices on the foreeasth',—a portion of 
the crew was standing there and looking after the 
boat. Oh I if he eould only have one glanci' of the 
.sea ! But, once possessing the consciousness that he 
eould be free, he was driven tv) a decisive stej) by au 
almo.st incomprehensible imjnilse. lie drew the knife 
he wore in his belt, and held it convulsividy in his 
hauil: in a second, he lore the shoes from his feet, 
threw vilf his jacket, and in a couivlc v)f bounds he 
reached the vleck. The path was clear, but the cook 
and mate were standing near the bulwarks, four v>r 
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il^c otlicrs on the forecastle,—lie must leap overboard ; 
eieii if death threatened him, he must escape; and 
•wiih one bound he sprang on the rail. 

Slop him I” Jhll shouted, who was standing on 
liie other side and had not noticed him ; ‘‘slop him!” 
and the mate ni-shed forward at the same nioinenl— 
■ his (ingi rs toiiehed his leg, but the terrided, and vet 
de.s|ierate, boy leaped overboard, and a few seconds 
later the water closed above his head. 

'J'he boat was hardly two hundred yards fi’om the 
schooner when the oarsmen noticed the bio's leap 
into the water, and raised their oars in the air, as if 
at word of eommand. 

*• What's the matter?” the lieutenant in eommand 
of the boat asked. 

“ Man overboard from the schooner, sir,” one'of the 
>ailors said. The lieutenant looked round hurrieilly, 
and a nunement of his band turned the bow of the 
I'o.it once more towards the schooner, where it was 
1 wdi-nt that something e.\traordinary had taken 
place. 

fhe mate was jicrfeetly mad—he had sjirung on 
tile forecastle', and drawing his broad kmfe from 
1 ne sheatli, burled it at the head of the boy, wlio had 

csl risen to the surface. It whi/./ed harmlessiv into 

0 • 

I lie water hardly an inch from his back, and tiie blood- 
liiirsty fellow, who percei\ed the imminent danger to 
which they were e.vposed, and who nidy desired 
revenge on the |)er.sou he termed a traitor, shouted 
tor a rille, to blow out the brains <d’ the lad, who was 
,i-'vimming with all his strength towards the strange 
bojvt. 

Dill tried, at the same time, another method of 
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terrifying the fugitive, and getting him on board 
again. 

“A shark, Frank—a sliark!” ho yelled with .all' 
his strength ; “■ lay hold of the rope—here it is!” 

Frank, however, did not hear the cr\'. or jiaid no 
attention to it, for even the terrible leetli of a shark 
had lost their horror for the moment. Away, aw.ay 
from here was the only idea that animated him, and 
almost nni-onsi-ions, with the sole instinet ive foiling 
of the swimmer to keep himself above water, he elel'i 
Ills way towards the boat. 

“ J’aek !” the olllcer in the boat ordered ; the six¬ 
teen oars fell with a crash into the water, and the 
no.xl mommit the sharp bow was impelled towards the 
swimmer. 

“ A gnu—a gnn!” the mate cried, stamping the 
(leek w ihlly, and one of tlii' erew handed liiin at the 
s.ame moment a loaded rifle, ju.st as tlie boat was 
approaching the swimmer. 

*'JIalloo. yon sir!'' tlie ofnoi'r shouti-d to him, on 
seeing, with extreme surprise, that sonu hoily on hoard 
the schooner was really going to tire at the l-.el ; •“ stop, 
we'll ]iiek him up, and you can say if he has com¬ 
mitted any crime.” 

Tlie words had .scarcely passed his lips when the 
bright Hash lefl the imuzlo, but the frighlfid excite¬ 
ment in which the mate was, caused him to miss his 
aim. and tlie bout had drawn so near, that the bullet 
struck the identical oar which one of the boatmen 
held out to the swimmer. 

“ Hang it all, what’s that ?” the lieutenant sh.onted, 
angrily li'oking towards the schooner. “ Take him 
into the boat, my men, 1‘li look after this.” 
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Six m'i'\oiis arms were stretched out towards t!ie 
i'.^'ilive, !>ut tlicvliail searci'raised him tmt of the water, 
■( re lie eried. in a voice ahiiust choked hy exhaustion 
a:;d excitement — 

'■ The Shoi'k'. sir.—the SJuirk !" 

“ There's no shark alter you, my poor hoy !” said 
th.e lieutenant, who naturally supposed limt Frank 
I, ml fam ieil hiniself pursued by a monster of the deep; 
'• hut a \\o)-~i- hie than that sent a bullet titter you.” 

“ A werse I'oer” the boy cried, however, who had 
by thi'time been lit'ted into tlie botit ; "that is the 
worst 1” and. pointineto the schooner, he tolled, in a 
wihl Void—".\way from liere—away—t!ie_\ art- point- 
latt thi'ir f;un at us- th:it is the Shark —that is tlie 
Shark—th-A is the terrible pirate'who kejit me a 
[ ri.'oii.T as his servant !'’ 

*• The ,y/,(o7.'theollieer started up ijiiiekly, and in 
sur; I'ise. "That tiu' Shark! by lli-aiiii-l the vil- 
t.ti.'.s ct.nnoi lie mad enou;,di to tire on us! " he, Iiow- 
lur, suddeul\ teidi'd, for a commotion in the bows id’ 
t.te Si.-hoouu' seemed to eviuee sometldlio of this sort, 
a:,,! ceaiirmetl iho boy’s siatemeul. Hut tad'ore he 
Knew to do in his state of iiidei-i'ion. whetlier to 

.r :ur;i on board the pirate and reeomuieiiee his iiucs- 
I'.eatiou on tlu‘ n'round of the jireseiil deiiuiieialion, 
or pui! Iiuslily on board his own \e.-'el, the pirati' 
.'.im.-ell'pul a hasty termination to hi.s doulit.s. 

" Tiiev are ooino to fire, by Heavens ! " one of the 
saiior.s siiouied. and almost at the satiie moment wlieu 
they saw the u-ilow ila.-li belch firtli from the gun, a 
ball killed tliree of the men, and the sea closed over 
the sinking boat. 

A .sliout of triumph from on board tlie Shark, fol- 
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lowed the successful shot, but only from a portion of 
the crew, for old Tom Brendall, who was not yet 
acquainted with the boy’s escape, rushed on deck with" 
a pistol, to shoot down the man who, he fancied, had 
betrayed his vessel in this manner. But the next 
moment brought him a much more important task 
than revenge, for the echo of the shot appeared to be 
returned from the steamer, and her first ball cut 
through the peak hallyards, and the mainsail fell with 
a crash on deck. 

Old BrendaU was too much of a seaman, and had 
grown too grey in the school of crime, not to be fully 
aware that, whatever might have been done to deserve 
punishment hereafter, there was not a moment now 
to lose, if he wished to save his ship from the most 
imminent danger it had ever been in. The contest 
had been commenced and must now be maintained, 
for a lucky shot might injure the engines of the 
enemy’s vessel and render them harmless; so, while 
his first orders referred to the management-of the 
schooner and an attempt to escape in the only way 
left him, his second pointed the long barrel of the 
swivel in desperate courage at the steamer, and he had 
the satisfaction of seeing his iron messenger strike her 
and scatter the splinters in every direction. 

But his triumph was not destined to last long, for 
while the ship was steered towards the reef, a heavy 
broadside poured from the steamer’s side, and ere the 
sound reached their ear a ball dismounted the kwivel, 
while another wounded the foremast so severely that 
the pressure of the sails immediately dragged it over . 
the lee-side. 

The Shark was a wreck, and a second broadside, 
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which struck her in several places between wind and 
water, completed the work of destruction. 

■ “ Halloo, my boys! ” old Brendall yeUed, whose 

fury increased with the danger that menaced him; 
“ gather round me, we’U show the villain that we can 
die like men, and don’t intend to ornament his yard- 
1trfin“he j;;in fetch us if he wants to have us. Con¬ 
found it all, I only wish I could put a second shot into 
the other boat.” 

This boat, to which he alluded, had been lowered 
from the steamer’s side, almost at the same moment 
that the first was sunk, and was now picking up the 
sailors with the boy, who were floating on the drifting 
fragments. 

“ We can out them off, perhaps, with the gig,” cried 
the mate, springing to the davits with four of the 
crew; “ they have no arms with them, and, heavily 
laden as they are, they could not defend themselves.” 

“That’s madness!” the captain said; while the 
mate, however, was lowering the boat and taking 
muskets out of the arm-chest, “ let ^ho boat be; who 
knows if we can’t use it in securing our safety P ” 

“We know aU that!” the mate replied, with a 
laugh ; and while the men, with whom he had spoken 
before, there was no doubt, climbed ^own like cats and 
pushed off the boat, he leaped after them, and the 
direction in which he steered proved only too soon 
that he was by no means inclined to engage in such 
an insane contest with the other heavily manned boiitt, 
but meant to seek safety in flight and shamefully 
, desert the companions upon whom he had brought 
this dreadful catastrophe. 

“ Dog! ” the captain shouted in his fuiy, on guess- 
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ing tbe intention of bis first officer, and springing to 
bis arm-cbest, he took up a musket and fired at the 
runaway. The ball grazed the mate’s arm, and passed • 
through tho side of the boat, and ere Tom Brendall 
could take up another gun the sharply-built gig 
was out of gunshot, and soon alter disappeared 
among tho breakers on tho reefs, into which it okft-it;; 
way. 

The steamer had, in tho mean time, come up, and 
tho pinito was summoned to surrender. 

Old Brendall, in answer, fetched a white ensign and 
hoisted at the gaff, but when a boat pushed off from 
the steamer to take possession of the pirate, they were 
received with a heavy fire of musketrj', which killed 
seven or eight of*them. 

This horrible treachery was answered by a broad¬ 
side, and when tho smoke dispersed the ])irale vessel 
was seen slowly sinking. But only very lew of the 
band could be picked up alive by the boats sent out 
for the purpose: even in the water they fought witii 
their knives like maniacs. They knew what fate 
awaited them, and preferred an honourable death in 
the water to that which would have been the only too 
well merited reward of their deeds on board the ship 
of war. 

Old Brendall bad put an end to his existence with 
a pistol-shot. 
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CHAPTEE XII. 

A VISIT TO THE TOJIOA ISLANDS, AND HOW ESANK 
- SIKCBANOED A CHIEFTAIN FOB A NATTIBALIST. 

Frank's illncm. He makes new friends. The English naiuralist.- 
The Tonga Islands. The chieftain's costume. The medicine¬ 
man. Matters grow alarming. Frank’s presence of mind. 
Exchange of prisoners. 

The fearful excitement of the last few hours had, 
however, been too much for the boy; he was attacked 
witli a violent fever, and hovered .for many a weary 
week between life and death on board the steamer, 
where he was treated with the utmost kindness, llis 
good constitution at length gained the victory over 
the weakness of his body—in the balmy climate of 
these zones the air did its part as well, and he 
regained, although slowly, his perfect health. 

When he was so far restored' as to be able to 
answer the questions addressed to him without dan¬ 
ger, and recal before his mind’s eye the past scenes 
of suflbring, he was invited to give the captain a 
faithful report of the character bf the mysterious 
schooner, and he did so as comprehensively as be was 
able. 

He now learned, too, that a boat, with five men in 
it, had escaped among the reefs, and they had not 
been found, in spite of the continued search made 
after them. It was veiy possible, too, that they bad 
been lost among the brtaiken, for the fragments of a 
I 
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boat had been seen by the steamer’s crew drifting 
about among the small coral islands. 

Frank was, as it were, bom again; but although 
the captain kindly offered to employ him as steward, 
until he could land him in England or America, he 
was BO sick of a seafaring life, through the misery he 
had endured on board the pirate, that he earnestly,, 
begged to be landed at the first European settlement 
they might touch at. 

The captain willingly promised him this; but told 
him that the spot would be some distance off, as he 
had coaled only a few weeks before in Yalparaiso, and 
was now bound direct for the East Indian settle¬ 
ments, which he intended to reach as soon as possible. 
The only place he would stop at en route was Java, to 
deliver despatches to the English consul: if he liked, 
ho would leave him there, and he would find plenty of 
countrymen who would be willing to take him into 
their service, on the captain’s recommendation. 

Frank had no choice left him but a voyage, to India, 
and found veiy' soon that he had no cause to repent 
having been taken aboard the Flying Fish; for ho 
was not only treated in the kindest manner by the 
crew, who listened to his stories of piratical life with 
extreme interest and many a hearty curse; but he 
also formed the ac<luaintanoe of a person who was as 
agreeable as ho was useful to him. 

There was a naturalist aboard the steamer, who had 
been given a passage to Samarang, in Java, by the 
English Government, in order to travel about the 
interior for a time, and collect specimens. He soon so 
much loved the boy, for his open, true-hearted manner, 
that he begged him to remain with him; and Frank 
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himself felt quite attracted to the little thin man, who 
told such capital stories, and had seen so much of the 
world. In a very short time they were on such 
friendly terms, that Frank told him the whole history 
of his life, simple enough, up to the last year; and as 
his clear blue eye was the best guarantie of his truth, 
^lr.».tl^an8—that was the naturalist’s name—deter¬ 
mined on keeping him with him as long as he liked to 
stop. 

The steamer had in the meanwhile made rapid pro¬ 
gress in the quiet waters of those seas, under an almost 
perfect calm; but the heat, as well as a wish to inter¬ 
rupt the monotony of such a long rqyagc, induced the 
captain to approach the islands and stop at one of them, 
to take fruit on board. Lcaring the IS’avigators’ 
Islands on the starboard side, they held a west-south¬ 
west course, and soon aftt'r sighted an island on the 
horizon, which the captain of the steamer stated was 
A'avaoo, the most northerly of the Friendly Islands. 

They lay to during the night, and on the next 
morning soon approached the reefs, from which a 
whole swarm of canoes filled with men put out to meet 
them. 

But though the islanders were glad to see a ship 
and do some trading with her, they bad scarcely drawn 
near enough to perceive the wheels, which were 
lashing the water with tremendous force, than they 
again pulled to limd in violent haste, unloaded their 
canoes as if their life depended on it, dragged them up 
the bank, and then fled to the bushes. They cer¬ 
tainly believed that they had escaped some terrible 
danger. 

But this did not suit Captmn Ellis’s purpose, and 
i2 
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he ordered a boat out, which took small articles for 
barter, and which Mr. Evans and Frank were allowed to' 
go in. They had been watched from shore; but when 
the boat left the steamer’s side and approached the 
coast, the islanders knew that they had nothing to 
ieir fixoa that, and came down to the shore to receive 
them. They did not appear nearly so friendly-aa- 
when they were standing in their graceful canoes and 
waving green branches: matters were now entirely 
changed. At first they wished to visit the white men, 
and must consequently ask their permission, and gain 
their good-will: but now the white men were coming 
to them, and it was their business to say whether the 
meeting should bo amicable or hostile—the big ship 
was still firing up' into the air (they regarded the 
pipe through which the steam w’as let off as a species 
of extraordinary cannon), and could not do them much 
harm in that way. 

It was a stately band of warriors that awaited their 
approach—savage, almost naked, tattooed forms, with 
long wooden weapons of attack, bows nine and ten 
feet in length, and arrows four feet long, very sharp 
and armed with hooks: many of them, again, with 
heavy, strangely-carved war-clubs in their hands, and 
their heads decorated with feathers and flowers, 
according to the aboriginal custom. At first it ap¬ 
peared as if they intended to prevoat the strangers 
landing; at least they collected close to the spot which 
the boat was steering for, and the motions they made 
with their lances and clubs looked anything but 
fnendly and peaceable. In truth, they would have 
willingly bartered with the white men on board their 
own vessel, but did not feel at all disposed to let them 
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.land, as they had already experienced too much mis¬ 
fortune from the visits of the white men, and pro¬ 
bably did not wish to expose themselves voluntarily to 
it again. 

The officer in command of the boat would naturally 
not land on an island whose inhabitants had oftra 
given 'proofs what hostile sentiments they entertained 
towards Europeans, without having his men wejl 
armed; but he had received strict orders from the 
captain not to use fire-arms unnecessarily, and only to 
shed blood in self-defence. He therefore now tried 
to come to an amicable understanding, and advancing 
to the bows and standing upright, *he waved a white 

handkerchief as a svrabol of amitv. 

• » ♦ 

The sailors, in the meanwhile, lay on their oars, to 
await the effect which the friendly salutation might 
have on the islanders, and, in fact, a very peculiar 
movement commenced among them. They collected 
together in various mobs, and if one party was for the 
landing of the strangers, another opposed it, and it 
was especially the latter who swung their spears and 
war-axes, and made a fearful uproar. 

Suddenly the crowd gave way, and there appeared 
ujwn the white coral sand of the beach the most ex¬ 
traordinary personage Frank had •ever set eyes on, or 
imagined in his dreams. He was one of the tallest 
and most powerfully-built warriors on the island, 
towering neariy half a foot above the rest, who were 
generally tail men, but dressed in the moat wondrous 
fashion that taste could devise. 

Instead of the taps apron—a stuff which tha women 
form out of the bark of certain trees—and which 
nearly all the others wore round their loins, he had 
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tiirust both legs through the arm-holes of a waistcoat, 
the back being in front, and, as they saw afterwards, 
carefully fastened behind with a row of polished brass 
buttons; as a species of breastplate, he wore a pair 
of stays, probably obtained from some shipwrecked 
Teasel, and fastened behind with coir rope, as it did 
not entirely surround his person; round his iSeck ho 
wore a pair of braces, and on one foot a boot, on the 
other a splendidly embroidered slipper, which the 
salt water, however, had treated scurvily. The most 
beautiful and interesting thing about him was his 
head-dress, on old gray beaver hat, pressed into every 
possible shape, in'whose crown a hole had been made, 
to permit the insertion of a quantity of feathers, 
’which fluttered like a helmet-plume in the fresh 
breeze. 

Frank looked at Mr. Evans, and was almost burst¬ 
ing with laughter; but the latter, who had probably 
been present at ceremonies of a similar nature, nodded 
to him, with groat alarm, to keep quiet, and remain 
serious, as any ridicule of the chieftain at this moment 
might entail the worst consequences. Frank might 
possibly have felt this, and held his head down; he 
could not possibly look at the figure and remain 
serious; but even in this posture the ill-treated waist¬ 
coat and the stays rose before him, and when he at 
last took a rapid glance at the spot where the proud 
chieftain was standing in all his majesty and splen¬ 
dour, and even turned round to display his qualities 
from another point of view, he could endure it no 
longer.. First he giggled to himself, and then the 
long-suppressed boyish merriment burst its bounds, 
let him struggle against it as he would. And he was 
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not unsupported in it; for tbe sailors scarcely heard 
the well'knovrn sound, when neither subordination, nor 
fear of eventual punishment, could keep them in order, 
and a burst of unanimous laughter sounded over the 
sea. 

The islanders started up at the moment fmiioasly, 
and the old chieftain raised his lance, which he had 
till then carried sloping like a musket on his shoulder; 
but it was of no use—the sight was too comical, and 
the crow could not restrain themselves. At first tbe 
lieutenant tried to check them, and draw their atten¬ 
tion to the danger which they exposed themselves to; 
but his eye fell on the savage as he was turning 
round, and it was all over with his own seriousness— 
he laughed till the tears ran dowd his cheeks. 

But that which hours of negotiation could not have 
eflected, this involuntary merriment on the part of the 
sailors brought about at once. The islanders certainly 
helcPtheir ground for a while, and cast furious glances 
at the laughing pale-faces; but their own merry 
light-hearted temper would not suffer them to remain 
serious for long in. such jolly society, and the chief¬ 
tain, strange to say, struck tbe key-note. First be 
regarded the strainers, then his own band, and bis 
mouth was expanded to a still.widcr grin; his eyes 
opened to their fullest extent, and at last he haba’d 
as furiously and heartily as the worst of the sailors, 
which was naturally tbe signal for an outbreak on the 
part of the udanders. 

Mr. Evans was the only one who remained serious; 
but explained it afterwards as caused by a had lip, 
which he did not wish to injure by any excessive 
use. 
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Tbe warrioni, just before so savage, quickly laid_ 
fuide tbeir arms, as if any further ceremonies were 
abolished by this little interlude; and while a part of 
them sprang into the water, fx) drag the boat nearer 
ttt»l)eaBh, the others hurried back to fetch the fruits 
tb#y had recently brought on land—^bananas, pine¬ 
apples, papayas, cocoa-nuts, bread-fruit, and oranges, 
which they wished to barter. 

The old chieftain played a roost important part in 
this proceeding, for he not only regulated the price of 
the fruits, but also the value of the articles offered in 
exchange, and his verdict was peremptory; it was 
irrevocable, let the strangers protest against it as 
much as they pleased. Mr. Evans alone appeared to 
have any influence over them, as he understood a 
little of their language. They were highly delighted 
that a white man called the things by the same names 
as they did, and even if he could not alter the prices, 
still they loaded him with presents. Thus, aidong 
other things, they brought a large calebasse, filled 
with tamarinds, which he was excessively fond of; and 
when he gave the chieftain, as a mark of gratitude, 
his penknife and watch-key, the savage felt so 
affected by it, that he fell upon the little man’s neck, 
and, 08 a mark of his sincere affection, rubbed noees 
with him. 

This is a custom very much practised in all the 
South Sea islands, and it is the sign of the most dis¬ 
interested affection, when they take hold of each 
other, and rub their noses togetlier with traces of 
heartfelt emotion in their features. Mr. Evans was 
compelled to go through this ceremony noUne volent, 
while holding the calebasse under his left arm, and 
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did it ■with a face which it would be difficult to 
describe, but which threatened the crew with 
hysterics. 

This time, however, the old chieftain was offended 
by their presumption; seizing a couple of ontBjgib 
which lay near him on the beach, he hurled them^ftli 
remarkable precision and most excellent effect at the 
heads of the two noisiest, and ordered them to return 
to their boat, by gestures which they could not mis¬ 
interpret, and with a loud menacing voice. 

Having now settled the fruit business, the lieu¬ 
tenant would have w'illingly returned to bis vessel, for 
the natives were becoming verj' importunate, and had 
made several attempts to steal trifies from the sailors. 
But here a most unforeseen difficulty presented 
itself, for the chieftain Te-ta-i-ta, as he was re¬ 
peatedly called by the islanders, had suddenly formed 
such an intense attachment for their little naturalist, 
whom he asserted he intended to make his medicine¬ 
man and physician, that he stated the boat could 
return to the vessel as soon as they pleased, but the old 
matabooles or councillors had decided (though not a 
soul had spoken on the subject), that the little pale¬ 
face should become their physician; and Taaroatuihono 
(one of their Esculapian deities) ^ad conducted him 
to these shores, where he would beeome a g^reat man 
and a chieftain. 

But though all this was highly flattering to the 
little naturalist, it did not appear to be equally agree¬ 
able to liim. In fact, be bad a strong suspicion that 
the treacherous natives intended to roast him, rather 
than make him their physician—the former being 
besides much easier than the latter; for who can teU 
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the taste of such people, who perhaps might prefer 
bones and gristle to wholesome fat? 

The lieutenant at first laughed at the idea, for ho 
fancied the old chieftain was having a bit of fun. 
Bat Te*ta-i-ta did not appear in any way inclined for 
jesting, for he ordered two of his people to secure the 
whUe doctor, and then signed to the strangers to get 
into their boat. The Indians at the same time re- 
assumed a very threatening aspect, seized their long 
spears, bows and arrows, and brandished their war- 
clubs in anything but a friendly manner: it seemed 
that they could scarcely be restrained from falling 
on the Europcaas, and the officer was compelled to 
think of the safety of his party, however much he 
desired to avoid hostilities. 

His hurried orders soon brought all the sailors out 
of the boat: while two of the crew, well armed, re¬ 
mained in the boat, the others jumped into the water, 
which was hardly knee-deep, and waded to land, 
where they drew up in two rows, quietly and silently. 
They were rough-looking fellows, these sailors, as 
they stood naturally and yet defiantly by the side of a 
guard of stiff marines, who had been sent to defend 
the boat; and the order w'as so suddenly executed, 
that the Indians ,at first actually fancied that the 
strangers had commenced hostilities. Two arrows 
whizzed over their heads, one of which stuck into the 
ground, and the other glanced off the liarrel of a 
musket. At the same time, however, they gradually 
retired, keeping the little natimalist in the centre, and 
Mr. Evans clung like grim death to his calebasse, while 
Te-ta-i-ta remained in the rear of the band, and walk¬ 
ing up and down proudly, commenced a long speech. 
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in vrhich he probably sung bis ovni praises, and riiU- 
culed the Europeans. 

Frank was the only person who had remained, and 
quite unnoticed too, between the hostile bands; for, 
uncertain whether to follow his new friend atemig 
the Indians, or place himself under the protection of 
the sailors, he remained seated on the old spot, look¬ 
ing in turn at either partj^ The savages, however, 
were gradually retreating with their prisoner, and 
Te-ta-i-ta appeared inclined to execute a war-solo 
dance in ridicule of the whites, not five paces from 
the boy. lie naturally saw the latter, but as ho was 
sitting on the ground perfectly unarmed, he considered 
it much beneath his dignity to honour him with more 
than a casual glance. 

“ My boys! ” the oificer said to his men, “ there 
will b(; nothing left but to attack them, or else they’ll 
carry the little man ofiT bodily, and we mustn’t allow 
that—but don’t fire till I give you the word—make 
ready to charge! ” 

The sailors levelled their muskets with their bayo¬ 
nets mounted, ^nd Te-ta-i-ta, on hearing the rattle of 
the fire-arms, stopped in his dance for a moment with 
outstretched legs, and with his back turned towards 
Frank, listened attentively. It ptruck the boy that 
this was the very moment to execute a coup de main, 
and in a second, before either the sailors or the Indians, 
least of all Te-ta-i-ta himself, could imagine what he 
intended to do, he sprung up, and throwing his whole 
weight m the jump, he thrust his head close beneath the 
buttoned waistcoat, between the chieftain’s legs, and, 
at the same time, lifted him off his feet. 

The effect was magical, for the chieftain threw up 
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his arms, and, losing his balance, fell backwards with 
his whole length on the top of the boy, and the lieute¬ 
nant, taking advantage of the opportunity, ordered his 
men to advance. Before the savages could prepare 
for a rush, Te-ta-ita was in the hands of the pale-faces, 
and as they soon put him on his legs again, they em¬ 
ployed him as a shield, to prevent them from firing a 
shower of arrows and darts, w'hich would have struel 
the old man first. 

The whole affair had now assumed such a different 
aspect, that the natives at first appeared to be in 
doubt whether they had not better retire with their 
captive. But whether the old chieftain began to 
doubt that Taaroatuihono had really sent the little 
man for their benefit, or that he did not wish the 
island to derive the exclusive benefit, while he was 
dragged off a hostage, without sharing in it; in fine, 
his cry, a sharp piercing yell, suddenly checked the 
islanders in their progress, and after a few shouts had 
been interchanged, a small deputation of unarmed 
men came up, bringing with them the naturalist and 
his caleba.ssc, but, at the same time, a great quantity 
of fruits, and splendidly-carved arms and other orna¬ 
ments. 

The lieutenant font toward them, though not out 
of reach of the bayonets, took the little man by the 
hand, and then signed to his people to let the chief¬ 
tain at liberty, but refused the fruits and weapons, 
under the idea that the savages wished to recommence 
a barter. The savages, however, obstinately refused 
to take them back with them, and as the whites could 
not understand what had produced this unexjKJCted 
liberality, Mr. Evans was compelled to play the inter- 



EXCHANGE OF PHIBONEBB. 


125 


preter. He caused the Indiana to repeat it to him 
twice, and then would not afford the required expla¬ 
nation, although it could be seen from his face that 
he understood wliat thej meant. At last, however, he 
was forced to confess; and the white men again broke 
out in shouts of laughter, when Mr. Evans, with a 
rather embarrassed look, explained to them, tliat the 
r<'d scoundrels considered it beneath their dignity to 
exchange so gre.at a chieftain for such a little^ iusigni- 
lieunl man on equal terms, and regarded the added 
matters not in tlie light of a present, but as a ransom 
properly accruing to the white men—the Indian was 
worth at leaMt that much more. 

An armed bout hud, in the meanwhile,been sent off 
from the steamer, when the captain had noticed the 
tiireatening movements of the i.slanders with his glass, 
iuid the lieutenant, who had the naturalist's ransom 
carried ii.to his boat by the Indians themselves, slowly 
retired. The boat was then set afloat, and the crew 
waded out up to their waists, when one half got in 
and arranged their arms, while the others waded still 
further out, and then followed their example, tinder 
cover of the muskets. The marines remained standing, 
while the sailors seized their oars, and live minutes 
later they were out of reach of any arrow—even if 
the Indians had entertained hostile*intentions towarda 
them. 

The latter, however, were standing on the beach; 
dancing in high glee, and in front of them all, Tc-ta-i-ta 
displayed his majesty, stamping the coral sand with 
his naked feet, and swinging the club, so that the 
feathers in his hat fluttered backwards and forwards 
in the breeze. 
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CHAPTEE XIII. 

THE COBAE BEEFS ABB THE COBAt IHSECT—AEEITAE 
AT JATA. 

A man overboard. Description of the coral reefs. The Plying 
PUh arrives at Java. The landing. Life in the Dutch 
hotels. Various nations represented. Departure for the 
interior. 

The deeply-laden boat slowly approached the steamer, 
■where the crew were waiting in readiness to take the 
fruit on board. Hopes were let down to draw up the 
‘bananas and baskets of oranges and sweet potatoes, 
while others threw the cocoa-nuts up to their com¬ 
rades on deck, laughing and telling anecdotes about 
the events on the island. 

The lieutenant went straight to the quarter-deck, to 
give his report to the captain, in which he spoke in 
high terras of praise of the lad, who through his well- 
judged and bold intervention, had not only prevented 
great loss of blood, but,\in all probability, saved 
Mr. Evans’s life. 

Frank, in the mean time, was standing on the deck, 
to receive the weapons which Mr. Evans handed up, 
until they came to the calebasse with the tamarinds. 
Now, whether the little man fancied it too hea\-y for 
the lad, or did not wish to trouble him with it, he 
called his servant, a little perfectly round Malay, who 
had accompanied him on ail his travels, to take charge 
of the precious article. The latter, in obedience to 
the summons, jumped on to the rail, and bent down to 
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gcizc the calebasse with both hands, which Mr. Evans, 
who was standing in the exterior bow of the boat, 
lianded up to him. But when an accident is fated to 
happen, the greatest precaution cannot prevent it: 
tlie ^lalay had either not considered the calebasse so 
heavy, or had not taken the proper steps to secure his 
footing—but the result remained the same. 

“Have you got it?” Mr. Evans asked from the 
boat: and his face grew quite red from the exertion of 
holding up the heavy calebasse in the air. 

“ (iot him all right, Tuwan!” the ifalay cried; 
and at the next moment, as his master removed his 
arm. he was dragged overboard by the weight, and the 
waves not onlv closed over his head, but the eves of 
llte astonished sailors could follow Ijim, as ho disap> 
peared in the “ purple gloom ” below. 

“ llless iny soul! ” said the little botanist, clapping 
his hands together—“ Wliere is he gone with the 
tamarinds ? ” 

“ You’d better ask where the tamarinds are going 
w ith him,” the boat.swain asked, who had watched tho 
w hole scene from above. “ If he don’t let go, he’ll 
ca.st anchor in fifty fathoms water.” 

All now pressed anxiously to the spot where tho 
little Mal.iy had disappeared, and looked silently down 
into the depths. 

“ There he is! ” a voice suddenly exclaimed. 

“ Where ?” 

“ Tiiere, below ! at a great depth—there he comes! ” 

And a round object came up from beneath, like a 
large bright green bubble—for the salt water gives a 
peculiar hue to any strange object in it—drew nearer 
and nearer to the light of day, and became darker the 
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higher it rose, until at last the head of the Malay 
appeared above water, and was speedily followed by 
the half of his body. 

“ Help! ” he cried, just as he was sinking again, and 
the water filled his widely-opened mouth; but a couple 
of powerful hands had already clutched his thick black 
hair, and a few seconds later the fat little Malay lay on 
the deck, puffing like a young spermaceti whale; but 
the tamarinds had disappeared. Fortunately for the 
Malay, the handle of the calebasse had parted, or he 
would really have followed it to the bottom; for he 
hold the latter still closely clenched in his hand, and 
when he was quite recovered, it took some trouble ere 
he could be induced to part with it. 

The Flying Fish, now amply laden with fruit and 
vegetables, continued her voyage without furtlnw 
delay westward, rau between the New Hebrides and 
Solomon’s Islands, and passed the dangerous n-efs and 
rocks of Torres Straits, where they were forced to 
anchor for throe niglits in succession, • before they 
reached the open waters of the Indian seas. 

But we have talked so much to the reader about the 
coral reefs of these islands, that we cannot refrain, 
while in the Torres Straits, which separate Northern 
Australia from New Guinea, and where these coral reefs 
and fonnations aro displayed in their strangest varie¬ 
ties, from saying a few words about their composition 
and peculiarities. 

The coral tree rises perpendicularly from the sea— 
and frequently at places where there is a depth o 
above 400 fathoms, or 2,400 feet—to the surface, but 
never above it, and extends its branches in every direc¬ 
tion. The coral is a soft and very porous stone, of a 
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dirtv white or brown hue, about whose origin pliiloso- 
jilKTs are not yet quite agreed. The most probable 
iilea is, certainly, that the tree, or the mass resembling 
a tree, is produced by a little insect, wliich forms its 
cells out of a cert.-iiu juice, or some other material; 
and by piling up one cell after tho other in an extra¬ 
ordinary manner, produces in time those gigantic, 
irregular, incomprehensible masses, of which not only 
the n^efs, but even a majority of the islands, in tho 
t'outhern Seas, an- composed. 

Olliers assert that the coral tree, or this mass, 
which cxietids with such extraordinary rapidity, grows 
like any other plant, and is not formed by the insect; 
.•iiul this assertion is supported by the appearance of 
tho coral, and especially by the ntiluro of the insect 
itself, as the latter can only exist to a depth of thirty 
feet, and not lower. If this were really tho case, the 
enral would form the transition between the vegetable 
and minend world, and is only employed by the cortil 
insect, which is certainly found in it, and takes up its 
abode in jiores which already existed, but were not 
formed by it. 

However this may be, these coral masses aro visible 
at the entrance of Torres Straits, where they form a 
perfect wall, called “ The Barriers,’,’ only leaving here 
and there a narrow entrance; and while on their eastern 
border, where they are wa.shed by the Pacific, they do 
not afford safe anchorage within a stone's throw 
on the west, they form a close mass of partly barren, 
partly forest-covered islands, between which vessels 
. seek their passage slowly, and are forced to anchor 
eveiy night, generally in from fire to fifteen fathoms 
water. 
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Many of these islands, like the majority in t]ie_ 
Southern Sea, have a volcanic origin, and, strange to 
say, the greater part of them display a similar primi¬ 
tive formation, as the mountains in their centre have 
a decided tendency to run from west to east. 

This tendency is most clearly traceable in the La- 
drone, Caroline', and Mulgrave Islands, and a glance 
at the map proves that they are not only connected 
westwards with the New Hebrides, Fetjee, Friendly, 
Navigator’s, and Society Islands,—and behind theso 
slope off into the flat coral islands of the dangerous 
Archipelago or Pomatu group,—but also to the cast 
they maintain their connection with the East-Indiaii 
Archipelago as far as Lu^um, throwing out branches 
through the long’ insular chain of Timor, Flores, 
Sumbayo Lomok, Bali, Java, Sumatra, and thence 
into the Peninsula of Malacca. The last-mentioned 
are a nearly uninterrupted chiiin of still active volca¬ 
noes, whose former super-aqueous connection can still 
bo clearly distinguished, for the sea, under the effect 
of the monsoons, only broke through at the places 
where it found the least resistauee; and the still 
existing sub-aqueous fire-sources possess safety-valves, 
which expel the collected volcanic elements—just 
according ns the mass lies further eastward or west¬ 
ward—either in the Sandwich Islands, at Hawaii, on 
Java by means of the Gebb, or else in Sumatra. 

The reader, however, must not fancy that all these 
islauds are exclusively coralline. The islands of the 
East-Iudiau Archipelago, with mountains of more 
than 11,000 feet in height, are nearly all of volcanic 
origin. Upon many of them the craters are still in 
terrible activity; on others they are burnt out and cold, 
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J)ut rovcaling their origia in form and strata; and 
otliers again resemble a mass of stone and lava, which 
has been convulsed by subterranean fire, perhaps by 
an earthquake, and only reveal, in their lava masses 
and burnt rocks, the former desolation of the destruc¬ 
tive elemtmt, though they are now covered by luxuriant 
vegetation, and a str.ata of loam. 

Still a great quantity of islands in the South Seas 
arc eomposed entir^ of coral, generally displaying, 
however, a crater-like form, as long and narrow 
strijis of coral begird deep lagoons or lakes, and force 
the observer almost involuntarily to fancy he is stand¬ 
ing above the sumiuit of old sunken\olcauoes, whoso 
ti atures are clearly and faithfull)' traced on the sur- 
fai-e of the sea by the coral-tree, wliich occupies tho 
edge of t he cnitcr as a pedestal. 

l>ut th(? most ijcculiar formation of tho coral is 
revealed in the reefs, which surround nearly all the 
islands—we might say all, without exception—at a 
distance of about a mile or half a mile, and over which 
the sea incessantly brejtks. They generally rise to 
t he surface of tho water, and thus provide the islands 
with a broad belt of perfectly still water, let the sea 
beyond nige and storm as much as it pleases, in which 
the islanders not only carry on their fishery imim- 
peded, but are also enabled to maintain a constant 
and always certain connection with the difierent por¬ 
tions of their island. 

At a spot where a little stream of sweet water 
]>ours dow-n from the hiUs, and mingles with the salt 
' water, these corals, for which pure and nnnnxed salt 
water is a necessity of existence, form deep and con¬ 
venient passages for ships, which frequently widen ovft 
k2 
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into large and apacioua havena within the reefs, and 
usually in the vicinity of the stream of fresh water. 
On the otlier hand, however, there aio m.my islands 
which do not possess this convenience, and conse¬ 
quently are utterly inaccessible to larger vessels. 

Witliin these reefs, the depth of the water often 
varies from many fathoms to scarcely a foot; at one 
spot, tlie deep blue sea appears fathomless, wliile, close 
by, tlie liglit coral ground is visib^ covered, as it were, 
with a crystalline case, out of which the wondrously- 
twisted branches and trees rise up, and little fishes, 
glistening with all the colours of the rainbow—con¬ 
scious of the security of the hiding-place—dart back¬ 
wards and forwards through the jagged, irregizlar, 
flower-laden masses. 

But this will be enough, dear reader, to give you a 
cursory idea of the corals and reefs, for w hole volumes 
would bo requisite to describe all the wonders of that 
world. 

The Ft png Fish, then, passed these dangerous islands 
safely and rapidly, and when she felt the deep, calm 
waters of the Timor Sea beneath her keel, they con¬ 
tinued their voyage without further adventure, passed 
through Bali’s Straits, leaving the tall mountain of 
the same name to the right, and running along the 
northern coast of Java, reached Samarang, after a 
passage of five weeks since leaving the Feejce 
islands. 

As soon as they arrived, Mr. Evans went ashore 
immediately, accompanied by Frank, and put up at one 
of the Butch hotels, where Frank found himself trans¬ 
planted into a new and most unexpected world. 
Never accustomed to actual luxury, or even to the 
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irreater conveniences of life, he hero found himself, 
as it were, b}- magic, surrounded by persons and' 
things whieli appe.ared to him quite fabulous. 

Asa wliite man, he was regarded by this mixture of 
JTalays and Chinese as a higher being, and he found 
himself not only freed from performing those sendees 
which he had done for others, and that too with the 
best will, but four or five coloured servants always 
ready ti) do them for himself. On the first diiy the 
whole scene liad the double attraction of novelty, to 
w hieh he yielded with delight, and was not even able to 
realize aiul comprehend its most prominent features. 
He wa.s surrounded liy a confused ttvi'dley of languages 
and forms, whiidi would have req\nred weeks to dis¬ 
tinguish and reg.ard in their reality t but .after the first 
day the servile readiness of the Jlalays began to grow 
disagreeable to him, and he debarred himself from 
many things, which it would have cost him only' a 
’lord to <ihtain, that he might not bo pained by seeing 
four or five men rush forward to obey his commands. 

He was most sutqirised at the Chinese, with their 
wide, short, cotton trowsers and jackets, their bare 
heads and long pigtails, their clumsy shoes, and 
comical, though crafty-looking eyes. AVlierevor he 
glanced, he saw this busy, active, indefatigable race of 
beings: here they were traders standing in their 
strangely ornamented shops, and chattering the half- 
unwilling purcha.ser into buying things he did not 
want—there smiths, tailors, and cobblers, who were 
standing naked to the waist in their hovels, or sitting 
to ply their needle or hammer with untiring industry. 
At another place he saw them as bakers, tlien as fire¬ 
work makers, or marching through the streets as 
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hawkers, with baskets depending from a heavy pole 
balanced on their shoulder—as gamblers and opium- 
sellers, as actors in tall bamboo booths; in short, as 
everything which can be conceived busy and active in 
our world—but never idle, never lazy. 

Frank, however, had not much time to look round 
him in the town, for Mr. Evans, through an invitation 
he received from a large coffee-planter in the interior, 
had a famous opportunity to hunt in the mountains, 
and he liad no idea of letting it slip. Frank was to 
accompany him. 

Travelling in Java is very comfortable: dragged 
along in the softly-cushioned carreta, by' four small but 
active ponies at a band gallop, the traveller sees the 
magnificent scenery of this splendid country fly past 
him. Every five paals (the paal is not quite an Eng¬ 
lish mile) there is a post station where the liorses are 
changed, and that without delay, for the IMalay grooms 
arc standing with the ready harnessed liorses under a 
portico, and the spring carriage soon rattles again 
along the splendid broad post-road. 

Tho Eutch know how to make themselves comfort¬ 
able, and other nations might take a lesson from them 
with advantage, if it is absolutely necessary so greatly 
to effeminate the body by the avoidance of the slightest 
exertion. 
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ClIAPTEE XIV. 

now rilANK WENT HEXTINO WILD Dl'LLS IN THE 
JAVA MOINTAINS, AND WAS UlilSELP HVSTED 
IN TLRN. 

The cdtiVe jil.mtatioTi. Iluiiting tliu wild oxen. Tlie proces-sioii 
trav. lling thnmgh the jiiiiglc. The mouiil.iin hike. A snvago 
ha'll. ,\n iiii(>leiiwiiit (lileimna. Frank tikea to water. The 
value Ilf jirtM iicc of niiiul. SfiraculouH e>tcn|>e. Death of 
the hull. 'J'he liuiiting eucainjuaent. lietuni to the jilan- 
tatioii. * 

In a low hours llicy arrived at the little village of 
Baliadaii. whore tlioy had no great distanec to roach 
II err I'oolon’s coll'oo plantation. The scenery here was 
iimgnificont : leaving the tropic.al climate behind them 
1 ho higli'T they ascended, tho\’ found tlie cocoa-pahii im 
longer nourishing, or at least bearing no fniit, and 
rarely rising to any height. Jlut they had reached the 
district of tlie font jtahus and of the wild piwuig. w ith 
its broad rustling leaves; immense oaks rai.sed tlieir 
majestic light-grey trunks, like gigantic pillars, and 
eovered with a dense dark-green foilago; chattering 
monkeys climbed about with yelfs and cries or extra¬ 
ordinary bowls among the boughs, or sprang from 
branch to branch; wliile the black, red, and yellow- 
pepper bird sailed with heavy flapping wings througli 
the forest, or whetted its beak upon the bough where 
it bad settled. 

Mynheer Foelen received the two Europeans in the 
most cordial manner, but scarcely allowed them to 
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rest on tto first day, as they •would require t'wo days 
for the purposed hunt on the Urarang, and on the' 
third must be back in Bahadan to be present at 
some Indian festivities and games, which they could 
not be allowed to miss. Besting therefore on that 
day, to be prepared for tho fatigues of the next, 
they got their fire-arms in readiness, and started at 
daybreak for the desolate passes of the Urarang, 
■where wild oxen and stags were found, and at times a 
royal tiger, which not unfrequently burst on the set¬ 
tlement, and killed and carried oflT cattle and even 
men. 

A few weeks back a magnificent fellow of this genus, 
which had assailed and dragged ofiT a INIalay, had been 
captured in a pitfall, and was preserved for the fes- 
tix'itics about to take place. 

The most interesting sport, however, would be the 
pursuit of the bantings or wild oxen, and Frank was 
astonished at the crowd of Malays, whom their 
hospitable host appeared to have summoned from 
the whole neighbourhood. From every side they 
flocked in with their short but sharp klewangs—a 
peculiar kind of short sword, or long knife—and were 
with equal rapidity loaded •with pro-\'i8ion8, guns, 
tents, and all sorts of things. Frank found the whole 
affair very comical, on seeing the preparations made 
here for a hunt of two days, while an American 
hunter, with his blanket on his back, and some dried 
venison wrapped in it, with his knife at his side, his 
rifle on his shoulder, and, at the most, accompanied 
by a good dog, wanders about for months in tho 
woods, and kills tho bear and tho panther, the deer 
and the turkey. 
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But wlipn you are at Rome you must do as the 
Romans do; in India it is imagined that you can 
neithcT travel nor hunt, without tormenting yourself 
witli a swarm of servants; and this circumstance 
would ruin sport, were there not such an immensity 
of game in the dense forests, that something must ho 
continually starttid, lot the hunters make as much 
noise ns they please. 

At eight o’clock the procession started, the sports¬ 
men on hor.seback, accompanied by ten or twelve 
iiiountecl .lavanese, and a number of coolies, or ser¬ 
vants, on I’oot, hut always at a sharp trot, in their 
rear. < >n leaving the house they ijuitted the broad, 
e<inveiiient road, and followed a Tiarrow path, which 
le<l them, for at least eight paals, through nothing 
but cotlee-gardens. 

But you must not imagine, dc.ar reader, that these 
cofl'ee-ganleiis were a row of restaurants, with wooden 
benches .and little arbours, in front of which blue 
■sign-boards, u ith golden letters, announce that which 
busy waiters, with carefully curled locks, and very 
short jackets, carry about within ; no, the whole was 
forest and thicket, at the first hurried glance, and it 
was not till they had advanced some di.stance, that the 
regularly planted trees, and ground cleared from 
weed.s, indicated the cofTec-plaritations, or the coffee- 
gardens, as they arc called here, with some propriety. 

After pa.ssing these gardens the actual forest com¬ 
menced; a narrow pathway led through wild rasp¬ 
berry busht's, pisang and fern-palms, continually 
shaded by the luxuriant vegetation, till it suddenly 
terminated in alang-alang, or oziers and thorns, near 
the little low bamboo hut of a Javanese. 
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Now, the servants commenced their task, for thcv 
cut down the jungle with their sharp klcwangs, and 
the horsemen followed slowly in S’nglc file. The 
men, while doing this, made such a row, that it would 
be hopeless to think of finding any game, until they 
at last reached a more open glade, and ]Mr. Evans 
declared that he would dismount and hunt on foot. 
The princi|)al object of their expedition was, indeed, 
a little lake high up in the mountains, probably the 
crater of some cxJiauslcd volcano, round whose shores 
the bantings generally congregated; and as thi'y 
were no longer at any groat distance from it, llerr 
Eoelen at length, yielded to the prayers of the little 
Englishman, and himself got down from his horse, 
a thing which he svas not particularly fond of doing. 
This also rendered it possible to get rid of a numbiT 
of their noisy followers, who were orilered by the 
Dutchman to prepare the night eneaniimient at a 
spot well known to them; and with (iroportionately 
very little noise,—though still sullicient to drive away 
any t iniid game,—they continued their expedition with 
only about six times more atteudauts tluui they actu¬ 
ally required. 

At length they reached the spot whence they would 
bo able to survey the small mountain lake, and Mr. 
Ev.ans insisted that only those should advance who 
were armed with guns; if the others were w anted, 
they could easily be brought up. IMynheer Foelen 
shook his head, but at last acquiesced, and Frank was 
sent forward with one of the Javanese, who carried 
firt'-arms, to reconnoitre. 

The two glided gently and noiselessly on—^for the 
Javanese, fortunately, was one of the more silent men 
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of his race—aud at length reached a small clearing, 
whence they could survey the glistening lake, which 
was covered with myriads of wild-fowl. Hut these 
were not tlie objects they were in search of, and 
Frank had strained his eyes in vain without seeing 
:inv large animal ou the shores of tho lake breaking 
the dark verdure of the swampy meadows or ozier- 
beds opposite to them. Suddenly the .lavancse nudged 
him eaiilioiisly, .and with the whispered words, “Miri, 
iniri! "('•ee, .see) he pointed to a spot in tho lake just 
(>pposite them, and which had not hitherto nttracted 
the boy'.s attention. The .lavancse persisted, and at 
length a dark object moved in tho water, and Frank 
clearly di.'tinguished seven dark bodh-s, which were 
st.inding in tlie water, apparently'to eoid their sides, 
and now and then throwing up the water with their 
snouts 

These were the banting.s. and their plan of action 
was (juiekly formed. Jleturning to the others, they 
g.ave a report of the game they had seen, aud by Herr 
Foelcn’s advice they formed two p.arties, each of five 
men—Mr. Fvaiis and Frank with three, .Mynhet.'r 
I'oelen with four, .Javanese—in order to en^ej) round 
the lake, which was not more than lialfandle in 
diameter, aud, if possible, catchy tho bantings while 
yet in the water. 

Evans and Fnink started immediately, for tho longer 
but more i.ipen route was allotted to them, and refused 
to take any one else with them; but Foelen sent for 
eight or ten of his coolies to cut a path, and they 
proposed to meet again on the opposite bank of the 
lake. 

They could, however, only advance very slowly, for 
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although this portion of the forest was called “ open,” 
it was 80 covered with every description of underwood 
and creeping plants, that it was quite impossible to 
keep a direct course. The most terrible thickets were 
formed by tlie rattan, better known to the G-crman 
reader by the incorrect or, at least, antiquated name 
of “ Spanish cane” (as the Spaniards probably brought 
the first specimen from their Transatlantic settlements 
to Europe). It is a creeping plant, in the most com¬ 
prehensive sense of the term, for with its reed-like 
leaves it •stretches in extraordinary lengths from bough 
to bough, interlaces the trees with its thousand arms, 
and, in addition to its extreme touglmcss, is provided 
with closely-growing prickles, two inches in length. 

It can be conceived that any thickets, where this 
plant has gained the upper hand, are quite imper¬ 
vious, and it is requisite to creep round them, or cut a 
path on one side ; but thej- delay one’s progress most 
materially, and render the walk much more fatiguing. 

But for all that, our hunters advanced with some 
degree of speed, taking all things into consideration, 
and arrived after about half an hour’s march in sight 
of a little tutt of fem-palms, which they had selected 
as a mark before starting, and behind which the oxen 
had certainly entered the lake. 

Here they stopped, for they had agreed with the 
other hunters that they would stop till they heard 
the signal, on getting near the animals. "When they 
heard the cry of the ulung-ulung—a red falcon with 
white breast, frequently found here, and which one 
of the Javanese imitated excellently — they would 
advance on both sides, and the bantings must then 
certainly come within shot of one of the detachments. 
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In the possible, but not very probable, event that 
the oxen would attempt to swim across the lake, 
two Javanese bad been left behind with guns, and all 
the other coolies as beaters. 

They liad not been standing ten minutes at their 
post, and listening breathlessly for the appointed sig¬ 
nal, wlion there was a splash in the water, and the 
bushes began to crack and rustle: at the same mo¬ 
ment, too, they heard the signal. Just as Frank and 
Mr. Evans left tlie bushes, wliich had hitherto con¬ 
cealed tliem, and entered a glade in front, four of 
the bantings rushed from an opposite thicket, and 
attempted to cross the glade, at -about sixty paces 
distance. The front one was a splendid red bull, witli 
sharp, twisted horns, and he was ’closely fiillowed by 
two other young bulls. The cows came in the rear. 

“ I’ll take the front one, and you let fly at one of 
the others,” cried the little naturalist, forgetting all 
else in the sudden exeiteraent; and when the two rifles 
cracked almost simultaneously, one of the bull-calves 
fell dead; while their leader, wounded in the flank, 
made a furious bound and fell on its knees. But this 
was only momentary, and might bo ascribed more to 
surprise at the shot than to the ball, for it had scarce 
touched the gniss with its foaming muzzle, ere it 
sprung up again, and throwing u[) its bead with a 
fierce, angry growl, it scarcely perceived the foe before 
it, than it bent down its head and rushed at the 
alarmed naturalist. The two Javanese now fired also, 
but one of thenvmissed, while the other only wounded 
the raging beast in the leg, and rendered it more 
fhrious, so that the little Englishman, who was quite 
confounded by these events, would have become an 
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easy prey for the bull, had not Trank sprung forward 
to attract tho bull’s attention, and then render him 
harmless with his second barrel. In the former de¬ 
sign he was perfectly successful, but when the beast 
lowered its head and rushed toward him, and be raised 
the gun to his check, the cap missed fire. Prank 
immediately perceived his imminent danger, and 
throwing aw'ay the useless rifle, tried to escape to tho 
nearest tree. There was, however, not only a strip of 
marshy ground between him-and safety, but the bull 
would gain the advantage, as he would have to run 
across right in front of it. There was no time for 
choosing, and in the hope that the water would keep 
back his pursuer. Prank sprung over a deep ditch, 
and jumped iuto tho lake, as far -as he possibly 
could. 

lie certainly heard a shout at the same instant, 
but it was immediately drowned by the bubbling of 
the water above him, and being an excellent swimmer, 
he kept underneath, until ho imagined he had placed 
a safe distance between himself and the raging animal. 
He only rose to tho surface when he found it impos¬ 
sible to remain any longer down, but had almost 
uttered a loud cry of terror, on seeing that his terrible, 
inexorable foe was swimming scarcely twenty paces 
off, and seeking for its victim with loud snorting and 
pufliug. 

Prank could not dive again immediately, for he re¬ 
quired a few seconds to draw breath; but, although 
he ouly kept his mouth just ftbove water, and did not 
make the least noise, the furious animal had seen 
him, and now swam towards him with an angry bel¬ 
low, as if challenging its opponent to the contest. 
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Tbe lad considered himself lost, when he suddenly 
thought of the little sharp knife which he carried in a 
sheath at his waist, and feeling whether it was still 
secure, he determined on making an attempt to dive 
again, and so get under his enemy’s stomach and give 
it a stab, from which it would slowly bleed to dcatli. 
When he saw, therefore, that the bull was swimming, 
directly towards him, he dived once more, and two 
seconds later, the bull swam exactly over him, and 
even struck his shoulder with one of its hoofs. 

Now whether it was that it felt something in the 
water, or had marked the spot so accurately at which 
the pursued had disappeared for the second time 
beueatli the surface—at any rate, it turned round and 
swam back again to the spot. * 

Several shots were now fired at the bull by the 
hunters congregated on the shore. Frank could hear 
tlie hollow sound beneath the water; mid a fresh 
danger accrued to tlie wearit^d lad, who might bo 
so easily shot by one of the Javanese bunglers, when 
he rose to the surface, instead of the bull. Still ho 
must rise again, for he was afraid of losing conscious¬ 
ness by remaining too long under the water, and then 
he would infallibly be drowned. 

His friends on shore were in pcarccly less terror 
than himself; for they saw plainly, what Frank under 
the water could not notice, namely, that the furious 
animal appeared to be cognizant that its victim must 
be just under or close by it, for it scarcely passed the 
spot ere it turned back again, and swam round it in 
small circles. 

Mynheer Foelen and Evans now fired at the bull 
again, and one ball hit it in the head and glanced off, 
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■while the other struck the water iu front of it and 
bounded harmlessly over its back, and the Javanese also 
gave it a broadside ; but as the latter scattered their 
lead in every direction, and the Europeans momen¬ 
tarily expected the rc-appearance of the unhappy lad, 
they were soon stopped. Besides, the ■firing appeared 
to have no otlier eflect on the bull than to render it, 
if possible, still more furious, for it seemed determined 
not to return to land till it had ample revenge. 

Frank, when just on the point of rising to the sur¬ 
face again, looked up, and his heart ceased to beat 
when he saw the dark form of his foe swimming in the 
clear water just, above him. But he had no choice 
left, and in the hope that the bull would not see him 
immediately if he* rose right behind it, and that ho 
would then gain time to draw breath again and col¬ 
lect his strength, be rose as quickly as he could, and 
sau' daylight once more; but close before him—so close 
that he could have laid his liand upon it-^swam the 
bull. 

In spite of his exhaustion, his hand sought the 
knife; at tins moment, the tail of the raging animal 
lashed the water, and turning suddenly, it perceived 
its prey. Frank gave himself up for lost; but the 
thought crossed his mind like lightning, to catch hold 
of the tail and hold tight; the bull would then be 
utterly uuablc to attack him, as it had no purchase for 
its feet in the water, and perhaps he might'succeed in 
conquering it; at any rate, he would gain time to 
keep above water and recruit his strength. Of course, 
he did not require the tenth part of the time in efiect- 
ing this which 1 have employed in describing it; in d 
second he had seized the bull’s tutted tail, and, while 
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the latter uttered a fearful bellow, and turned round 
'upon him, the very movement took Frank out of reach 
and danger. 

Fear, excitement, and bodily, almost superhuman 
exertion, had, however, so worn out the lad, that he 
felt his strength gradually deserting him, and his only 
hope lay in wounding the bull, and tiring it out by the 
loss of blood. Plucking his knife from the sheath and 
drawing as near as he could to the animal’s body, he 
thrust it in with his utmost strength, and repeated the 
blow thrice in rapid succession, at the same time ren¬ 
dering the orifice as large and gaping as he possibly 
could. 

The bull, thus assailed, bellowed furiously from 
pain and rage, but was not able to shake off its enemy, 
who held on like grim death ; and itself e.xh.austcd by 
the former wound, the stab it had just received weak¬ 
ened it still more and ciiused it to sink in the water. 
It made one last attempt to drive its horns into its 
youthful assailant, and so tremendous was it, that 
Frank, who felt his left hand slip, suddenly let the 
knife full from his grasp in order to hold on with liis 
other hand. But he had no further use for a weapon ; 
the poor tortured and exhausted brute seemed quite 
to have forgotten him, and with hurried groans and 
panting, and only thinking of its own preservation, 
as it probably felt itself sinking deeper and deeper, 
it began swimming in a direct line for the nearest 
land—a flat piece of swampy ground—and dragged 
Frank after it, who was quite undecided whether to 
follow the brute ashore or not. 

He had, however, no more cause for fear. At the 
spot where the bull—^no longer caring for the hunters 
. L 
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■who were rushing up, and with eyes already beginning 
to grow green and glassy—must land, several of the' 
Javanese, with 3Ir. Evans, had posted themselves, and 
as soon as its front legs touched the ground, they fired 
three balls into its head at scarce ten paces distance. 
It fell dead in the shallow water, its blood-dripping 
muzzle just touching the laud. The lad, however, 
who was greeted with shouts of triumph and delight 
by the otlier hunters, was so exhausted, that when 
the excitement of the nerves ceased with the depar¬ 
ture of danger, he could not get ashore alone, and was 
therefore lifted out by the Javanese, who sprang in to 
his assistance. , 

The banting-hunt was now at end, for the remainder 
of the herd had get too great a start, and were besides 
so startled that it would have been impossible for the 
hunters to catch them, even if their own exhaustion 
would have permitted it. The white men, therefore, 
left the coolies to carry the meat and hides of the 
killed bulls to the plantation, mounted their horses 
again, and galloped, as quickly as the difiiculties of 
the path would permit, to the encampment, where 
every preparation had been made, as if they were 
going to remain there for a month. 

Posts had been driven into the ground, and a thick, 
firm roof of reeds and leaves laid upon them. The 
walls were formed of pieces of outstretched sailcloth, 
and even mattresses had been provided for the 
Europeans, which had been brought up on the backs 
of servants, that the white lords of the land might 
sleep upon them for one night. 

The' natives, who are very skilful in snch matters, 
had formed a table of bamboo, and even in Samarang 
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or Batavia it could not have been covered with greater 
■profusion,or a finer display of dainties, fruit8,and wines. 
All this was produced in the most terrible wilderness, 
as if raised by enchantment from the ground; and 
when the sportsmen had exchanged their w'et clothing 
for dry garments, and came out of the room specially 
provided for the purpose, into the dining-room, Frank 
actually rubbed his eyes to be certain that he was not 
dreaming, so much did it all resemble a story of the 
“Arabian Nights,” or the quaint history of Fortu- 
natus’s wishing-cap, which children listen to with 
such intense delight. 

The luxury which is displayed in Eastern countries 
as regards everything appertaining to comfort, and espe¬ 
cially to servants, is really fabulous.* Even the shortest 
expeditions are not undertaken, without requiring a 
special servant or native—in these countries, con¬ 
vertible terms—to carry each trifle. But if a higher 
official, or a regent of the natives—who, however, are 
under the authority of the Europeans—have a journey 
or tour of inspection to make, he is not satisfied with 
the production of everything which the villages can 
offer, but a w'hole army of “ attendants ” must gallop 
before and behind the carriage, to render his progress 
through the country more imposing. 

Thus it is in the Dutch Indies, and in British India 
it is much worse, where every lieutenant in the army 
keeps a battalion of servants; and a surgeon, who had 
to undertake a short journey alone, was heartily pitied 
by his friends because he would be compelled to go 
without many, and yet so necessary, comforts, as ho 
had only about a hundred natives to accompany him. 

It is true, that the hot climate of those countries 

. 1.2 
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forbids the European anj species of corporeal exertion; 
but, taking this as an excuse, he refrains from the' 
slightest movement, and weakens his body in a few 
years to such a degree, that at last he is not able to 
perform the slightest duties for himself, even if he 
really desired it, and so becomes a species of cripple, 
who is utterly dependent on those around him, and 
is the most helpless being in the world if they happen 
to desert him at a pinch. 

It is good and advisable to take certain precautions 
in these hot regions, especially if our bodies are not 
acclimatised to the heat; but to refrain from the 
slightest movement, and to watch with almost timid 
care, lest we should lift our arm to light a cigar, or 
move a chair to the table—as is the case there,—and 
rather than do it call up a body of servants, weakens 
and unnerves the body to such a degree eventually, 
that the evil and injurious effects cannot be long 
absent; and many, very many of the diseases of these 
hot countries, have just as frequently been engendered 
by this utter and voluntarily-produced exhaustion of 
our whole nervous system, as by the hot climate 
itself. 

On the next morning—they slept without rocking 
through the nightj. in consequence of their unusual 
exertions—Mr. Evans and Frank went out alone, as 
Mynheer Foelen asserted that ho had business which 
called him back to the plantation. He'left them, 
however, the greater portion of the natives, with 
whom they could not at all agree, and who made such 
a tremendous row in the forest, that there was not a 
chance of getting a shot. Frank, in fact, felt so 
exhausted by the immoderate fatigue of the previous 
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day, which he now began to feel in his litnbsj that by 
midday they knoeked-off, and returned to the planta¬ 
tion, greatly to the delight of ail their attendants. 


CHAPTEE XV. 

A TIGEE AND PANTHEE FIGHT. 

The native festival. Gamelanga and anhlongs. The captured 
tiger. The Javanese display their bravery. Eoyal amuse¬ 
ments. Deiith of the tiger. The panther shows fight. An 
unwelcbme guest. Sscape of the panther. 

In the plantation they found everybody in the greatest 
state of excitement and preparation for the morrow’s 
festivities. An open spot had been prepared for the 
tiger-fight, and about fifty Javanese were busied in 
erecting a gigantic bamboo-cage at another spot, on 
whose scaffolding a quantity of laughing and chatter¬ 
ing natives were standing, probably narrating the 
history of former similar festivities, and killing them¬ 
selves with laughter at the reminiscence of the comical 
scenes they had witnessed. 

During the evening, the strangers heard, as an 
initiative of the coming festivity, the strange and fre¬ 
quently melodious sounds of the gamelang and anklong, 
the gongs and violins—sounds so peculiar that they 
could not possibly imagine from what instruments 
they were produced, and whose wild unstudied har¬ 
mony they found themselves quite unable to follow. 

The gamelang especially claimed their attention, 
with its multitude of metal bells, of all sizes, and 
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beaten with little sticks, much after the fashion of our 
glass harmonicas, or hand-bells. 

The anklong was much more simple, and consisted 
of pieces of bamboo of different lengths, which hung 
in a frame, and were shaken against another serrated 
piece of cane, producing thereby a sound resembling 
the bells of the Swiss kine. 

The violins were all two-stringed, and generally 
played by Chinese, each of whom, however, had his 
own peculiar notion of harmony; while the gongs 
formed the bass, and consisted of round metal plates, 
which were beaten with padded sticks, and produced 
a horrible crash,' that could be heard at an immense 
distance. The approach of night in no way inter¬ 
rupted the harmony, for whenever one of the natives 
laid down the gamelang sticks, probably from fatigue, 
another had been waiting long and anxiously for the 
moment to seize them, and without a pause the con¬ 
fused sounds for a long while tortured the ears of the 
wearied sportsmen. 

When Frank rose the next morning at an early 
hour, these sounds were the first to greet him, and he 
fancied the fellows had not left off during the whole 
night—nor, in fact, had they done so. Little flags 
were fluttering in ,every direction, and beneath long 
bamboo huts, open to every breeze, stood broad tables, 
covered with everything that Indian fancy could 
collect, in the shape of fruit, and meats, foots, leaves, 
kernels, berries, pickles and preserves, sugar and 
confectionery. 

The main point of attraction, and the centre of the 
scene, was the open space on which the cage stood 
with the prisoned tiger. . The cage itself, though 
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strongly built, was only made of wood, but it was tbo 
easily-splitting aren-palm, which wounds the tiger’s 
gums, when it bites furiously at the bars, and compels 
it to refrain from any such attempts. 

The tiger, which had only been brought in that 
morning from the place where it had been captun'd, 
lay stretched out quietly and almost motionless in tlio 
cage, with its gleaming eyes half closed, and appa¬ 
rently not heeding the group of men—mortally hated 
men—that closely surrounded it; but the flashing, 
sparkling eyes, which restlessly looked round, as if 
selecting a victim from the mob, contradicted this 
apparent calmness. For a long .while the terrible 
brute endured the laughter and chatter of the spec¬ 
tators ; nor did it even move when a daring boy tor¬ 
mented it with a piece of bamboo thrust between tho 
bars. But at last it hurled itself, with a fierce bound 
and angry growl, against the wooden grating, and the 
gasping jowl, the glistening fangs, the fire-flashing 
eyes, betrayed the fury that consumed the entrails of 
the captured animal. 

At such an outbreak of frenzied rage the Javanese, 
just before laughing so’noisily and carelessly, dispersed 
like a flock of pigeons on which a hawk has suddenly 
pounced, and did not return till they had distrustfully 
examined the cage, to see whether the savage brute 
could not get out; and then came back laughing loudly 
and merrily at their own timidity. 

The gamelangs, at this moment, commenced a quick 
and bold melody, and the natives retired bashfully 
from the cage, for the procession of the Europeans, 
with the regent at their head, marched up to the spot, 
preceded by many hundred lance-bearers. While the 
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white men and the regent mounted a balcony at no 
great distance from the spot, whence they could be 
•witnesses of the whole scene, the lance-bearers drew 
themselves up in three rows, as far as their number 
permitted, round the cage, thus leaving a space of 
about seventy paces in diameter, whose centre was 
occupied by the tiger’s den. 

The band kept up an uninterrupted noise: the 
circle of lances round the still caged tiger was now 
closed, and the spectators—an extraordinary medley of 
Javanese and Chinese men and women from the ad¬ 
joining village—drew as close as they could to the 
armed band, in order to witness the liberation of the 
tiger. All the neighbouring trees were thronged with 
men, and a perfect crowd of young fellows and men 
had collected on a decayed waringi tree, which stood 
close behind the last row of lance-men, and just oppo¬ 
site the balcony, where they clung with hands and 
feet to the withered branches, and could scarcely await 
the moment -when the spectacle was to commence. 
They had, certainly, one of tho very best places, and 
others were continually climbing up to get among 
them, but were pushed back by those already in pos¬ 
session, as, if driven out too far on the withered 
branches, they feared the chance of their breaking. 

The gamelang-players and the gong-beaters were 
seated in a balcony, also built of bamboo, some ten or 
eleven feet above the ground, and close behind the 
lance-bearers: the instruments had been purposely 
carried up there, in order to allow the musicians to be 
■witnesses of the scene, so that they could regulate 
their time to the state of the battle. All the other 
instruments were neglected, for the voluntarj' musi- 
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cians bad their hands full, and had something else to 
attend to, than shake the anklongs. 

When all this was arranged, a raandoor, or official, 
ajjproached the platform with, all possible ceremony, 
which only etiquette united with religious bigotry can 
invent; and after receiving permission from the regent 
for the sports to commence, the row of lances opened, 
suddenly, and a Javanese dressed in his holiday state, 
and armed with no other weapons than his khris, 
walked into the open space, followed by two servants. 
The latter carried dry wood and pieces of bamboo, as 
well as burning coals in a hollow cocoa-nut, and walked 
up with them straight to the cage, behind which they 
piled up the wood, then fired it by means of the coals, 
and hurriedly quitted the arena, in w'hich the first 
comer—apparently a mandoor also—remained alone. 

The latter now sprung on the cover of the cage, 
which was formed of stout planks, and the tiger, which 
lay crouching beneath him, slowly raised its head, to 
see what was going on, and perhaps with the faint 
hope of getting something in reach of its claws, on 
which it could expend its fury, excited as it had been 
during the whole morning; its tail began to oscillate 
gently backwards and forwards, although it did not 
seem to move a limb. 

The Javanese, however, paid no attention to the 
animal beneath him: well acquainted with its nature 
as he was, he began to lift and then shut again the 
trap-door of the cage, and the tiger’s eye was soon 
fixed on the opening, which he saw open and shut in 
such rapid succession. Being baulked in this fashion, 
it remained lying in its old posture—when the mandoor 
at last lifted off the trap-door, and threw it down by 
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the cage—in the expectation that it would be again 
closed. 

The mandoor, in the meanwhile, descended from the 
cage again slowly and solemnly, as if to show that he 
was not in any way alarmed, though throwing side 
and almost imperceptible glances on the tiger, lie 
then made a low bow' in the direction where the regent 
was seated, or, more properly speaking, he cowered 
almost to the ground, and began walking majestically, 
and without looking back—for the monotonous tones 
of the gamelang informed him that the tiger had not 
yet quitted its lair—toward the spot where he had in 
the first instance entered the arena. 

The fire gradually extended; the hinder part of the 
cage W'as already burning briskly, and the fiames were 
commencing to attack some of the side-bars, and find 
their way to the interior. The tiger began to feel too 
warm in its bed, and looking up to the opening of the 
cage, as if doubting whether to emerge or not, it com¬ 
menced to lash its tail. AU at once, this member went 
into the fiames, and with a hoarse growl, the excited 
brute turned round to meet the foe that dared to assail 
it. But instead of an assailant made of flesh and 
blood, the dense smoke and the sufibcating heat of the 
fire were directly in front of the tiger, and on attempt¬ 
ing to escape by a retrograde movement from the hos¬ 
tile element, it found itself soon after—and much 
surprised, as it seemed—in the open dir, and the 
gamclangs and gongs burst forth in a loud and wild 
roar of defiance and triumph. 

It was a splendid tiger, of a deep yellow colour, with 
long, regular, black stripes, broad head, and immense 
paws, that now stood for a moment by the side of its 
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cage, uttering a roar of concentrated fury and despair, 
and then rushed, with short bounds, towai’d the 
nearest row of spearmen. 

But here it most unexpectedly came into collision 
with the sharp spears of the men, who held down their 
weapons toward it, and rising on its hind legs, while 
the dark features of the Javanese were lighted up 
with triumph, it turned away and ran round the circle 
past the rows of lances. The gongs were .beaten 
furiously, as the animal flew past them, and it cast a 
timid glance iii the direction of the orchestra, but did 
not check its speed till it arrived again at the spot 
where it had made the first attack, and, having appa¬ 
rently made up its mind that there was no other or 
better way of escape, it leaped fight among the 
spears. 

Poor brute! on all sides they drove the sharp points 
into its body and wounded it vitally ; but in spite of 
that, it broke away once more, ran with its gaping 
wounds a little distance in the arena, and then essayed 
a second leap, precisely at the same spot. But its 
strength was too greatly exhausted; and liberating 
itself once more from the lances, it tottered back a 
few paces and expired, while the instruments burst 
forth madly in a species of triumphal march, and the 
nearest Javanese, who had not yel taken part in the 
contest, drove their lances into its still quivering 
body. 

In a second, a quantity of coolies bounded into the 
arena, to drag away the dead tiger, as well as the 
cage, which was now in flames; while the ring opened 
on the other side, and afibrded ingress for eight others. 
They carried a second, rather smaller, cage, in which 
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a spotted panther was confined: a joyful shout ran 
along the rows of spectators, for the panther is fair 
more active and quick than the tiger, and generally 
displays more courage, which renders the contest, or 
rather the execution, very much more interesting. For, 
after all, man is a blood-thirsty, ferocious animal—like 
the panther. 

The same ceremonies as on the former occasion were 
performed: the mandoor entered the circle with the 
same solemnity, except that it was not necessary to 
bring in fresh fire, as the burning fragments of the 
tiger’s cage were more than sufBcient to enkindle that 
of the panther. "When this was done, the Javanese 
mounted on the cage, but the panther was more rest¬ 
less than its predecessor had been, and darted forwards 
immediately the trap-door was slightly lifted. But 
when it was closed, it sprang back again to its old 
position, and observed with sparkling eyes its alternate 
opening and shutting. 

The mandoor on the cage could not see the animal, 
and the spectators, who from the panther’s whole 
behaviour might perceive that it was extraordinarily 
lively, and ready to die gallantly, seemed to await the 
result with breathless attention. The gamelang 
and gong-beaters alone hammered away at their in¬ 
struments, and appeared to consider it their duty 
to fill up the intervening period as pleasantly as 
possible. 

The Javanese now pulled the door off, and flung it 
away; he then sprang down from the cage, and was 
beginning with all becoming dignity his sembach or 
homage, when the panther bounded out of the cage, 
and the Javanese forgetting in a moment all his 
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assumed calmness, fled with tremendous bounds, which 
would have done honour to the tiger, towards the 
protecting lances, which he safely reached, accompa¬ 
nied by the shouts and yells of the mob, while the 
liberated animal did not appear to pay the slightest 
attention to him. 

The panther, however, after one hurried glance at 
the hooting spectators, whose noise for the moment 
deafened the gamelangs, bounded along close by the 
outstretched spears—so close, that it almost touched 
them; and one of the Javanese, who probably found the 
opportunity too tempting to let it pass, thrust out 
his spear and wounded the animal^ sliglitly in the 
flank. 

The eflect of the wound was magical; the panther 
fell back, and rushed from one side of the arena to 
the other, and then crouching down just in front of 
the musicians’ orchestra, it leaped with one bound 
right over the three rows of spearmen, and climbed so 
rapidly up among the gongs and gamelangs, that the 
lancers were not able to stab at the animal, ere it dis¬ 
appeared behind the bamboo balustrade. 

How the surprised musicians dispersed when tlie 
savage, enraged beast bounded among them so sud¬ 
denly ! all care for their necks or other members was 
forgotten ; they left their gamelangs and gongs in the 
lurch, and threw themselves over the balustrade of 
the somewhat lofty orchestra with perfect contempt 
of death. Had a flash of lightning struck the build¬ 
ing, they could not have dashed out of its way with 
greater rapidity. 

But though the exhibition of musical instruments 
the panther found up there must have possessed all 
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the charm of novelty, it did not interest itself in them, 
at least for the moment—with a second bound, no way 
inferior to the first, it was once more on level ground, 
and flying through the rows of natives, several of 
whom hurled their khrises ineffectually at it, it sprung 
over the nearest fence, and had soon disappeared 
in the adjoining coffee plantation, where it defied 
pursuit. 

The musicians could not be again collected until 
a considerable time had elapsed. 

The panther, probably, would not have afforded the 
natives such extreme pleasure by the longest and most 
obstinate fight, as it did by its leap among the musi¬ 
cians. Joyful shouts at first drowned every word, 
and even a good hour later, groups of the taU, brown, 
and picturesquely-attired natives wore standing laugh¬ 
ing and talking, and described with the most expres¬ 
sive gesticulations the various comical details of this 
last “ sport.” 
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CHAPTEE XVI. 

THE FIGHT BETWEEN THE BOAB AND THE GOAT, 
AND HOW THE MONKET8 BEHAVED THE WHILE. 

The goat and his^tub. An impertinent intruder. The monkey’s 
tricks. The hoar shows fight. The blue monkey interferes. 
He meets the usual fate of intruders. The boar gives in. 
Termination of the festivities. Inde&tigable musicians. 

But the natives soon had other scenes to afford them 
matter for conversation, for the attention of the spec¬ 
tators was now attracted to another place, whither 
tlie Europeans proceeded with the regent. 

This was the already-mentioned gigantic bamboo 
cage, which was formed below of strong posts, some 
distance apart, and higher up covered with a thin net- 
■work of rattan and bamboo, wide enough to allow the 
interior to be plainly seen, and still sufficiently close 
to keep in the larger varieties of monkeys. 

In the centre of this cage was a post, and near it a 
rather largo empty cask on one end, while its sole 
inmates had been till now a very powerful goat, and 
four of the common long-tailed brown apes. The goat 
was pacing majestically up and down the cage, eating a 
few luxuries that were thrown in by the spectators, and 
did not deign a glance at the apes. It had a stately 
beard, and a pair of splendidly-twisted horns, and was 
apparently a strong and remarkably muscular animal. 

The blue monkey—so called from the bluish-grey 
colour of its hair, or more frequently the howling 
monkey, as it utters the strangest and most melan- 
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choly shriek that can be imagined—was sitting ■with a 
black long-tailed monkey (the blue ape has no tail), 
on the top of the cask, rarely allowing the other to 
take his seat upon it; and the blue gentleman fre¬ 
quently turned round and cast a most savage glance 
on the other, when it amused itself by lashing its 
long tail, and happened to strike the blue monkey. 
It made a grab at it once or twice, but could not catch 
hold of it, and probably did not care to commence a 
serious quarrel, for the black apes are savage brutes, 
with teeth as sharp as a dog’s—and, besides, cannot 
understand a joke. 

The brown, who are also long-tailed, apes—just in 
the same manner that we prefer going to those very 
places which w'e, ought not to visit — had sprung 
several times already on the cask, and when the blue 
ape turned round on them, attempted to climb up the 
post in the centre of the cage; but it was never more 
than an attempt, for the post had been" well .rubbed 
with soap, and one of those seated below always 
seized tlio experimentalizer by the tail, and drew him 
back. On one occasion they terribly annoyed the 
goat by actually falling on its back. 

This pleasant still-life was soon, however, to be dis¬ 
turbed in a most unexpected and rough fashion. In the 
first place, the men assembled round the cage with their 
loud laughing and chattering, and the sounds of the 
gamelangs and gongs close by—for the musicians 
had gradually collected again—rdid not at all please 
the animals. They became restless, and the goat, 
probably believing that one of the apes w^ to blame 
for it all, lowered its head and butted at the cask. 
By this attack it terribly atartled the blue ape, and 
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pinched the tail of the black monkey against the post, 
so sharply, that he drew it up with a loud cry of alarm, 
examined it carefully, and twisted it iu every direc¬ 
tion. He then had a comfortable scratch, while gnash¬ 
ing his teeth at the goat as it walked majestically up 
and down, and cutting all manner of angry faces. 

Suddenly, the attention of the whole company waa 
attracted towards the.door of their temporary abode, 
for a band of chattering, laughing coolies arrived there 
with a large and apparently very heav}"^ bamboo cage, 
which they put down close to it. The door was then 
opened, and when the goat curiously approached it— 
and even the blue ape had come down from its eleva¬ 
tion, to see what was going on—a trap-door was sud¬ 
denly removed, and at the same instant a fierce, black, 
bristly boar rushed in, as if shot from a bow, among 
the terrified company, who naturally dispersed as sud¬ 
denly as the gong and gamelang beaters just before, 
when the panther visited them. 

The ape mounted the cask at a bound, and pro¬ 
ceeded to climb the pole, but this was prevented by 
the soap, and the goat fled at the first alarm to the 
other side of the cask, and fancied itself in security 
there. The boar, however, not taking the slightest 
notice of the other animals, scarcely found itself 
liberated from its close confinement, than it also tried 
to find its w'ay into the open country, and ran with a 
savage grunt all round the bamboo wall, seeking for 
the outlet, which it could not find. 

The goat, in the meanwhile, had pressed itself close 
to the cask, and it was only when the grunting boar 
passed several times close by it, that its old auger and 
pride gained the ascendancy over its alarm : it bowed 
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its head, drew back a little, and just as the boar ■was 
passing, gave it such a tremendous blow in the temple, 
that the poor brute was hurled back against the side 
of the cage. This was, however, a little too much, 
and turning angrily on its treacherous assailant, the 
boar gave him a slight wound on the shoulder, and 
pressed the goat so close, that the latter was com¬ 
pelled to esdape on to the to|i of the cask, which 
it effected with one leap—in fact the cask had been 
placed here for that very purpose. 

By this proceeding, the goat was of course terribly 
in the way of the monkeys, which tried again, though 
in vain, to retreat via the post, while the two brown 
apes ran up the side walls, and, then supporting 
themselves by their legs and one arm, let the other 
and their tail hang down, and gnashed their teeth at 
the boar, who ■was certainly the cause of the whole 
commotion, and who now began playing the part of 
master of the house. 

The goat, in the meanwhile, examined the terrain, 
without deigning to look at the monkeys, who were 
scratching and biting each other, and at last, clearly 
perceiving that up here it had its rear protected, it 
sprang down from the cask, and lowering its head and 
drawing back a couple of paces, it butted the boar 
once again so furiously, that he fell on his knees, but 
soon started up, and turned angrily again on his cou¬ 
rageous assailant. The boar attacked the goat so vigo¬ 
rously and with such unexpected success, that the 
latter sought hurriedly to regain its place of shelter, 
but upset the cask by its violent leap, and reached ^ 
the ground on the other side, while the boar savagely 
ran at the rolluig cask. 
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But now the comic side of the contest really com¬ 
menced—the two large monkeys, also deprived of 
their refuge by the overthrow of the cask, tried to 
climb, though fruitlessly, up the slippery post. The 
black one, who appeared the most agile, had scarcely 
raised himself more than four feet from the ground, 
when the blue one seized him by the tail, and pulled 
him down again, and then attempted to secure his own 
safety by flying to the bamboo posts. The goat, how¬ 
ever, then butted at the black monkey, and while the 
latter sprang actively aside upon the boar, and from 
the latter to the wall, the goat generally ran its head 
with such fury against the post, that the whole build¬ 
ing shook. The goat could not devote much time to 
an examination of the wood-work, for the boar attacked 
it agiiin ; but cleverly escaping from the rush by leap¬ 
ing on one side, it g.ave the black fellow such a violent 
and well-judged blow in the rear, that the animal fell 
on its knees with a furious grunt at the unexpected 
blow, and only recovered in time to receive a second 
butt on the side of the head. 

"With a loud j'ell of pain the boar again rushed at 
the goat, who, with a single bound, mounted the over¬ 
turned cask. But here it had no holdfast, the cask 
began rolling, and the goat had its feet full in retaining 
its equilibrium. The boar appeared, too, to have 
received such blows that he was really forced to gasp for 
breath ere he could renew the extraordinary contest. 
He, therefore, contented himself with grunting at the 
apes, who when the boar remained quiet for awhile, 
began employing the animal’s back as a step, by means 
of. which they sprang conveniently up and down. At 
last, however, the goat lost its balance, the cask roiled 
. m2 
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from beaeath its feet, and the boar, regarding this in 
the light of a fresh insult, rushed to the attack once 
again. 

This time, however, the hoar was most roughly 
greeted; the goat, in the worst possible temper, 
through the roUing of the cask,—perhaps, too, through 
the wounds it had previously received,—did not await 
the attack, hut itself rushed on the boar. 

The second blow, by which it followed up the first 
one, would, probably, have been still more dangerous 
had not the blue ape interposed, though in a most invo¬ 
luntary manner. The latter, namely, had in the mean¬ 
while and very 'unnecessarily commenced a private 
quarrel with the black ape, which Blackey, though for 
a long while mdst patient and enduringi at last 
thought incompatible with his feelings of honour and 
courage. He, therefore, suddenly set upon the blue 
ape so furiously with nails and teeth—holding on by 
his tail twisted round one of the posts in the mean¬ 
while—that the blue ape was forced to let loose to 
defend himself against the furious attack, and now, 
while his assailant remained hanging by his stern- 
cable, as the sailors would say, and swung backwards 
and forwards, he fell between the two animals contend¬ 
ing below, just as, the goat was preparing for a fresh 
butting match. The poor wretch could not have 
arrived at a more unseasonable moment, for his breast¬ 
bone was broken in by the force of the, blow, and 
he fell dead by the side of the boar; while the goat, 
which, on hearing the loud yell, could only imagine that 
a new opponent had arrived, sprang back again upon 
its rolling cask. 

The boar, on the other band, of course unaware of 
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the famous, though involuntary, service the dead beast 
had done him, gave the corpse a couple of digs in his 
powerless fury, and then turned towards the cask. But 
here the goat, which had acquired fresh courage and 
confidence, by the successful result of the contest, met 
him half way, and belaboured him in such a manner 
tliat the boar at last was unable to rise from the ground, 
through an injury to his spine. The goat, which 
animal in these contests generally gains the victory, 
now gave him three or four tremendous blows, and 
then bounded—but this time in triumph—again on the 
cask, where it seemed to rock and balance itself, ns if 
in fun, and thus g.ave great umbrage to the blaek 
monkey, who had found this a famous place from 
which to watch the contest. , 

With the victory of the goat—for the boar was so 
exhausted that it could not recommence the contest— 
the interest the spectators took in the battle ceased, 
and the Europeans quitted the scene, to which the 
natives now thronged curiously, to see whether the 
boar would recover again, or the goat renew the fight, 
for which there was no want of incitement. 

The festivities were thenceforth confined princi¬ 
pally to eating and drinking, and the dances of the 
natives, which lasted the whole night; at least the 
incessant sounds of the gamelangs’and gongs were the 
first things that greeted Frank Wildman’s ear when 
he awoke the next morning at daybreak. 
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CHAPTER XVII. 

MAI/AT SUPEESTITIONS ABOUT THE ALLIOATOE, AND 
HOW THE APES CATCH CEABS. 

Visit to a Malay village. Prank has employment offered him. 
An ill behaved alligator. The great magician. The incan¬ 
tation. Punishment of the criminal. The deserted carapong. 
The monkeys’ evening diversions. Crab-catching. Pain and 
pleasure. 

Dueino the next month nothing extraordinary oc¬ 
curred, for Mr. Evans and Frank wandered about the 
woods, devoting the whole of their time to scientific 
inquiries, and collecting plants and minerals, so that 
they came home frequently heavily laden, and the 
Javanese shook their heads, wondering how these 
mad Europeans could go about in wind and storm, 
dew and rain, in order to load themselves with withered 
plants, and fragments of stones, as if they were gold 
and jewels. Mr. Evans’s health, however, at last gave 
way, and fearing a fever, which he might possibly 
escape by a course of medicine, he returned with 
Frank to Samarang. 

The young lad, who disliked the idle, life in the 
hotel, while he felt unwilling to spend his days in 
doing nothing, again longed for active scenes, and 
most welcome to him was the invitation of an Ame¬ 
rican, whose acquaintance he formed in Samarang, to 
visit him at Djaraka, a little village close to Samarang, 
and there employ his time in hard work. 
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Djaraka lay on the sea, and the house of the Ame¬ 
rican, a Mr. Wilson, surrounded by cocoa-palms and 
bananas, overlooked the wide expanse of waters, which 
was enlivened by countless boats and sails. It was an 
exquisite spot even for Java, that land of fine scenery; 
and the little village itself, with its strangely mingled 
stylos of architecture, the poor bamboo huts of the 
natives, close to the spacious and elegant dwellings of 
the Europeans, only served to bring out in ^Ktre 
striking relief the splendid vegetation, and rich co¬ 
louring of the fruit-orchards which begirt it. 

Prank made himself quite at home there, collected 
birds’ eggs and insects, chafers ai^d butterflies, and 
employed a great portion of his leisure time in ex¬ 
amining the state and cultivation.of the country, in 
which he was so successful, that in about six months 
Mr. Wilson proposed to him to undertake the ma¬ 
nagement of a plantation belonging to a brother-in- 
law of his, a Dutch planter, in the island of Bangka, 
near Sumatra. Prank gladly accepted, and the time 
for his departure was arranged for the next month, 
as a prahu which was going to carry machinery and 
other necessaries to the little colony woidd then be 
ready for sea. 

About this time—and he employed his days now 
almost exclusively in wandering about the neighbour¬ 
hood—they heard that some five paals westward, on 
the southern coast, a man had been devoured by an 
alligator, and a Malay enchanter was going to try the 
alligator on the next day, and probably kill it. 

This was an opportunity to learn something about 
the manners and superstitions of this strange people, 
which Frank would not let pass unnoticed; but as 
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Mr. Wilson had no time to accompany him, he was 
forced to set out alone, and trotted on the same 
morning, accompanied by a Malay seirant, and pro¬ 
vided with a letter of introduction to the mandoor of 
the village, towards the place indicated, which he 
reached after a two hours’ ride. 

The Malay, who accompanied him, spoke English 
well enough to carry on conversation with him, and 
he a)uld not have required a better interpreter ; be¬ 
sides, too, he was an old acquaintance of yours, dear 
reader, and no one less than Mr. Evans’s little fat 
Malay, who had not at all agreed with his old master 
since the day when he fell overboard with the tama¬ 
rinds. He had consequently left him about a month pre¬ 
viously, and looked out for Frank, whom he had always 
liked. The fellow was most modest in his demands, 
and seemed to be dearly attached to the young man. 
Wo can, in truth, call Frank so, for the last year had 
m.adc a great alteration in him, both bodily and men¬ 
tally, and he looked even older and more manly than 
he really was. 

On their little horses they galloped merrily up to 
the mandoor’s house; Frank delivered his letter, was 
most cordially received, and forced—in spite of his 
ass ertions that he had eaten a hearty meal only two 
"Tiours before—to seat himself at a table, upon which 
several girls laid a number of dishes of every pos¬ 
sible variety. The mandoor incessantly pressed him, 
and the little man was so friendly at the same time, so 
polite, and made such a terribly sorrowful face when 
Frank declined one of the countless dishes, or, better 
speaking, plates, that the latter was force d willy- nilly 
to overload his stomach, and only hoped for a nde 
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after dinner, in order to bring it again into some 
degree of order. 

As soon as the mandoor saw that Frank was regu¬ 
larly at work, he cowered down on the ground, and 
ate only those articles which Frank had left. The 
young man really felt uncomfortable at being regarded 
so reverentially here, and almost involuntarily he 
remembered that he himself bad been treated as a 
.servant on board the pirate, not so very long ago. 
In India, however, colovu' ennobles, and we Europeans 
must not consider it so very strange, for if we were 
to revert to the source of that which, among ue, 
brings one portion of the nation on their knees before 
the other—equally extraordinary, and perhaps more 
extraordinary, things would be brought to light. 

After dinner, or indeed during the meal, he was 
served with coffee, but prepared in a very different 
way from what he had been accustomed to. One of 
the girls, namely, put a tablespoouful of pounded 
coffee into his cup, and then poured boiling water 
upon it: it was certainly rather unpleasant to have 
his mouth filled with grounds, but ho would not for 
the world have said anything, for his hospitable host 
would have been capable of upsetting the whole cam- 
pong (village), in order to discovp another way of 
satisfying his taste. 

But Frank was, above all, interested in the alliga¬ 
tor enchanter; and he awaited impatiently the 
moment for startin*g; but the mandoor had already 
attended to this, and sent off a messenger to inquire 
into the progress of affairs. The latter soon returned, 
and Frank now learned that the magician would re¬ 
gard it as an honour, if the white man would be 
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present at the incantation, and they would defer 
the ceremony in order that he might have time to 
come. 

If this was the case, Prank would not by any 
means cause delay: fresh horses were soon brought, 
and with the fat little Malay on a gladach or servant’s 
horse behind them, and a whole swarm of others 
whom the mandoor considered he required as an 
escort, they galloped through a grove of magnificent 
cocoa-palms, towards a little poor fishing village, 
which they reached after half an hour’s sharp ride. 

They found the whole population on their legs, 
although the su,n was still high; but the mandoor 
galloped straight up to one of the largest bamboo 
houses, which was adorned with a long verandah, 
sprang from his horse, and, after lifting Frank from 
the saddle, carried him into the interior of the cabin, 
where he was most solemnly received by an old man. 
Here they again found a table covered from top to 
bottom with eatables and liquors, where, as it seemed, 
the whole previous festivity was to be renewed. The 
young man, however, found this beyond a joke, and 
he declared laughingly, that ho was not able to swal¬ 
low a single mouthful, and the natives were compelled 
to devour the dainties alone, in spite of all their en¬ 
treaties. His host'at the former feed, however, seated 
himself at work again, and did not allow it' to be 
perceived that he had had anything to eat before 
during the day. 

The meal was more speedily completed than might 
at starting have been anticipated from the number of 
small dishes; the majority of the natives had already 
gone down to the sea-shore; and Frank now stole 
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gently out of the hut with the Malay, in order not to 
miss the ceremony of the alligator enchanting through 
the eternal eating and drinking. The fellow’s name 
was Tji-kandi, from that of the village which he was 
born in. 

Tji-kandi on the road explained to him the real sig¬ 
nificance of the ceremony, which had its origin in the 
superstition, or, more correctly speaking, the religious 
lud good-tempered feeling of the natives: for the 
latter consider the alligator sacred. Allah, — for 
nearly all the Javanese are Mahommedans,—holds it 
under his especial protection; and no Javanese would 
venture to kill an aUigator, except under the present 
exceptional circumstances. 

Allah, namely, has severely intcWlicted the alliga¬ 
tors, who are his children, from devouring, or even 
killing his other children—men, and the alligators are 
much too reasonable beings to overstep such a com¬ 
mand ; they even keep order among themselves, and 
many persons gravely assert that swimmers have been 
defended by alligators against any individual of their 
band who tried to infringe their law. But there arc 
wicked, worthless beings in every sect, among all 
beings; then why not among the alligators as well ? 
and there are even instances, though certainly rare 
ones, where such a villanous and godless brute, for¬ 
getting Allah’s ordinances, attacks, kills, and devours 
a human being. Allah, however, is magnanimous; 
the punishment does not follow immediately; the 
sinner is warned and allowed time to repent. For¬ 
bidden fruits, however, are the sweetest, and human 
flesh is very nice to certain tastes: when lin alligator 
has once committed such a fault, there is generally 
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but a poor prospect of its amendment; it is ten to 
one that it seizes the next man that comes across its 
path, either by the arm or leg, or devours him at a 
meal; and Allah, now seriously displeased with such 
an impenitent sinner, orders man to infli ct con dign 
^nishment upon it: these commands men then obey, 
anSTTnil Ihe wicked alligator. 

Tji-kandi had hardly finished his little story, when 
they heard horses galloping behind them, and the 
mandoor with his whole suite came up to them. 
They had missed the white man entrusted to their 
charge, and in great terror mounted their horses to 
catch him, beforo any accident could happen to him. 
They certainly made him gentle reproaches for caus¬ 
ing them such aa alarm, but Prank galloped laugh¬ 
ingly towards the beach, where the Malays were 
standing at a reverend distance from the water, and 
apparently listening to the words of an old native, who 
was narrating something to them with marvellous 
gesticulations and in a loud voice. 

It was the enchanter ; the young white man was 
introduced to him, and he then turned towards the 
sea, whither all the others followed him, evidently in a 
state of nervous excitement. 

The spot they were bound for lay on the verge of a 
small swamp, oversown with ozier-like bushes, and 
intersected by numerous lagunes. This was the 
favourite abiding-place of the alligators, for they could 
reach the shore comfortably under the shelter of the 
ozier bushes when they wish to travel incognito, and 
roast themselves on the adjoining slip of sand to any 
degree of hkrdness they pleased in the burning sun. 
Here the alligator had treacherously seized the man 
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■vrlio kept his canoe on the edge of the swamp, and 
here, too, it was to suffer its punishment. 

Frank, however, was not a little astonished at not 
seeing a single trace of any such animal—he bad 
fancied tlie man-eater had been captured Mid would 
be kept in confinement, till the hour for its execution 
arrived; but now Tji-kandi told him that the intended 
victim was still somewhere in the sea, for in that the 
■ charm consisted—killing an alligator, which was con¬ 
fined in a cage, was no such difficult task, he could do 
that himself. 

Tlie magician lost no time in long preparations, for, 
advancing along the sand bank, in auch wise that he 
always kept ten or twelve paces of dry ground between 
himself and the water (and he had chosen ebb tide 
for this ceremony) ; he uttered a long-drawn pecu¬ 
liarly yelling or shrill cry, and then began singing a 
low monotonous song, to which he beat the time with 
his hands. From time to time he repeated the cry, 
which quivered with a most peculiar effect across the 
water, and then he bowed his head to east and west 
and commenced his incantation anew. 

There was a movement in the water—a couple of 
dusky bodies emerged; they lay like pieces of charred 
wood on the surface, and drifted slowly up without 
any visible movement. Others came up from the 
other side, opposite the willow swamp; four or five 
raised themselves slowly from the depths, and every 
time that the peculiar cry was heard, it almost seemed 
as if these dark bodies were held by wires, for they 
moved forwards simultaneously as long as the ciy 
lasted, and when it ceased they fell back more and 
more into their old position. It was evident that the 
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man exercised an extraordinary, and at the first blush 
inexplicable, influence over the animals, for they un- 
-mistakeahly obeyed his call, then gradually approached 
the beach, and lay there drawn up in rank and file, 
and as if waiting further orders, with their heads pro¬ 
jecting above the water, while here and there some 
very large brute raised half its harnessed back above 
the surface of the water. 

But the old enchanter was not disposed to initiate- 
his audience immediately into the arcana of his pro¬ 
ceedings, for he now began a slow and solemn dance 
before the brutes, commencing with the last in sight, 
and while the spectators drew nearer slowly and 
timidly, to understand the words which the enchanter 
muttered rather .than sang, he appeared to pay no 
further attention to them, but devoted himself exclu¬ 
sively to the alligators. 

Frank did not understand a syllable of the whole 
incantation; Tji-kandi, however, who drew as near 
the magician as he could, which infringement of re¬ 
gulations was conceded as the European was standing 
by his side, explained to him that the old man was 
praising all the virtues and qualities of each individual 
animal, and telling them that Allah was satisfied with 
them, and would allow his sim to shine upon their backs, 
and that they should remain such respectable, tem¬ 
perate alligators, and not let themselves be seduced by 
evil examples, though he would not mention any name. 

“ You are the best!” he sang as he walked up to a 
tremendously large fellow, who lay there with half- 
closed eyes, and looked up sleepily at him, “. you are 
the best of all, you keep them in order, and I know 
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that you assisted my son against the vagabond, whom 
we killed last year.” 

“ You are still young!” he then continued, address¬ 
ing another, “ but I fear no good will come of you; I 
hare heard bad things about you—very bad. Eepent, 
repent.” 

“ And you are good too,” he sang to the others, 
“ and shall have presents, which your father will bring 
you—huh, eh, hu! ” And the lengthened yell again 
sounded over the waters, so that the beasts held up 
their heads and looked around; it seemed as if it came 
from every quarter at once. 

But now the dance assumed a different character— 
it became more animated and expressive, and was 
executed almost exclusively round a rather large alli¬ 
gator with a remarkably broad head, which lay with 
nearly half its body projecting from the water, and 
regarding tlie old man with its glistening, cunning 
little eyes: this was the criminal, and the magician 
now expressed his opinion about the brute’s conduct 
in unsparing terms. 

Good Allah! how he assailed the alligator—for this 
was not the first lapse from virtue: twice already, once 
for a well-founded suspicion, the second time caught in 
the very act, the animal had been reprqved, and warned 
of the inevitable consequences of Such conduct; but 
now the measure of its iniquities was full, and punish¬ 
ment must ensue. 

The alligator, as if it understood the conversation, 
and was certainly tortured by an evil conscience, 
first raised its gigantic upper mandible, and shut it 
again, as if it was troubled by emui; but gradually it 
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commenced to retire slowly into the water—^it did not 
feel quite comfortable at this summing up. The old 
man scarcely perceived the movement, for he had 
not taken his eye off the animal, ere he again uttered 
his hub-i-uh, far more piercingly than oh any previous - 
occasion, and the crocodile lay quiet and immovable. 

The old man now made a sign, and several Malays 
with baskets came up, and brought food for the croco¬ 
diles—for one a piece of meat, for another a fish, for, 
a third a lump of rice, and it was, in fact, a regular 
feast. Por the criminal, however, a special dainty 
had been prepared, which consisted of a large piece of 
meat, with a powerful shark-hook concealed in it. 
This the old magician himself took—and this portion 
of the incantatioi) was natural enough—to the broad¬ 
headed crocodile, and first casting a large lump to his 
neighbour, to excite the animal’s appetite, he then 
offered him the hook. Meat and hook disappeared 
together, and the up-raised arm of the enchanter was 
the signal for the Malays to give a sh’ght pull at the 
rope to which the hook was attached. The old man 
stood by the beast’s side, and when the captured 
brute began to perceive that it had swallowed some¬ 
thing out .of the common, and grew restless, he 
recommenced hjp lecture, told the other crocodiles to 
notice how they could witness with their ow'n eyes 
the consequences of disobeying Allah’s commands, 
and then let go of the rope with a peculiar cry, very 
different, however, from the preceding. 

In a second, some twenty Malays were hanging on 
the rope, and the immense captured brute, so suddenly 
torn from its native element, lashed the water with its 
tail, and made a furious noise. But it was of no avaU, the 
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liuok was secure; and the old man, quite f()r;;ott.in!< 
liis loriner solemn movements, jumped to the head oi' 
the alligator, and drove hisJchris into its throat; liiou 
retiring, he left the animal to be despatched by tlio 
others, w ho soon with their daggers separated the head 
from the body, which quivered for a while on the 
sand. 

- The other alligators, on seeing the turn matters 
had taken, here retired slowly into the water, without 
anybody molesting them in the slightest degree. 

Tji-kandi eeriaiuly believed in the supernatural 
power of the enchanter—he had been brought up in 
the belief, and that is an excuse for much; but l''rank 
had every reason for conjecturing that the old fellow, 
who had been chosen priest and. protector of the 
alligators, watched them daily from his cabin, and ha<l 
rendered them half-tame by continually feeding them 
with his own hand. The approach of the animals is 
easily explicable, therefore, in this way; but still the 
intimate relations subsisting between the man and the 
animals, were extraordinary, and must originate from a 
careful knowledge and study of their several charactcsrs, 
which could naturally only be obtained by patience 
and perseverance. 

The mandoor, who now’ came up, was evidently 
delighted that the execution had gSne off so satisfac¬ 
torily—the white man would thus feel a certain 
respect for his countrymen, dud he t<jld Frank a 
quantity of anecdoU^s about other “ wicked *’ alliga¬ 
tors, all of whom Allah had delivered into their hand, 
and what a remarkably talented man their magician 
was; and that, in addition, he was skilled in breeding 
storms, and other trifles of the same nature. 

K 
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The evening had, in the meanwhile, advanced con¬ 
siderably, and on walking up the beach they approached 
a little thicket of mango and ramputan-trces, above 
which a few cocoa and aren-palms raised their heads. 
It was an old deserted campong, and immediately in 
its rear the wildly overgrown jungle began again. 

After walking close up to the old campong, they 
were on the point of turning back—for the mandoov- 
assured them supper would be ready, and the meats 
and coffee, and other delicacies grow cold—when a 
young fellow emerged from the thicket, and said a few 
words to the mandoor. The latter turned, with a 
laugh, to Frankj and asked him if he had ever seen 
the apes eatch crabs. Frank replied in the negative, 
and the mandoor» taking his hand, led him gently and 
cautiously through the deserted village, to a spot 
which the young fellow had pointed out, and where 
the old, formerly planted hedges of the rom sinenvis 
(or rambang sapatoe, shoe-flower, as the natives term 
it, in consequence of their using it to make the boots 
of the Europeans black and varnished) rendered it an 
easy task for them to approach unobserved. 

At length they reached the boundary of the former 
settlement—a dry sandy soil and strip of beach, where 
all vegetation ceased, and only a single tall pandauus- 
tree, whose roots’were thickly interlaced with creep¬ 
ing plants formed, as it were, the advanced post 
of the vegetable kingdom. Behind this they crawled 
along, and, cautiously raising their heads, they saw 
several apes, at a distance of two or three hundred 
paces, who were partly looking for something as they 
walked up and down the beach, while others stood 
motionless. It was the long-tailed brown variety, and 
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Frank was beginning to regret that he had not his 
telescope with him, to watch the movements of these 
strange beings more closely, when one of them, a tre¬ 
mendously large fellow, began to draw nearer to them. 
Carefully examining the ground, over which he went 
on all fours, he stood at intervals to scratch himself, 
or to snap at some insect that buzzed round him. lie 
•~«ame up so close that Frank fancied that he must 
scent them and give the alarm to the other monkeys, 
when, suddenly passing over a little elevation covered 
with withered reedy grass, he discovered a party of 
crabs, parading up and down on the hot sand. With 
a bound he was amongst them, but nojt quickly enough 
to catch a single one; for the crabs, though apparently 
so clumsy, darted like lightning into a quantity of 
small holes or cavities, which made the ground here 
re.semblo a sieve, and the ape could not thrust in his 
paw after them, for the orifices were too narrow. 

The mandoor nudged Frank gently, to draw his 
attention, and they saw the ape, after crawling once 
or twice up and down the small strip of land, and 
peering into the various holes, with his nose close to 
the ground, suddenly seat himself very gravely by 
one of them, which he fancied most suitable. Ko 
then brought round his long tail to the front, thrust 
the end of it into the cavity, until hft met with an 
obstacle, and suddenly made a face, which so amused 
Frank that he would have laughed loudly, bad not 
the mandoor raised his finger wamingly—and directly 
after the ape drew out his extraordinary line with a 
jerk. At the end of it, however,^hung the desired 
booty, a fat crab, by one of its claws, and swinging it 
round on the ground with such violence as to make 
x2 
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it lose its hold, he took it in his left paw, picked up 
a stone in the other, and after cracking the shell, 
devoured the savoury contents with evident signs 
of satisfaction. 

Four or five he thus caught in succession, on eacli 
occasion when the crab nipped him making a face of 
heroic resignation and pain; but each time he was 
successful, and he must have found in the dainty dish 
and the revenge for the nip, abundant satisfaction for 
the pain he endured—or else he would not have set 
to work again so soon. 

Tlius tlien the ape, quite engaged with the sport, 
and without taking his eye off the ground, had ap¬ 
proached to within about twenty paces of the party 
concealed behind.the pandanus tree. Here again the 
ground was full of holes, and looking out the one he 
conjectured to be the best, he threw in his line once 
more, and probably felt that there was something 
alive within, for he awaited the result with signs 
of most eager attention. The aft'air, however, lasted 
longer than he had anticipated, but beuig already 
tolerably filled by his past successful hauls, he pidled 
up his kuees, laid liis long arms upon them, bowed bis 
head, and half closing his eyes, be assumed such 
a resigned and yet exquisitely comical face, as only 
an ape is eapaUle of putting on under these circuiu- 
stauccs. But his quiet was destined to 1?^ disturbed 
in a manner as unexpected as it was cruel: he must 
have discovered some very interesting object in the 
clouds, for he was staring up there fixedly, when he 
suddenly uttered f loud yell, left hold of his knees, felt 
with both hands for his tail, and made a bound in the 
air, as if the ground under him was beginning to grow 
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red hot. At the end of his tail, however, hung a 
gigantic crab, tom with such desperate energy from 
its hiding-place, and Frank could not restrain himself 
any longer, but burst into a loud laugh. The mandoor 
at first retained his gravity; but when the ape, alarmed 
by the strange sound, looked up in spite of his pain 
and saw men, and then bounded off at full speed, 
with his tornmntor still dangling at the end of his 
t;(il, the old man could no longer refrain either, and 
they both laughed till the tears ran down their 
cheek.s. 

The ape, in the meanwhile, flew across the narrow 
strip of sand, followed by all the, others, towards 
tlie jungle, and in a moment after, not a single one 
was visible. ■ 


CHAPTER XVIII. 

THE SHIPWRECK. 

Frank prepares to depart. The crew of the praho. The hur¬ 
ricane. Magnificent appearance of the ocean. (Viwardice 
of the captain. The prahu sinks. Frank iiattliiig with the 
waves. The impromptu raft. A sail. Out of the frying- 
]ian into the fire. 

The time approached when Frank was to commence 
his new duties, and they had only to await the setting 
in of the south-east monsoon, when the prahu would 
be sent, across to Bangka, with a qimntity of articles 
intended for the plantation. Frank was to accompany 
them ; and full of hopes at his new prospects, which 
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even tTie description of the unhealthy climate prevail¬ 
ing there, given him by Tji-kandi, did not dissipate, he 
made his slight preparations, and was all in readiness 
to start, when the monsoon sent its harbinger over the 
sea in the shape of a stiff south-easter. 

They were compelled, however, to await the passing 
of this storm—at such a season a large vessel has great 
difficulty in keeping afloat, much less one of theser 
coasting vessels. But when the weather cleared again, 
and the fresh, sharp breeze promised a quick and suc¬ 
cessful voyage, the last provisions, with water and 
other necessaries, were taken on board—not omitting 
a kantaka, or sv^ivel; for piratical prahus frequently 
made these seas, though repeatedly crossed by vessels 
of war, the scene of their savage aiid murd('rous 
attacks ; and after a cordial leave-taking from W’dson 
and Mr. Evans, whom he visited in Samarang, but 
found still seriously ill, they weighed anchor and put 
out to sea in excellent spirits. 

The crew of the prahu consisted of the master, who 
was an Arab ; seven Malays, as sailors; a Chinese, a.s 
cook; and Frank and Tji-kandi, who could not be 
induced to quit him, as passengers. Tji-kandi, how¬ 
ever, was taken on board, with the understanding that 
he would lend a hand when required. 

The distance from Samarang to Bangka is not great, 
in fact it is only a few degrees, so that any good 
vessel could perform the voyage, with the favouring 
monsoon, in a very short time. The first day gave 
them the best hopes; the sky was clear, and the wind 
blew so stiffly from the south-east, that they could 
scarcely carry all their matting sails; and the little 
vessel bounded merrily over the waves. The next day. 
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Iwivever, brought many changes: as the horizon cleared 
in the east, the breeze grew stiffer—the clouds flew 
athwart the sky, as if afraid of arriving too late to 
witness the uprising of dawn, and the sea roared with 
a hollow and gloomy sound. Their sails were reduced 
—for they cannot reef them on board such vessels— 
aud they ran before the wind at a speed of ten knots 
an hour. 

But the monsoon is a dangerous guest, when he 
pufts out his cheeks just at the change—the old north¬ 
west monsoon lia.s not quite forgotten his former tricks, 
aud frequently howls his parting salutation across the 
sea, when the new lord, the south-east monsoon, is 
busily engaged in sweeping the sea clear of foam and 
waves: aud if the two come in cqllision, ships gene¬ 
rally bear the brunt of it. 

Hah! how it howled over the waves, aud roared and 
whistled through the rigging of the prahu: the sails 
had been reduced as much as possible, and still it 
threatened to tear the mast from its wedges, through 
the violent gusts it assailed it with. The bfalaYS are 
excellent seamen in quiet weather, but when they are 
compelled to peril their life against the elements, they 
soon lose their heads, or do not set to work with any¬ 
thing like the requisite energy. 

The sea gradually rose, and tho’waves grew so high 
and pursued them with such fair, that they were 
compelled to set more sail to escape them, unless they 
would run the risk of having their deck washed by a 
tremendous sea, and losing eveiything upon it. 

In spite of the storm, they therefore put on more 
sail; but the wind blew with such violence, that they 
seemed ready to burst, and the masts groaned and 
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creaked, and the vessel laboured as if she were going 
to pieces. 

With sunset the storm appeared to increase instead 
of abating; the hurricane howled along its path, and 
one of those terrible typhoons, the terror of the sailor, 
was rattling at the gates of the ocean, as if wishing 
to force its way into its nethermost depths. The sea, 
at the same time, glowed with a peculiar phospho¬ 
rescent light, though with a degree of splendour which 
the sailor rarely witnesses, even in these latitudes; the 
agitated sea not only emitted a bright light, through 
which the vessel cleft its fiery, glistening, and spark¬ 
ling way, and left a bright strip of silver behind it in 
the darkness, but the entire ocean appeared a liquid- 
fire down to its lo^-est depths, and the waxes, as they 
rose and roared behind them, cast a brilliant light into 
the remotest corner of the prahu. 

But though the effulgimce of the sea is magnificent 
in calm wesvther, and the flashing and sparkling of the 
waves, which appeared to be traversed by thousands of 
firt'-balls, is a very exquisite sight; still, in a storm, it 
is terrible to behold, and if it appears with such extra¬ 
ordinary effeet as it did in this instance, it is well 
adapted to fill the hearts of the generally timid natives 
with horror and alann. 

Tji-kandi, though' generally one of the most sen¬ 
sible, was sitting on the deck near the rudder, in 
silent despair; and when Frank, who was not yet 
fully eognixant of all the dangers to which they were 
exposed, and was never weary of regarding the wild, 
terrifie splendour that surrounded them, tried to cheer 
him up, he shook his head, and said that it was all 
over with them: the vessel would never reach port. 
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for the gates of the lower world were open, and 
it. was possible to see into the fiery abyss through the 
clear water. 

A s long as the sail was, not carried away, there was 
a hope of escaping the storm, for^the prahu was an 
excellent sailer; the crests of the pursuing waves alone 
usually reached the deck, and seemed to cover them 
with a fiery shower. Their situation, however, grew 
each moment more dangerous; the wind at the same 
time began to shift; and the Arab captain lay in the 
cabin with his forehead on the ground, and prayed to 
Allah; Tji-kandi was past praying. Tlio only calm 
person of the crew was the Chinese, the png.an : the 
latter, when he saw that all had lost their heads, and 
the man at the tiller looked mora behind him at the 
thundering waves than before him at his vessel, went 
n[) and took the rudder, which was gladly given to 
him; he then steered the prahu with a steady, sum 
hand. The man of China turned his pigtail towards 
the waves, and suft’ered them to howl behind him as 
much as they liked : as long as mast and sail held, and 
the storm did not grow' worse, they had a chance of 
escaping. 

Hut the wind was gradually shifting to the east, 
and they did not dare to run awav from thtur present 
course; for in doing so, they would have the sea on 
their weather-side, and this would be a dangerous 
experiment. Still, the yards must be swung round, 
and yet the captain, to whom the charge of the vessel 
was intrusted, was not for a moment visible on deck. 

Tchuning, the Chinese, would not longer take the 
responsibility on himself, and begged Frank, who was 
standing by his side, to go below and fetch the Arab. 
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Frank, who was not at all satisfied with his behaviour, 
quickly left the deck, but had scarce disappeared in 
the hatchway, when there was a fearful crash on deck, 
and at the next moment, a tremendous sea broke over 
them and actually washed him down the steps. He 
had scarce time to regain bis legs, when a second sea 
broke with almost greater force against the side of the 
poor vessel; and while Frank, more through an instinct 
of the danger in which he now was, rather than perfectly 
conscious of it, rushed back again to the open air, he 
felt himself suddenly seized from behind, and the Arab 
sprang over him, kicking him down the steps in order 
to save his own cpwardly carcass. 

But the very thing which appeared at first to be the 
destruction of the young man—the cabin was already 
quite filled, and the vessel rapidly sinking—had been his 
salvation; for the Arab had scarcely reached the deck, 
when another wave broke over him, hurled him against 
the still standing mast, where he lay senseless, and then 
washed him overboard, while Frank, who now followed 
him, grasped at the light bamboo railing which had been 
loosened by the waves, and found himself, a second 
afterwards, drifting on the open sea; the prahu had 
disappeared, but ton men struggling with the waves, 
were floating on planks and bamboos, at the mercy of 
the elements. 

It is a remarkable fact, but not the less a fact, that 
it really oftentimes appears as if the storm had chosen 
a special object, as if it desired to seize upon and anni¬ 
hilate some victim, and then, satisfied with its day’s 
work, forgets its fury and turbulence. The heaviest 
storm is frequently succeeded by a bright and quiet 
aky; when the lightning has struck some peaceful roof, 
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and wliile the building is blazing and smoking, and 
men stand confounded and trembling at the fearful 
blow, the clouds part, the sun breaks through, and 
shines down from a calm azure sky upon the scene of 
desolation beneath. 

Thus it was in this instance: as if the sea bad only 
demanded one small victim, the quivering prahu of 
the islanders, ere it returned quiet and contented 
Vithin its ancient bounds, or that the storm was ter¬ 
rified at the misfortune it had brought on the merrily 
bounding vessel; at any rate, it forgot its fury with 
equal rapidity. The waves, it is true, rose for awhile 
as high as they had previously dope, for their fury, 
when once aroused, could not be so easily appeased ; 
but gradually they became smallec and weaker, their 
surface was smoothed, and the crew of the poor vessel 
drifted on the bamboo bulwarks, which a compas¬ 
sionate wave had carried within their reach to save 
them from utter destruction. 

But was this any salvation ? Would it not have 
been a thousandfold better for the wave which sub¬ 
merged their vessel to have carried them down at the 
same time, instead of suffering them to perish here 
slowly and miserably from thirst, hunger, and exhaus¬ 
tion ? Was not this dying a thousand deaths, when 
one sudden stroke would have ’severed the thread 
which they would now be compelled to watch as 
each fibre parted ? No; the jmor human heart hangs 
to existence, and greets that as safety and a blessing 
which may perhapt bring a rescue, while a sudden 
death hurries it certainly to that gloomy world, 
whence no information has ever been brought back to 
us. So long as one nerve retains its strength and 
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toughness, Belong we clutch at the poaaibility of exist¬ 
ence, and it is consequently a fearful rooment when 
the last hope disappears, and the unhappy man com¬ 
mits himself to fate and death with a gently muttered 
“ It is past!” 

It was a fearful night; the clouds parted, when the 
hurricane ceased to impel them, into dense masses; 
the moon east her peaceful rays onvthe heaving sea of 
fire beneath hem, increasing rather than diminishing th^ 
desolation of the surrounding scene, and the unhappy 
men clung to the s|)ara, almost as much fearing as 
hoping for the approaching day. How long would 
they be able to lieep afloat in the heaving sea with 
their weakened arms, and what must their fate be 
unless some vessel.came to their assistance ? 

No one knew how far they might be from land; and 
in what a dangerous neighbourhood they were, even 
Jinder the most favourable circumstances, be^een the 
piratical pr-ahus of the entire archipelago, and tl^^ 
savage, merciless tribes of Sumatra, who, besides being 
furiously enraged by the constant attacks and oppres¬ 
sion of the white men, were also accused of being 
cannibals! It is a sorrowful moment when one is 
swimming on a piece of fragile wood upon the water, 
and only has the prospect of being swallowed by the 
waves, or the almost equally insatiable shark, or being 
dragged from the water and sold as a slave—perchance 
to be devoured. 

“ There is land! ” Frank suddenly shouted, who, 
after the first struggle with the waves was over, gained 
time and strength to look around, and now, clearly 
recognised, even in the flickering uncertain moonlight, 
the high and gloomy mountain range, which rose on 
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the western Lorizou : Lis cry attracted the attention of 
Tji-kandi, who was floating close by him, and it could 
not longer be doubted that that was the coast, and at 
the same time that the storm had driven them very far 
westward and close to land, which they would bo 
enabled to reacli on the next day. 

Tchuning and two Malays were driven on another, 
little raft at no great distance from them ; they could 
liear their answering signal, that they liad also dis¬ 
covered laud, and they came up close to them by 
swimming and ]>uahing. Nothing could be heard or 
seen of the remainder, and their shouts remained un¬ 
answered; but the Chinese stated, that he hud seen 
several persons swimming just after the prahu sank, 
and the approaching daylight might bring them in 
sight. 

The sea was still, as may be imagined, very dis¬ 
turbed, but ran hollow, as the sailors say ; and the 
breaking or overpouring of the waves, the most dan¬ 
gerous for poor shipwrecked men, had gradually 
ceased, and they drifted straight towards the coast 
with the western current, which always accompanies 
the south-eastern monsoon. 

When day broke in the east, they could clearly trace 
not only the high and jagged mountain peaks, but 
also the flat belt of palms which V'girt the high land, 
and a few hours would sufiice to carry them on shore, 
unless some traitorous shark scented the poor fellows 
and selected a meal from among them. 

Naturally enough their entire attention was devoted 
to the. land, and with truly painful excitement they 
observed the features of the mountains that run don a 
close to the sea, as well as the palm-trees, in order to 
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be able to calculate their approach to the shore, by 
the objects rising higher before them. No dwellings 
could anywhere be seen ; but they would not have been 
visible from the sea, even if the coast were really inha¬ 
bited, for the huts of the natives are always hidden. 
But not even rising smoke was to be seen, which 
on almost every coast delights the eye of the stranger 
by the certainty of the existence of human beings 
there. In its dark-green gloomy majesty the desert 
lay outstretched before them, and covered with a green 
impenetrable veil the mysteries which it concealed. 

“ A sail! a sail!” Tchuning shouted at this moment, 
who had accidentally cast a glance seawards, and they 
could plainly distinguish, at no great distance from 
them, the bright, yellow, glistening, matting sail of 
an inland prahu, probably a fishing-boat, which seemed 
to bo running along the coast with a ball' wind. It 
was a rather large boat, with two masts and grace¬ 
fully carved bows, and it sailed like an arrow through 
the still restless sea. 

Frank hardly perceived the sail, ere he hastened to 
climb up on the bamboo spars on whicli they had 
been lying, in order to give those on board her a 
signal, lest they might sail past without perceiving 
them. Tji-kandi, however, was just in time to pull 
him back, and then shaking his head, he said the 
vessel did not please him at all, and thgy would 
perhaps do better by remaining a couple of hours 
in the water, and then landing, than by letting the 
fellows in the prahu know more about them than they 
did at present. At the same moment, too, Tebuning 
gave them a signal from the other raft to keep quiet, 
and Frank, on attentively examining the strange boat, 
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S!i<t 7 with his naked eye, that it was adapted for oars, 
and armed with two swivels in the bow and stem. 
There was not the slightest doubt but that they had 
to do here with one of the common Malay pirate 
boats, which cmise about through the whole archi¬ 
pelago, and not only plunder everything that falls 
itito their clutches by sea, but also land on small, 
badly-guarded islands, and after robbing and burning, 
carry off men and women into slavery. 

Till now the shipwrecked men had the advantage 
on their side: if they remained quiet, there was a 
jKi.Hsibility, even a probability, that they would not be 
noticed, for the low raft drifting on the water, with 
the dark forms projecting only a few inches above 
the surface, could hardly be discovered from the deck 
without a good glass. In addition, the prahu was at 
least a mile away from them, and as it had pa.ssed 
them, the distance that separated them would be 
every moment increased. 

‘•Allah be praised!” Tji-kandi whispered, looking 
after the vessel, as it rose and fell on the waves.” 1 
should not have liked to go on board as passenger ; 
but stop, what is that ? they cannot see us from that 
distance ? 

“ They’re tacking! ” Frank cried at the same mo¬ 
ment, and, in fact, the vessel fell" off from the wind, 
luffed, and the sails were backed. As she flew round, 
the little party at first fancied that she w-os going to 
steer her old course. 

“ They must have had a man overboard, to judge 
from their movements,” said Frank. 

Tji-kandi, however, shook his head, and said it 
could not have been any one from their own vessel, 



192 


rEANK wileman’s abtentueks. 


for the prahu in tacking had run out of lier coufse; 
“ and I expect we Mhall have them here,” he added, 
in a by no means joyful tone. 

“ They’re running their old course again,” one of 
the Malays on Tchuning’s raft shouted. 

“ Kaya,” said the Chinese, in his broad, singing 
tone, “ it’s not true ; they’re tacking again, and the 
next will bring them io pay us a visit.” 

“ Jlut they cannot have seen us!” cried Frank. • 

“ It’s not necessary,” growled the Chinese; 
“they’ve picked up one of the others, and learmal 
that jH'obably some more of us are floating about; so, 
out of pure humanity, they are coming to pick us up.” 

“ IVrhaps they’ll miss us though, if we keep very 
i(uiet.” said Frank ; but Tji-kaiidi shook his head dis¬ 
trustfully, and it was sooji seen that he was in the 
right. After a couple more tacks, in which the strange 
vessel had come mthcr close to them, her deck was 
crowded with men, and she was steered directly 
toward thimi. A few moments later, the prahu stoppi-d 
close by them, and there was a confused medley of 
shouts and oaths, rojtes thrown out, and dragging on 
bogrd the poor shijtwri'cked men, who felt their weak¬ 
ness only too perceptibly, when they' attempted to 
give their bodies a dilfereut movement. 

But the prahu had drawn so near land with the 
raft, in the meanwhile, that they were forced to make 
every possible exertion to get otV again; and it was 
only when the strangers had placed a safe distance 
between themselves and the threatening reefs—for 
the oars could not be used in such a rough sea—that 
they paid any attention to the persons they had 
aaved. 
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CHAPTER XIX. 

WHAT THE CEEW OF THE PEAHU DID WITH OUE 
FRIENDS. — TUB PIRATICAL VESSELS OF TUB 
EASTERN AECHIPELA&O. 

Treatment on board the pirate. A canoe alongeide. Tlie 
prisonerx are brought on deck. Magnificent aceiiery. Tlie 
pirate fleet. The Dyak chieftains. Their war prahue. 
Klegantly carved guns. Our friends are bought and sold. 
Removal to another vessel. Pros(>ecte df escafie. 

OuB friends, however, very speedily discovered what 
they had to expect from their now companions. Half 
perished from hunger and thirst, they naturally gave 
them in the first instance some rice to eat and a 
draught of fresh water. The hurried manoeuvres on 
board the prahu allowed none of the strangers time 
to trouble themselves about their guests; but they 
had scarcely got off land, so that they could bo 
enabled to steer their old course, before the prisoners— 
for such they soon learned to regard themselves— 
were bound and carried down into the hold, or rather 
“ between decks,” where they were laid between the 
rowing seats, in such a manner that only two could 
converse together. At first sentries were placed over 
them, but these appeared not to be very attentive, for 
flight or resistance could not be anticipated from 
unarmed men—they might just as well have let them 
go about at liberty. 

The only thing they could observe below, was the 
o 
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course the vessel held, namely, northwards up‘the 
coast; but whither they were being taken was a 
riddle which was difficult to solve, and roused anxious 
fears, for the inhabitants of the coast of Sumatra stood 
in evil report, perhaps worse than they really deserved. 
Tji-kandi, who was lying close behind Frank, said in 
in a whisper he hoped at least that they would be sold 
as slaves, for they would scarcely produce the same 
amount if sold by butcher’s weight, at per stone. 

Holding a northerly course, they must pass their 
former place of destination, the island of Bangka, and, 
in fact, they ran through Bangka straits, being tolerably 
secure of meeting no ship of war cruising against the 
wind in this monsoon. The prisoners, however, saw 
i\othing of the land close by which they sailed, and the 
pirates kept all day under the coast of Sumatra, 
passed Palembang during the night, and were well 
out to sea on the following morning. 

In vain Frank now desired to speak with the master 
of the ship, whom he possibly hoped to be able to 
terrify by menaces ; the Dyak—for the prahu in reality 
belonged to Borneo, and was only on a cruise, ere it 
returned with the north-west mousoon, heavily laden, 
to its native shores—would not enter into auy discus¬ 
sion, and for four long days they saw no one but the 
sentry placed over them, who, however, did not 
exchange a word with them, and the few’Malays, who 
were ordered to bring them their provisions. 

On the fifth day they heard another vessel hailed 
from the deck, and soon after a canoe came alongside. 
In an hour several Dyaks came dowm to them, and for 
the first time, they were unbound and led on deck. 
Frank now had an opportunity of counting them, and 
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found only two were missing, the captain and one of 
the Malays. 

Mournfully the poor fellows wont on deck, for they 
justly apprehended that now a decisive change in 
their destiny would probably entail something worse 
for them than captivity, in which they still enter¬ 
tained a hope of being found and released by some 
Eurnp<;an ship. But, when once landed, .and probably 
dragged by their new masters into the interior, what 
prospect would they have of escaping, or rc'turuing to 
their home ? Might they not, beside.s, be destined to 
send up a sweet savour into the nostrils of some |)agan 
-horrible image !—or worse still, of being erit icised 
liy their masters after death, as to whether their flesh 
was tender or t ough ? 

All thesi! thoughts, however interesting they must 
be for the acting personages of this little dr.araa, were 
dispersed, at least as far as Frank was concerned, 
directly he reached the deck, and found himself close 
under the palm-clad, finely-wooded, magnificent coast 
of the immense island of Sumatra. 

The prahu was riding at anchor, and scarce five 
hundred paces from them rose a tremendous acclivity, 
surmounted by a tall, jagged, irregular crater, from 
whose yawning cavity the thick, .dense smoke rose 
toward the sky. 

But though his first glance was directed to the 
really magnificent scenery that surrounded him, still 
bis attention was soon drawn to the scii, and the busy 
life going on upon it; for around them tossed and 
swam a multitude of smaller and larger prahus and 
canoes, and light sailing-boats glided in and out 
between them, fruit boats came from the shore, 
o 2 
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heavily laden, probably to get the vessels ready for a 
more lengthened voyage; and as far as his eye could 
see on the horizon, Frank observed several small sails, 
as it seemed, stationed as sentinels, in case a strange 
vessel approached, or the black smoke of a distant 
steamer, their moat dangerous enemy, became visible 
on the horizon. 

It was only too evident that they were at anchor 
here in the centre of one of those numerous piratical 
fleets which, even at the present day, and despite all 
the cruisers and steamers stationed there, traverse the 
island-dotted archipelago, and plunder and devastate 
the coasts with their savage, bloodthirsty hordes. A 
quantity of chieftains from the various coasts, who 
possessed no tert-itory — among them Arab chiefs 
who cjirry war into every country — formed them¬ 
selves into little fleets, to whom the thousand 
secret bays and straits of the archipelago afibrded 
shelter, as soon as they needed it, and whence they 
set out again with renewed strength and new thirst 
for plunder, as soon as any threatening danger was 
past, or the monsoon, which favoured them so much, 
had set in. 

The pirates did not regard their life and behaviour 
as dishonouring; .like the old Vikinger, several great 
piratical princes cruised about, collected tribute where 
it was paid voluntarily, desolated with fire and sword 
all who opposed them, and swept the sea of all the 
peaceable traders who came within their reach. But 
more sanguinary than ever any robbers on land, these 
pirate ships have always demanded, and sdfl demand, 
a far greater expenditure of human life: too easy an 
opiwrtunity is aflbrded them on the water, not only 
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to render their victims innocuous for the moment, but 
also to save themselves any troublesome witnesses at a 
later date, and a cast into the watery depths appears 
to them an easy murder. The sea destroys all traces 
momentarily, while the murderer on land can ever 
see in the blood he has shed, or the corpse he has 
buried, an accuser rise up against him; but the pirate’s 
prahu ge#tly glides with swelling sails over the sj>ot 
which was the witness of the horrors, and swallowed 
up the victims. 

The pirates of Mindanao, one of the Philippines, 
are the most notorious ; their ships are known and 
feared on almost every coast, and their deeds iomi the 
subject of countless ballads and songs through the 
whole of the archipelago. . 

These vessels were by no means built only to harass 
Indian prahus, and wage war with little fishing-boats ; 
they were even dangerous to European merchant ves¬ 
sels, attacked every ship that came in their way, and 
was not known to be » man-of-war; indeed, recently 
they even attacked an American cruiser, and pressed 
it so close, that the captain could scarcely drive off the 
multitude of prahus that beset him, and was very 
glad to escape from such hot quarters with a favour¬ 
able breeze. 

The large war prahus are very sharp, both at the 
bow and stem, and lie flat on the water, but arc of 
such a length, some of them nearly ninety feet, that 
the vessel really appears narrow. In some of these 
prahus there are double rowing-benches, with as many 
as a hundred slaves, who, however, take part in the 
contest only in extreme cases. These boats carry 
special warriors to board vesseb, selected from their 



198 


rUASTK wiudman’s ADVINTCEES. 


bravest tribes, thirty, forty, sometimes sixty or eighty 
in number. 

Many of the prahus are provided with a bulwark 
on the bows, which a common, not too heavy cannon¬ 
ball cannot penetrate; and others have given this a 
peculiar but so appropriate form, that balls cannot 
strike them full, but glance over on either side. This, 
however, only helps the prahu, as long as sSb rows or 
sails stem on towards the hostile vessel, but it is not 
possible to render the sides of the vessel bullet-proof, 
as the long oars must have full play. Besides a few 
carronades, generally six-pounders—but sometimes 
twenty-pounders,, the latter of which are fixed in the 
bows, where there is a narrow port-hole through the 
bulwark,—their principal oifensive arm is the swivel, 
of which they generally carry several, and manosuvre 
excellently. These guns are generally made of brass, 
and are of splendid manufacture ; many ef them with 
the stamps of European foundries, for these vessels 
have been plundering the ships of all sea-going nations 
for centuries, and have obtained tribute from nearly 
every country. 

The regular war prahus have no fixed mast, but 
only a species of easily-raised bamboo post, on which 
a gigantic sail projecting far overboard is hoisted, and 
sends the vessel along at a tremendous speed. Their 
bows are generally adorned with fluttering flags, or 
strips of the bleached leaves of the palmetto palm, 
and they look most ronutntic, with their heavUy-armed 
warriors on deck. 

But we must not forget our friends too loivg; they 
now saw another prahu, considerably smaller than 
their own, steering directly towards them, and evi- 
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denlly coming alongside. Signals were exchanged 
between the two crews; the Malays of Mindanao 
conversed in very lively terms together, and, as it 
seemed, about their prisoners, but the language was 
strange to them; they could not understand a word 
of them, and though they listened attentively to the 
strange soinsds, they sank back, deceived and despond¬ 
ing, into their old position. 

But the Mindanao dialect was not unfamiliar to all 
of them ; Tchuning, as it was soon proved, had un¬ 
derstood more of it than any of their present masters 
could e.xpect, and drawing gently, and as if acci¬ 
dentally, to Frank’s sid)j, be whispered to him that 
th(>y were going to be put on board the approaching 
prahu, carried some distance up tlie coast to a settle¬ 
ment of tlie Sumatrans, and probably be sold there. 

Any resistance was of course impossible: the Malays 
had not, it is true, taken the trouble to bind them again, 
but surrounded as they were by a countless swarm of 
hostile prahus, what could they have effected against 
numbers ? There was nothing left then but to yield, 
and wait for some more favourable moment which 
might perhaps present itself. If anything really 
dangerous to their life was designed, both Frank and 
the Chinese were firmly determined not to let them¬ 
selves be led like lambs to the slaughter. 

The smaller prahu now came alongside, ropes were 
thrown out, to fasten them together bow and stern, 
and a bartering was commenced, as it seemed, to esti¬ 
mate tlie value of the prisoners against a quantity of 
other objects, among which gold-dust could be seen. 
At length, they came to an agreement, and it was 
01 Jy about the Chinese that they could not settle 
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matters. The pirates demanded more than the Suma¬ 
trans would give, for this prahu appeared to be a 
coaster, and a species of meny barter mbs now carried 
on for the poor wretch, during which one of the chief¬ 
tains repeatedly took his pigtail in his hand and drew 
attention to its length, and his people on each occa¬ 
sion broke out into a noisy burst of laughter. 

Tchuning cast a timid glance around; he was not 
at all pleased at one of the Sumatrans taking him by 
the shoulder, and feeling his ribs and arms. Tchuning 
was a fat felloM', and he and Tji-kandi seemed to have 
fetched the best prices. At length, they had agreed 
even about him, the shipwrecked men were compelled 
to go into the other prahu, and all were permitted to 
go about at liberty, with the exception of the Chinese 
and Tji-kandi, who were put into a small railed-off 
place. Tchuning sighed, not without reason, into his 
companion’s ear, “ he entertained very • strong sus¬ 
picions that they were only kept apart to feed them 
up a little, and employ them on some extraordinary 
festivity, as a rare delicacy.” Tji-kandi’s brow was 
bathed with perspiration, and he prayed to Allah fer¬ 
vently to defer this festivity for at least four weeks, 
when he would have grown so thin from terror and 
core, that he would not be fit either for roasting or 
boiling. 

To their astonishment they saw, too, that the prahu 
was not going to land in the neighbourhood of the 
fleet; they were steering straight out to sea, not to be 
impeded by the south-easter, and appeared to be 
keeping a northerly course, when towards evening a 
sail, which certainly belonged to an European ship, 
became visible to windward. The prahu probably did 
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not like to cross her track, for sbe full ofF from the 
w ind im mediate!j and drew nearer to the coast, until 
the sail, which kept its course, probably for Singapore, 
had disappeared a few hours later on the horizon. 

Then evening drew on, and Frank had, in the mean¬ 
while, made himself acquainted with the condition of 
the prahu, and the number of the crow, as far as he 
could. They were tall and powerful fellows, these sons 
of torrid Sumatra, and well armed, each with his khris 
or dagger at his side, even during the most peaceful 
occupations of the day. The chief armoury was in the 
cabin, and Frank was very glad to receive a summons 
from the captain to come down there, and tell him 
where they came from, whither they were bound, and 
the circumstances of the shipwreck, which the Min¬ 
danao pirates had informed him of. Frank, however, 
spoke Malay too imperfectly to be able to explain all 
this to him to his satisfaction, and was again sent up 
on deck with great harshness, while Tji-kandi was 
ordered to take his place, and kept on talking for 
nearly an hour and a half. 

When Tji-kandi returned on deck and was carried 
back to his pen, Frank tried to steal to his side and 
hear his opinion about the possibility of their libera¬ 
tion, but the Malay was much top cautious to expose 
himself heedlessly to the risk of a discoveiy, and only 
whispered to Frank hurriedly and secretly, to get hold 
of a knife, if he possibly could, so that he could work 
his way out of his bamboo pen at evening, and have 
the Malays in readiness for a coup de main. 

This was a ticklish commission; every weapon, 
even the smallest knife, had been taken from them, 
and if he were detected, their whole plan might bo 
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frustrated by the greater vigilance of their foes. 
Besides, the next morning would probably bring them 
into the vicinity of a larger fleet, when every attempt 
to regain their liberty would be utter madness. 

Fortunately, the breeze held on, and they were not 
compelled to take to the oars. The vessel glided 
quickly and lightly over the slightly heaving sea, and 
the prisoners, with the exception of Tchuning and 
Tji-kandi, were generally left to their own devices. 
Thus the young man succeeded at last in taking a 
knife from the cook’s galley, and handing it to the 
prisoner, and one of the Malays to whom he had told 
his design danced- close before the cabin one of their 
Javan national dances, in order to attract the atten¬ 
tion of the idling sailors. 

The approach of twilight collected the whole crew 
on the deck of the little vessel, while a battle-plan was 
drawn up between Tji-kandi and one of the other 
prisoners, which would bring them either liberty or 
death on that very evening; and the fear wliieh the 
Malays especially entertained of being eaten, and the 
preceding preliminaries of roasting or baking, was of 
no little service in exciting their not superabundant 
courage to a desperate determination. 
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CHAPTER XX. 

HOW THE iTALATS EXECUTED A WAn-DAHCE, AND 
HOW THEY ENDED IT.—THE LANDING. 

Tlie wnr-dancc, and its execution. Tlie unex]>ectcd termin.atioii. 
• Frank defends the cahin. A fight with a Malay. .\ fortu¬ 
nate rescue. Destruction of the whole crow. Hie prahu 
runs ashore. Landing pruvisious. A stockade is built. 

Two of till) Javanese Malays were in fact c.vcellent 
(liincers, and enchained tlic attention of their new 
inastcps to such a degree, that they pressed round 
them in it dense circle, and te.stified tlieir approbation 
hy loud c.xclaiuations of pleasure. 

One of the Malays, a young fellow of scarce nioro 
than sixteen years of age, had disguised himself as a 
girl, by the assistance of his sarong and by removing 
his head-cloth ; and the other, a very tall, muscular 
fellow, from the Thousand Islands, who had been mate 
on board the pralm, aud held a certain rank, supported 
him with such savage grace and energy, that the de¬ 
light of the spectators was incessant. His name was 
Pulo Pulo, called so from the word pulo, meaning an 
island, as a reference to the place of his birth. 

The captain of the prahu at last requested to see 
one of their real war-dances, which are being gradu¬ 
ally forgotten in Java, aud the last dancer, gladly 
acquiescing in the wish, selected three others—and 
those the strongest of his comrades—to represent 
their fatherland, as he said, worthily in the eyes of the 
iuhabitants of Sumatra. 
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But, as they wanted a considerable space, they 
formed a circle as large as the deck allowed, and in 
this manner divided their jailors, who had, in fact, 
only eyes for the dance just commenced. 

Two and two, the Malays, now took their places 
opposite each other, and at first to the sound of a 
small, strangely-shaped drum, belonging to the cook, 
they commenced the introduction, that began with a 
friendly dance, in which a quarrel gradually broke out, 
and degenerated into a regular fight. The young 
Malay, dressed as a girl, formed the centre of the 
dancing-band with a species of pantomine, in which 
the four dancers behaved like so many lovers, and 
finally, while the savage fair one escaped from their 
power, they corampneed a fight of two against two in 
wild jealousy. 

The introduction was executed with that bold but 
still natural grace, which characterises all such natural 
dancers, let their movements appear ever so strange, 
and apparently unnatural; the dancing-girl, now 
attired as a Bayadere, with glistening gold pieces in 
her hair (the probable result of some successful foray) 
which the captain had lent her, danced in the centre 
of the four men, first with one, then with the other; 
and whenever she appeared to favour one especially, 
the others gave way to menacing movements, as if 
they were about to engage in deadly conflict. But 
the disguised maid never allowed it to go so far, she 
so rapidly changed her favoured lover; and the spec¬ 
tators shouted with delight at the masterly executed 
transition from jealousy to triumph, and from tri¬ 
umph to the deceived hopes of the dancer. 

The moon rose and cast her mild light upon the 
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motley and picturesquely grouped band. On the top 
of the light bamboo roof of the cabin, with his straw 
cigar in his mouth, reclined the captain of the little 
vessel, looking down at the dance beneath him; and 
close before him, so that he could just see over their 
Ireads, stood six or seven of his people; while the 
others, perhaps fifteen or sixteen in number, enclosed 
the dancers on the other side. 

Frank, with the rest of his companions, was among 
the spectators, and only the steerer was excluded from 
the enjoyment of the spectacle. Their course lay 
agaiu from north to cast, and as near to the laud as 
they could venture, in consequence £>{ the possibility 
of a storm rising. Still they could clearly trace the 
dai-k coast on the lee, in the .moonlight, which 
stretched out to the west of them like a long, dark 
wall. 

The dance had in the meanwhile become more wild 
and animated; and Pulo Pulo called to one of the 
Sumatrans to give them two handspikes and two 
lances, to represent the dififerent parties. A'early 
everybody hurried to meet their wishes; and a few 
minutes later, the four Malays were standing opposite 
to each other in a war-dance, which they eomnieuced 
by bending over first to the right, then totlie left with 
upraised weapons, as if trying to find some uncovered 
place on their opponent’s person. The pretended girl 
was still standing in the middle, and seemed to be 
timidly escaping the threatening weapons of both par¬ 
ties. The couples menaced one another still more 
furiously; their movements grew more and more vio¬ 
lent ; until Pulo Pulo went close past the disguised 
lad and whispered a few words in his ear. 
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The pretended girl glided away, and among the s'pec- 
tators, who laughingly made room for her; but at the 
same moment the young fellow rose to his full height, 
tore the khris from the belt of one of the bystanders, 
and drove it into his side, while the captain, whom Pulo 
Piilo struck furiously across the temples with a hand¬ 
spike, fell back senseless and let his head hang over the 
deck. 

The moment was ruinous for the former owners of 
the prahu: before they could rightly comprehend 
what was going on, and how the sports of their slaves 
had been converted into such fearful earnestness, the 
heavy handspikes of Pulo Pulo and his comrade 
crashed on their skulls, and the lances they had them¬ 
selves furnished drank their warm heart-blood. Three 
succeeded in escaping to the quarter-deck, where the 
mate joined them; another portion found safety in 
the bows ; but here Tji-kandi and Tebuning, who had 
also found a couple of lances, threw themselves upon 
them and dispersed them, for they were quite con¬ 
founded, and did not real]}' know how many foes they 
had to contend with. 

Frank liimself had taken an active part in the con¬ 
test, for, tearing a khris from one of the first who fell, 
be boldly attacked a gigantic Sumatran warrior, who 
was just aiming a deadly blow at Pulo Pulo. His 
weapon passed beneath his upraised arm into hil* 
chest, and the man fell dead on the deck. Then, how¬ 
ever. being well aware hoW necessary it was to take 
possession of the cabin, where the whole of the arms 
were kept, he sprang down the light bamboo ladder, 
and arrived just in time to prevent the eneiiiy from 
entering by one of the hind windows or port-holes. 
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The -three fugitives, namely, whom the mate had 
joined, hardly perceived how matters were on deck, 
than their first thought was naturally to gain the cabin, 
and tlien, with the fire-arms in their power, to bring 
-the victory speedily on their side, for till then not a 
single shot had been fired; but Frank scarcely per¬ 
ceived the body of the first obscuring the port-hole.' 
than he seized one of the lances arranged against tlio 
D-all, and ran the enemy through with it. A fall into 
the water announced his victory directly after; but, 
at the same moment, another Sumatr.an attempted to 
(alter by the h'ft hand port-hole, though in vain, for 
he was transfixed by the lance; while another dark 
form sprang through the right hand-port, and would 
probably have killed Frank, had not Tji-kandi and 
Tchuning, equally well aware of the importance of the 
plac(^, reached the cabin just at the right time to pro- 
. tect the young European from the raging Sumatran, 
and render the latter innocuous. Transfixed by the 
lances of both, the last two enemies were destroyed, 
and tearing the guns from the wall, the three sprung 
again on deck, in order to end the contest raging 
there. 

They were hardly wanted—the surprise seemed to 
have been complete; the Sumatrans, deprived of their 
le.ader by the first blow, thought bo more of gaining 
the victory, but rather of saving their own lives. 

The two last of the entire crew had taken refuge 
on the little mast or pole, on which the broad matting 
sail was hoisted, and defended themselves here with 
the most desperate fury against their foes, who tried 
to stab with their lances. 

Tji-kandi and Tchuning ran quickly with their 
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guns toward them: but Frank scarcely perceived-their 
intention when he threw himself in their way, and 
begged them to spare the lives of the two unfortunate 
wretches. 

“ Let them live!” he cried, and moved the barrels 
of their guns on one side, which they had already 
pointed at their victims; “ they can do us no more 
harm.” 

“ But they can betray us!” shouted the gigantic 
Pulo Pulo, who sprang up furiously, covered with 
blood and perspiration, and hurled the young man on 
one side; “ down with them!” he thundered at the 
same time to thp two gunners, and taking the third 
musket from the hands of the German, the three 
shots cracked sinvultaneously, and the unhappy men 
foil down from their eminence on deck, and were 
thrown overboard without further delay by the 
natives. 

They were free, though it had been purchased by 
a terrible amount of blood; and so utter must have 
been the surprise of the Sumatrans, who fancied them¬ 
selves perfectly secure, that only two of the Malays 
had been killed and three slightly wounded. Among 
the dead was the young lad who had played the part 
of the girl in the dance, and had struck the first blow 
at the heart of an enemy: he lay with a gaping 
wound in his chest, and the gold ornanients still in 
his hair; and the friends had collected round him, to 
see whether any life was left in him, when, suddenly, 
a violent blow shook the little vessel to its keel, and 
the Malays, now forgetting all else, turned their entire 
attention to the vessel itself. 

The latter, namely, so long as the fight lasted, had 
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been -utterly neglected, vritb not even a man at the 
tiller, had drifted nearer and nearer to the lee coast, 
and now struck on a bank of coral or rock, from 
which, however, it was again liberated by a few 
. minutes of violent stamping, and brought into deeper 
water. The Malays, though so weak in numbers, went 
seriously to work to set their newly-acquired vessel 
in order, and get it under sail: Frank proceeded to the 
tiller, and the others hoisted the huge matting sail 
right in the wind, in order to get off the coast. They 
were going to stand straight out to sea, and gain the 
track of vessels running between Java and Singapore, 
in order that they might not fall into the hands of 
pirates again, and perhaps be compelled to account for 
their possession of the prahu. 

They soon brought the graceful vessel on the other 
bow, but Tji-kandi, who had not been pleased by the 
• blow on the rock, climbed down into the hold, and 
speedily found his worst suspicious confirmed. There 
were more than three feet of water in it; and though 
he immediately sprung on deck again, and called the 
crew to bale out, they soon saw that they would not 
be able to keep the severely injured prahu long above 
water. At any rate they did not dare to go further 
out to sea, where it was always a matter of uncer¬ 
tainty about finding a ship; and, tufning the bow once 
again toward land, their only hope lay in reaching 
it,—shipwrecked a second time,—before the leaking 
prahu sank under them. 

The wind was fortunately favourable for them; they 
sailed quickly up to the coast under a fresh breeze; 

■ but spite of their incessant baling, the prahu grew 
gradu^ly heavier in the water. When they at length 
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saw the dark strip of land so close before them that 
they could recognise the jagged outline of the forest 
on the nearest slopes, fortunately for them the bow of 
the prahu ran dead on a sand-bank : the vessel wore 
round before the wind, then heeled over to leewards,- 
while the slight materials of which her upper works 
were composed, as well as the steep sand-bank, pre¬ 
vented her from sinking to the bottom. 

Their distance from the coast could not be very 
•great, but they could not undertake anything before 
daybreak ; they had no occasion either to fear that they 
would float again ; the hull was not only too full ot 
water, but they soon found that the ebb set in toward 
morning, and carried them still more firmly on to the 
firm sand. Their life, therefore, was secured as far as 
the sea was concerned, and their only care would now 
be to carry on shore as much as possible of the pro¬ 
visions, as they of course did not know how they 
would be received and treated by the dwellers on the 
coast. 

Thus day slowly arrived, and when the gloomy mist- 
veils, which had lain on the water during the last 
hour before morning, gradually cleared away, the 
thickly wooded hospitable coast lay extended only a 
few hundred paces before them, and seemed to stretch 
out its arms to reefeive them, for they had drifted into 
a little sandy bay, in which the water fell" so consider¬ 
ably that they were enabled to wade on land by sun¬ 
set. 

The time was employed by them quickly enough, 
and, after a short council of war, all armed themselves 
to the teeth and started for land, laden with all the 
provisions they could carry. They, however, ap- 
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preached the coast with extreme caution, for they 
could not be aware whether an enemy might not 
oppose their landing, or an ambush threaten their 
lives as soon as they set foot on dry land. 

But it did not appear so: no enemy was to be seen; 
there was not even smoke visible along the whole 
coast range, as probably just at this spot the low 
depth of water had prevented the natives from settling; 
and unattached, unimpeded, they reached land after a 
sharp but short march. Eendered confident by this, 
when they had placed everything in safety which 
they had brought on shore, they determined on re¬ 
turning once again to the wreck to save a second load; 
they therefore hid their weapons carefully in the 
bushes, and carried on shore during the course of the 
forenoon nearly all the guns, with a considerable quan¬ 
tity of ammunition and rice, at least enough to support 
them for a month. 

The fliood-tide • interrupted their labours, for the 
water became too deep, and there was no canoe on 
board by which they could maintain the communica¬ 
tion with the land. 

But what to do now ? Seek a tribe of the natives, 
and yield themselves unconditionally to them, or 
march up and down the coast in an armed band, until 
they reached a port and found bj’ chance some Euro¬ 
pean vessel of war, or perchance a peaceful European 
trader—both were equally dangerous. Pulo Pulo, 
who seemed to be acquainted with the dwellers on 
this coast, advised them, simply to throw up a 
little earthwork at this spot, which did not appear 
to be frequently visited by the natives, and then to 
set to work building a small boat or canoe, which 
p2 
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would not occupy them a week, as they could fetch 
their implements at the next ebb from the wreck. 
But then there would be no other choice left them 
than to stand out to sea as quickly as possible, and 
gain the track of European vessels, many of which 
would arrive during the prevalence of this monsoon, 
or at least to get out of reach of the Sumatrans, from 
whom he appeared to anticipate an unpleasant inter- 
‘ niption and still worse treatment. 

After a long discussion it was at last found that 
Pulo Pulo’s advice was certainly the best, and in 
order to employ the flood-tide as well as possible, they 
■went to work to find a favourable spot for the camp, 
in whose vicinity it was requisite that a couple of 
suitable trees should be standing, to dig out a double 
canoe without being exposed to the danger of being 
attacked while at work by a hostile tribe, and be cut 
off from their encampment. 

Both those objects were found at no great distance 
from the banks of a small stream, which rustled mer¬ 
rily through a dense thicket of magnificent fruit-trees 
and palms. Here, too, were several trees excellently 
suited for the purpose, which they could fell, and 
employ in arranging their camp; and they impa¬ 
tiently awaited the next ebb-tide to fetch all they 
required for the execution of their plan, and then set 
to work without further delay. 

Fortunately, the weather remained calm, and, swim¬ 
ming ashore before the water had fallen to the lowest 
mark, they set to work diligently in composing a 
small raft of the upper bamboo spars, on which they 
could arrange all they intended to take on shore at 
once, and thus easily land it. 
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Here, however, Frank persuaded them to take the 
little swivel, fastened in the bows of the prahu, with 
them, which might do them excellent service eventu¬ 
ally ; and although Pulo Pulo, who had assumed the 
supreme command, did not seem to have much incli¬ 
nation, he at least yielded, and allowed them to put 
it on the raft with .the requisite ammunition, which 
brought it quite down to the water’s edge. They 
carried it safely ashore, and then returned on board' 
for another cargo. But it had grown so late, that 
the water began to rise again before they reached 
the wreck the second time; still they could load their 
little raft quietly, and then push it on shore by 
swimming behind it, which they effected before night¬ 
fall. 

And it was high time too, for just at midnight the 
wind rose to a gale ; it howled over the sea in wild 
fury, and the crested waves rose with irresistible 
force, and drove the drizzling foam up to the 
summit of the cocoa-palms, so that the clear salt 
water poured down their graceful trunks. 

But it was so far fortunate for the shipwrecked men, 
that the wreck parted at the first outburst of the 
storm, and the fragments were washed ashore among 
the mangroves and other bushes that covered the coast: 
it would, therefore, be impossible for them to be disco¬ 
vered by means of the wreck, and arms and provisions 
once in security, they began on the next morning to 
build and fortify their encampment with their united 
strength. 

In-the first place, they felled the two trees standing 
only a few paces apart, which they intended to use 
for their canoes, and then began to erect the pali- 
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sades of the fort around them, bo that the trunks, upon 
which they would have to work, were within the 
encampment. They then cleared the forest as far as 
they were able, in order not to be easily surprised 
by an hostile attack, and formed out of the trunks 
they thus obtained a species of palisade fence, behind 
which they could await in perfect safety the attack of 
any superior numbers. The inner space was pur¬ 
posely rendered as narrow as possible, in order that 
they might not have a long line of palisade to defend, 
but the little stream was contained within it, so that 
they might not suffer from a want of water, in case 
they were invested. 

After all this had been arranged, and the swivel 
ready for immediate use on a roughly nailed framework, 
they set to work at building a little cabin for them¬ 
selves, which they covered with banana and pandanus 
leaves, and then employed the next day in collecting 
and storing every variety of fruit which grew in the 
neighbourhood. 
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CHAPTEE XXI. 

HOW OTTE I'EIENDS WEEE SUEPEISED BT A NATIVE, 
WHOSE VISIT THEX WEEE NOT AT AEL PEEPAEEU 
FOE. 

• Tropical scenery. Clearing the jungle. Fruit gathering. Tin 
tiger's visit. Habits of the animal. Death of a Malay. 
A trap for the tiger. Frank up a tree. 

Tueee is a peculiar charm in tropical scenery; and just 
as in our home beeches and oaks represent northern 
vegetation, and the dense masses of pine cast their 
gloomy shadows over the wide mountain slopes, so 
palms and waringhi are the characteristics of the torrid 
zone, and the broad-leaved bananas or pisangs, with the 
tough and creeping plants, and the broad glistening 
leaves of the remaining vegetation, announce, by their 
peculiar trembling rustling, the strange, extraordinary 
world around, and fill the heart of the north man with a 
mysterious, holy awe, and deep reverence. 

The Malays regarded the surrounding scenery with 
all possible indifference—it was something which they 
saw daily around them in their own home, and they 
found nothing extraordinary ih it. Frank, on the 
other hand, though he had wandered over the beau¬ 
tiful Java, had never yet seen the forest in such 
savage and magnificent beauty, and really revelled in 
the enjoyment of this splendour. 

At the spot on which they had formed their 
encampment, the klewangs of the natives had caused 
great destruction in the jungle, as their axes had done 
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among the trees; but hardly fifty paces ofiF, the wilder¬ 
ness in all its glory surrounded them, and the dense 
undergrowth of wild cofiee-trees, and countless other 
flowering and fruit trees, lay like a green sea on the 
hill side, above which the graceful stems of the cocoa, 
aren, cabbage, and areka palms rose. Through the centre 
of them the little lively stream rattled, over coloured, 
glistening pebbles, and in the actual forest the sun 
^could find but a few little spots through which to 
steal, and gaze on its children, the fragrant flowers 
beneath — and yet they all raised their tiny heads 
towards the luminary, and had so gladly enticed it down 
to them through the closely interlaced and envious 
branches. 

Only a single tree was left standing in this encamp¬ 
ment, a splendid variety of the acacia, which bears a 
blood-red berry, the saga hagve. It stretched its 
boughs far over the little square, affording-the poor 
shipwrecked mariners shade against the hot sun¬ 
beams, which otherwise would have revenged them¬ 
selves fearfully here for what they lost in the adjoining 
dense forest. 

Out of the fan-like leaves of the cocoa-palm the 
Malays contrived to make famous baskets, and with 
these they had been busily engaged the whole day in 
collecting the over-ripe mangistan and yambos, ram- 
boutans, and yanghas; and, above all, a large stock of 
cocoa-nuts. Tchuning, who undertook the duties of 
a cook again, had ordered a small cellar, or rather hole, 
in the ground to be dug to keep them fresh; and 
Frank proposed, w’hile the others were collecting 
fruit, to make an attempt to penetrate into the forest, 
and kill some game, that they might once again 
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regale themselves with fresh meat, for which they 
were all longing. 

But Iji-kandi urgently dissuaded him, and would 
not consent to his going on any account, as he Vas 
ignorant of the dangers that would menace him alone 
in such a wilderness; but when he saw that young 
headstrong persisted in his design, he requested, at 
least, to accompany him. But even this Frank would 
not consent to: one man made noise enough in the 
thicket to scare the game, and so render success 
impossible. 

So, shouldering his gun, and with ono of the com¬ 
mon long knives at his side, ho left the encampment 
toward evening, and stopped for a little with Pulo 
Pulo and another Malay, the former of whom had 
mounted a cocoa-tree to throw down the ripest nuts, 
while the other was shaking a young mangistan-tree, 
and. collecting the splendid fruit that descended in a 
shower. 

He was still standing and gossiping wnth them, 
when he fancied he heard a noise in a bush at no great 
distance from them—he listened, but all was again 
quiet; and the Malay by his side declared be had 
heard nothing, but left off shaking for a little while, 
to see whether the noise would be renewed. All was 
perfectly silent; and Prank noi^ crawled in the direc¬ 
tion of the bush, in the hope of coming up with some 
timid animal, which the sound of human voices-had 
driven from their neighbourhood. 

But the forest was so tremendously dense just at 
Jhis. spot, that the young Grerman could only advance 
step by step, fearing to make too much noise with 
chopping and breaking the branches. In vain ho 
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attcMnj)tcd to discover a frosli trail on the soft ground, 
wliicli was so covered with moss and leaves, tliat even 
an unpractised eye could plainly distinguish the marks 
of any largi? animal, though he might not be able to 
deciflc what description of beast they belonged to. 

Several bushes had, in fact, been trodden down 
here, and the moss at the foot of a broad-houghed 
dadaj) (specially betrayed the lately-imprinted foot¬ 
marks of some large animal, and Frank was just 
stooping down to examine them, when a shriek in the 
direction lu' had just come from reached his ear, and 
made him start up hurriedly. The cry was imme¬ 
diately re-echoed by another, which seemed to come 
out of the air; it w'as evident that something terrible 
had happened. 

He was not long in doubt on the subject; just as 
he ri'ached the s])ot where the nearly-fdled fruit- 
baskt'ts were standing, he saw an immense tiger dis¬ 
appear in a thicket of wild coffee-bushes, bearing one 
of the Jlalays on its back, but as little impeded by 
tw|taurden as it were a child; and though he instantly 
raised his rifle to his shoulder, he did not dare to fire, 
through fiair of hitting the man. 

“JVIatjan!” Pulo Pulo shouted at the same time, 
as he slided down the cocoa-palm, “ shoot him ! shoot 
him!” 

But Frank required no further encouragement; and 
with his gun raised, he walked boldly' into the oj)ening 
through which the beast had just disappeared with its 
victim, and he could distinctly hear the bushes 
trampled down just in front of him. The tiger— 
although the strength of this animal is really extra¬ 
ordinary, for its immense paw's seem to consist, in 
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(if notliiiif!; but luusclo and siiu^w—-bad bci'ii, 
liinvevtT, liiudert'd by the tliicket, and had nei been 
able to escape so rapidly with its prey, but that h’rank 
coiild g('t again into gun-shot, and now detorniiiKal on 
making an attempt at least; he raised the gun, and 
fired direellv at the body of the animal, just as it was 
making ready for a leap. 

The tiger, though so terrible in its furj-, when ex¬ 
cited by jiassion, or through hunger, is, afti'r all, a 
cowardly brute, that timidly Hies the ey(' of man, when 
jiossible, and only ventures to leap on its pn-v from a 
safe ambush. In fact, there is not a single savage 
animal, with the exception of the shark, perlia]is, (hat 
docs not ever fly from man, in spite of the multitude of 
labhjs n.arrated about lions and tigers, bears, panthers, 
snakes, crocodihxs, and other terrible bea.-ts. Such 
stories are generally exaggerateil, if not entirely iu- 
vc'iitions, for every traveller, though perha[)s almost 
ignorant of loading a gun, much less of hunting with 
it, always likes to have had an adventure, especially if 
he has be(;n in a country where the iuhabitaiits ha\i: 
told him that wild beasts arc now and then st'cn, and 
must naturally have one terrible story to narrate at 
least, in which he escaped a fearful danger oidy with 
great difficulty, and through bis.presenee of mind. 

How rarely does tho real hunter, who wandiTs in 
tli(> woods all day, and sleep.s there at night, meet a 
savage beast of prey ? He may watch the stag, that 
goes quietly grazing the woods, but tho shy wolf, tin; 
panther in the northern forests, and the tiger and lion 
iu the southern, are themselves too frequently engagt d 
in the chase, and listen to the slightest noise of .i 
cracking branch, or even a falling l(;af. If it is a man 
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that they hear approach, and whom they do not coiint 
as tlieir prey, then t]iey witlidraw timidly and hurriedly 
to their hiding-place, and fly from the neighbourhood 
in which their arch-foe ia watching for them. 

In the same way the myth about the rattle-!<n:iKc ' 
originated, which is said to fascinate its victim by the 
eye, and then swallow it. According to the fable, a mys- 
1eriou.« pow(.T enchains the bird, on whom the snake’s 
glance i.s once liniily fixed, to the spot, and it strives 
in vain to escape ; the snake only reciiiires to keep its 
eyes fi.xed, and then slowly to writhe up and seize it. 
The rattle-snake would be forced to die of .starvation, 
if it had to trust only to this power of the eyes, for 
there is not a living creature who has been witness of 
it, while hundreds o.t hunters have observed the crafty 
re])tile gliding noiselessly through the grass, and 
sjtringing on its unsuspecting victim, when it has 
reached the proper distance. It flies man lilu' any 
otla-r snake does, and only when startled by his 
sudden approach, it raises it self and sounds its warning 
rattle, rather .as a sign of fear tlain of anger. 

Such fearfid fables have been also accredited to the 
vt'getable kingdom, for it was formerly asserted of the 
Javtinese np:is or poisem-tree, that its exhtilations 
wi're so feitrful as to kill the bird th.at th'w over it; 
while the tree itself se,arcely contains more poison 
than does the hemlock, .and only in its sap possesses 
any diaidly etfect. But we men love everything 
strange or extraordinary ; and when anything is told 
us in which our own fancy is iutva-ested, we adorn it 
as much as we can, and think over it so much, until 
we believ e it ourselves. 

The tiger, the most savage, blood-thirsty brute in 
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tlio Avorlil, forms no c.xcoption to tliis rule, t'ortainh-, 
wlien it enn spring on its prey from its liiiliiig-pl:Ki', 
it darts its fearful elaws into it, and rii.-ifes with 
furious bounds to its thiekot; but it can l.ie tt vi-ilh d 
equal facility ; fre(piently the boh! iiiterferem-e 
of a single man causes it to drop its jirey, and if 
it bears the hunter breaking through the branches 
and bushes, it crawls on its stoniaeii, and presses close 
to the ground through the high grass or dense bush, 
to some secure hiding-place. 

In the same way the' ele[)hant, t he rhiTioccros, or thi? 
grey bear of the Rocky IMonntains, the largest of all 
beasts of prey, lly from man, ami only when greatly 
arous('d dtx'S a singh? brute forget its general fe.ar ; 
but th(>n woe to the unha])])y man who crosses iis 
track, for uidess the bullet has strutdr tiie rigid sjiot 
at starting, no matter whetluT it prov.'fatal eventu- 
ally, the wounded or oidy infuriated animal feels then 
no jiain, knows no danger, and hurls itself in wdd 
frenzy on its foe, whom it tears in pieces, or tramjdes 
under foot. 

frank, however, did not know this danger, or if lie 
did so, paid no attention to it; for without taking 
time to reload his gun, and solely aiumated by the 
thought of saving the unhappy man, he drew his 
klewang, and sprang with a Idtid shout upon the 
animal. The tiger, however, who faneieil llii re was a 
great deal too much mdse about such a bade, let i;s 
prey fall, and crept with its tail between its legs into 
a thicket of thcprny rattans, into which Frank eoidd 
not have followed it, even had he desinal to do so, so 
thickly were the thorny creepers intertw ined wilii the 
hranches, and round the bushes. But he did nut 
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tliiiik of rushing after tlie tiger, when lie saw. his 
unhappy companion lying at his feet, and throwing 
away both rifle and klewarig, lie attemjited to recal 
tlie unfortunate Malay to life, wlio was covered with 
blood. 

It was useless; the beast had seized and bitten 
through his throat with only too sure a gripe, and life 
had fled long before. Even the wound in his side, 
where the tiger had seized him in the flight, would* 
have been suflieient to lull him. 

i’lilo J’lilo had, in the meantime, come down from 
the palm-tree, from which he had witnessed the attack 
of the wild beast, but had not been able to give any 
assistance, and Tchuning, now summoned by his cries, 
also hurried up. lie had been gathering sirih-leaves 
for chewing, in the neighbourhood, and appeared not 
a little confounded at the danger to which he had 
also been exjiosed. 

“Mati—dead!” the IMalay, however, said in a 
monotonous tone, and turned away with a shudder, 
when he jierei'ived the wound in the neck of the 
unfortunate man ; there was no hope of saving him, 
and the men now consulted as to what to do witli 
the corjise. I'rank wished to have it buried at once 
on the spot, but 'rchuning remarked that, if they left 
till' body lying tliere,* and kept watch in one of the 
trees during the night, they might be surt the tiger 
would return to fetch its prey, and then his hide 
might pay the penalty for the murder. 

There was something unconifort.able to the young 
G’ermaii in the idea of leaving the body of a man as a 
bait in the forest; but the old spirit of the chase 
soon overcame this feeling, and when his comrades 



A TRAP FOR THE TIGER. 22:5 

liad been informed of the mclaiiclioly accident, and 
I hey bad devoured their frugal repast, he and Tchuning 
--for Pulo PuJo refused to liave anything to do nitli 
it—looked out two suitable trees in tlie viciuitv, wliere 
<hi' thick branches allowed but little of the moonlight 
to fall through, and their guns coimiianded the litth' 
siri]) of hind between them. 

Evening had scareely set in, ere the two hunters, 
to whom Tji-kandi had ivcommended the grcate.st 
caution, took their places. 

'I’ji-kandi w.as not at all satisfied with the exja ili- 
tioii; their little garrison, he thought, and very 
rightly, had been already too much weakened, to allow 
a fourth ])art of it to remain outside the whole night 
roo.sting in trees like wild turkeys, and if anything 
iiccurred to either of them, they would he all lost, 
thir two hunters, however, could not he dissuaded, 
and Pulo Pulo hiinsclf allowed it would be perhaps 
better to kill the tiger, which had tasted human 
hiood, or else it would have an apjietite for more, and 
none of theni would be sure of their lives on (putting 
’.he palisades. 
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CITAJ’TER XXTI. 

THE WATCH Foil THE TIOEK, AA’I) THE, STIIANOE 
HOIIT (IE OA5)E FJIAN'K STABTEl). 

Tlii^ watch hir tlic licur. Tcliuniiig iiispliiys hia- priiilciice. 
Frank kills soiiiutliiiig. The natives attack him. Flunk.is 
taken jirismicr. A crnss-examination. Dejiarture of the 
natives. I*'rank is loft under a guard. 

]'’llAXK ]iaJ selected for liis scat a rouHir warinnlii- 
trcc, 0H(' of wlioso branches iimjccteil just over tlio spot 
wliere the corpse lay, so that tlic tip;cr would I;c 
within shot if it a|)proaclied its victim auain ; wliilc 
Tchuiiiii'', with due rc;,'ard for his own safety, clioso a 
low cocoa-palm, wliiidi, though certainly close to tlic 
spot, wa.s still too hidden by buslics to' allow a full 
view of the scene. Iloth sat about fifty yards apart, 
but not a word was exchanged between them, for fear 
of warning the beast of tlu' danger that awaited it ; 
and Frank esjiecially listened xvith the closi'st atten¬ 
tion to the slightest sound, in the hope of hearing the 
creeping, sti'allhy step of the tiger. The moon liad, 
in the nu'anwhile, risen; and threw its pale, uncertain 
light over the narrow clearing, and the corpse lying 
then', and the tall waving leaves of the jialms cast a 
nickering, misty shade over the tall grass in which the 
corpse lay bedded. 

Frank suddenly fancied that he saw something 
moving at no great distance from the palm on which 
Tchuning had taken his seat, and when he looked 
jiusiously across, to ace whether the Chinese had not 
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abo Tioticeil the ohjoct, niovin*; as it were iiiiiler lii-< 
harrel, he eoiild not S('e thc^ least sign of his ciniirado, 
altliinigh the light of the moon I'ell direeily upon tin' 
tnft of the palm-tree, and he had seen onlv a i'ew 
minntes before his sliining head in tlie centre of it. 
AVhat on earth had hecoim^ of Tehuning? 

The object below him, houe\('r, occu])ii,‘d loo mnch 
of his attention for him to trouble himself mnch 
about the Chinese, and silently aijd noi.sclcsslv look¬ 
ing to his rifle, lest it might mislii-e at the decisive 
moment, he thrust the bari'cl cautiously over a branch, 
on which he found an excellent n'st foi’ it, and tried 
before all to take a certain aim at the moving object, 
whatever it might be. 

lint this was not by any means sfi easy ; for in the 
dense shadow he could not even ])ereeivi‘ the end of 
the barrel, much less the glisti'uing sight ujron it; and 
hi low all had .again become so quiet and motionless, 
that he re.ally began to fancy he had deceived himself, 
and takem the movenn'iit of some branch or bough in 
the wind for that of soim; living being. But he u.as 
1 ion undeceived in this respect, for he now saw clearly 
and unmistakcably some dark object leave the sh.ade 
of the bush, and crawl through the grass towards the 
outstretched corpse, as if it scented its |)rey, but diii 
not (piite believe in its (piietude, tind wished first to 
convince it.self that it was perfci tly harmless. 

J’raiik was quite astray as to the utter disajipear- 
ance of his companion, and at last fancied that he 
must have fallen asli-ep in his far from comfortable 
seat in the palm-tree. 

-After casting a hurried glance across, the moon 
now favoured him by falling directly on his barrel, 
Q 
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and Ids oyc was looliiiig for tlio best spot on the 
carcass of bis creeping visitor, when bo saw another 
moving point close bj. 

There were two, and which was the right one ? 
It was strange, for he had never heard that two tigers 
liad ])een seen hunting together; and was it possible 
that one had fetched the other to share the already 
hilled prey with it ? The llrst must surely be the man- 
eater, and without, tiny further delay, he took a lon'g 
and cari'ful tiini at the foremost dark body, and pulled 
the triggiT. 

The shot echoed with the noise of thunder through 
the majestic fon'st, but a y’clling cry of human voices 
gave him an almost louder ri'ply, and while the body, 
at which he had tirst tired, lay motionless on the 
ground, dtirk forms appeared on eveiy side of the 
clearing, and before the startled youth could even 
think about loading his gun, he felt, by the shaking of 
the hough on which ho was sitting, that his nocturnal 
foes, I'asily conjecturing tin' situation in which he 
was, had climbed the sami' tree, and were coming up 
to take him prisoner. 

The ajiproach of danger, however, restored him his 
whole presence of mind immediately, and (piickly 
thrusting a cartridge, which he had made beforehand 
for his fancied sport, down the barrel^ he had time 
enough to put on a cap, when the first leapt upon 
him from a branch overhead, and the next moment, 
shot through the brea.st by the barrel that almost 
touched him, fell down on the ground with a loud 
yell. Ibit others pressed forward ; Frank had no room 
to use the butt end, for he had much difficulty in 
maintaining Ida balance, and letting the gun fall, he 



ATTACKED liY THE NATIVES. 


tore'Ills kk'waiig from its sheath and slionh'd lor 
dcterniined on defending his posi, nntil Tehnning, 
who must liave been awakened Ity the siiuls, eouhi 
hasten to ]iis assistance, or hi.s friends in tin' i-amp 
lieard tlie eonteat and came up. 

Springing up on his feet upon the bougli where lie 
liad hitherto been sitting,and seizing anothertosupport 
liiniself, Frank cut at tlic first rndian who approaclu d 
with his sharp lieavy weapon, and favoured by Ids posi¬ 
tion, in which no one could assail him in the r.'ar, he cut 
him down, and would probably have held his ground 
ag.ainst the overwhelming numbers, had not one of 
ilie foes elimhed over him on the same bough, which 
he held with his left hand. This was loo we.ik for 
the burden, cracked, and fell witlj a crash, heai-ing 
him with it through the branches. 

Hut whal had become of Tehnning all this wlille? 
Had he really bemi asleep, and was he still sleeping, 
as no shot was fired at the foe from his side? (>, 
dear no! -the sharp eye of the Chinese had delected 
niouediately, in the duski'form creeping below him, a 
very ditlerent enemy from the tiger he had awaited. 

hen he saw the bushes lined on either side of him, 
tirnl forms gliding through the grass everywhere, he 
crept cautiously and gently back to the top of his 
]'alm-trce, taking very good eair not to give the 
slightest sign of his whereabouts by any movement, 
which would have irremediably delivered him into the 
hands of his enemies. ^Vliat did he cure for the 
danger of his neighbour, w hen his ow n carcass w as in 
ipiestion ? lie might .“bout fur In Ip as long as he 
liked, but Tchuning did not stir, and only cast .-in 
angry glance up at the nioonligbt, whieh miglil 
« - 
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possibly bi'lrny liiin by tbe gleaming of his' rifb* 
bam;!. 

Wlitm Prank, wlio bad been stunned by tbe fall, 
regained bis senses, be found bimaclf lying bound 
under a tri'e, and Jiot far from him crackled a biige 
lire, round wbicb fifteen or twenty dusky forms were 
partly lying, jiarlly cowering, apparently engaged in a 
most zealous consultation. At first be could not 
imagine -wbere be was—wbetber all that surrounded 
bim was real, or wbetber be was alfected by some 
wild feverisb dream, wbicb raised tbe strangest, most 
extraordinary objects bei'ore bis fancy. But wben be bad 
opened and closed bis eyes several times, and rubbed 
bis forebead against tbe root of tbe tree, on wbicb be 
lay,— i’or be could not use bis bands, and all tbat sur¬ 
rounded bim remained stationary, be understood but 
too clearly thati it was no dream, and tbat be was tbe 
])risouer of a tribe, wbo were ni>w probably seriousix 
consulting wbetber be sbould be roasted, or eaten as 
be was, w ith jiepper and salt. 

Ibit with this certainty tbe love of life crossed bis 
mind, and tbe fear of a probably speedy and torturing 
death : the cidd jierspiration stood on bis brow, and be 
attempted, tbough as ijuietly as [lossible, yet with tlu- 
exertion of all bis strength, to free himself from his 
bonds, and escape the sax ages by Hying to tbe forests, 
no matter wbitber. 

His movements were, however, by no means s<i 
unobserved as be at first fancied, for a black felloxx 
suddenly rose close to bis feet, wbo had been lying 
concealed in tbe shade of tbe thick foilage, and now 
stooped over bim, with Ids gleaming eyes fixed upon 
bim. A sharply uttered yell interrupted at tbe next 
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jiioment the tliseussion round the fire, and flic natives 
eolleeted in a seeond round file captive-. 

Frank looked round the circle ani^rili, and tried in 
vain to rise; his bonds held liiin tightiv to llie mot on 
wliich he lay, but his ouard, tit an exclainalion from 
one of the Indian.s, jirobably the chieftain, drew his 
i iirved knife, :uid cut the bonds without a wortl, 
'I'hen, however, taking tin- youno while nian h\ the 
hand, he led him slowly to the fire, and ])olnlino t(> a 
log that had been rolled u[), he made him jt sign to 
sit down. A few minutes later the wlnde b;uid was 
I'ldlected round him, and the chieftain, or, at any 
rate, the man who tippetired to have the eommand on 
this e.xpcdition, ordered him to get up and answer 
.-everal questions which he would atfdre.ss to him. 

Frank (d.fryed the eommand, which he understood 
more through the added gestieidatious than the 
words; the language, howtwer, though resembling the 
.^Ialay. had sm.-h a quantity of strange word.', w hleh In- 
was perfectly unacquainted with, that, although he 
understood, or fancied he understood, a stray remark, 
he was quite unable to comprehend the cut ire seii.'o of 
tin- questions a(ldr(!ssed to him, ami i-onsi-qm-ntly 
rouhl give no satisfactory answer. In adilition. it 
seemed more than probable that 4hey wen- desirous 
to (ind out from him the jiosition ami strength id the 
strange encampment, which they had alre;id_\ dis¬ 
covered, either by means of the spies they are in the 
habit of sending out, or through the numerous sign.s 
in the surrontiding forest. <)1 course, it was I rankhs 
ohject to let them know as little as jiossilde of t heir 
true position, or at least not to reveal anything 
wliieli might be pn-judieiid to Lis uuforlunale com- 
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rados, and Ik; soon remarked tliat it 'vould be bent for 
Jjim to boldly play the part of an ignoramus, and so 
at least make bis present masters believe that he was 
not able to giv(! them any satisfaetory information. 

Ill this he was perfeetly snceessful, but they did 
not., for all that, give up tormenting him with ques¬ 
tions ; and when be refused to make any reply, they 
fa.slened him again, without further eereniony, to the 
nearest tree, where he stood in the light of their fire, 
and eoinmeneed their former diseussion with the 
greatest (Miergy. They appeared, too, to have as.sumed 
a more decisive character, for twiee individuals quitted 
the group, and came up to feel the ribs and shoulders 
of their prisoner. 

Prank felt a 'cold shudder, for he could hardly 
doubt but that: he was treated hy the bftiwu villains 
as a lamb ready for the slaughter ; auH, in the agony 
of despair, he again tore at his bonds. Jn vain—the 
cord was tougher than his muscles; it cut into his 
flesh, but he could not se\ er it; and he at last fell, 
exhausted and bleeding, and even with a certain 
degree of desperate resignation, at the foot of the 
little tree. 

lie had lain thus for about half an hour, when there 
was a movement among the Sumatrans. It was evident 
that they had come to some decision, for they looked at 
their anna and collected in two bands, whose leaders 
made various arrangements and gave their orders. 
Prank at last eoidd not entertain the slightest doubl 
but that the band intended to surprise his companion.s, 
and return with their prisoners and the booty to theii 
native village. 

The little encampment qpuld not be far distant from 



LEFT EXDEB A OlAUD. 


231 


t’u' si)ot wltoro tliey now wore, iiml iiltlioush a ulinht 
liope clicorod liiin on tlio departuro of the Sumatrans, 
this was soon mingled with apprehension for the fate of 
his friends, who, in addition to h('ing weaheiied hy llie 
ahsenee of liiinself and Tehuniiig, would, in their 
foidish security, be buried in sleep at a inonumt when 
they ought to have their eyes wide open, to repulsi; 
tln^ attack of their treacherous Ibe. But they must, 
:d least, have heard him firing, and Pnlo I’ulo was not 
the man to let himself bo so easily surprised. 

But that the iMalays intended something serious, luf 
soon saw by the sliglit guard left with 1dm. Only two 
uien were left; enough certainly to guard him, in Id.s 
bondage, from escaping, while the remainder of tins 
•Sumatrans set out, in two tlill'erynt bands and in 
dilTerent directions : had the camp been any great 
distance otf, they would surely hav(^ kept in the same 
d.in'ction at starting. 
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CHAPTER XXIII. 

now TIFE HEMATnATSS ATTACKED THE ENCAMPMENT, 
AND TJIE IlECHPTION THEY MET AVITII. 

A iniirK III llie "iirrison. Piilo I’ulo shows liimsclf to be a skilful 
p iii nil. I’ctiirn of Tctmiiiiig. The attack. Progress of 
the ciigagciueiit. The natives are repulsed, hut return again 
to the charge. 

I’liE litUo gamsoii, in the ineanwliilo, though ap])re- 
]j(‘ndiiig no surprise, but not to neglect the requisite 
2)recautions, ha<l scit their regular watches for the 
night, swallowed their trugal meal of rice and fruits, 
Mith the fresh watiT of the river, and were just 
going to rest, when the first shot of the joung 
(lerinan sounded clearly through the silence of the 
night. 

“Raai—good!” growled Pulo Pulo, “he has hit him; 
but if the villains from the mountains are jirowling 
about and hear the shot, we shall have them on our 
backs sooner than would be pleasant. It was nonsense 
to mak(' such a row, and I wish we had not let the 
two ‘ strangers’ go out. When white men and Chinese 
come together, the IMalay must always pay for the 
rice. Hut, surely, that sounded like human voices?” 

“Ah! ah! another shot!” cried Tji-kandi, now 
springing on his feet: “ they must have hit him with 
the lirst shot, and finished him with the second. But 
now there’s been enough banging. What a row the 
gunpowder makes in the mountains! It’s still thunder¬ 
ing away behind us—and then it’s beginning again to 
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our teft. Thoy must hear it across tlio water. Halloo, 
w liat’s that ? ” 

Tji-kandi listened attentively ; and Pulo I’ulo, who 
had before heard, though indistinctly, the yell of the 
a.ssailanl.s, when the shot Avas tired so uuexpeetedly 
among them, now eh'arly distinguished the single 
shout of the white man for help, and in a second they 
had alt seized tlieir guns, and wen^ prepared for an 
a'ttaek. 

When .all liad grown quiet again, and no sound dis¬ 
turbed the almost death-like silence, TJi-kanili, who 
had drawn close? to Pido Pulo, said, shaking his h(?ad 
ominously, 

*■ Tile young fellow has done' a foolish trick ; after 
the ilr.st shot ho must have got down from his tree, 
and have fallen right in the clutches of the beast. We 
can go out and help Tehuuing to bury the body. I 
wish 1 had gone with him.” 

‘■ To leave us three alt alone here?” said Pulo 
Pulo, seriously. “ T fear, Tji-kandi, we shall never see 
either the white man or the long-tail again in the 
camp, for I am very much mistaken ii’ the shots tired 
were aimed at a tiger. Did Tji-kandi hear the noise 
of the first shot ? ” 

‘‘The noise? I should think so; it rung through 
the mountains as if it was never going to leave 
oir.” 

Pulo Pulo shook his head-he jnight have been 
mistaken, but, well aeiiuaiutcd as he was with the 
Woods, the whole affair did not seem to him right, 
and he was well aware that excessive watehfuliie.ss 
could do them no harm, but might ward off great lui.s- 
fortuue. 
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But as tliere was nothing stirring for nearly an 
hour, when not a hough cracked in the forest, and 
the foliagi; hung perfectly motionless on the trees, 
Pulo Piilo himself began to fancy that ho had heon 
too apprehensive, or that no immediate attack need bo 
expected. 

But why did the two hunters not return ? It was 
very wrong tliat they had gone at all, and he was 
firmly determined not to allow such a thing again, as 
long as tliey were in such a hostile and dangerous 
territory. But not to exhaust their little garrison 
unnecessarily, he had just ordered his two subordi¬ 
nates, tlie remainder of his little force, to lie down 
again, and himself undertaken tlieir duties, when he 
heard i'ootsteps iti, the bush, and cocked his gun, 
though he expected no attack on this side, for a 
foe would have come up with greater secresy, and 
would not have revealed his approach in siich a careless 
fashion. 

Ho vva.s not to remain long in doubt as to the 
cliaracter of his visitor, for Tchuning (and it was no 
one else), who might probably fancy that he had 
missed the right road, or whom the surroiuiding 
silence reudm’ed uncomfortable, soon uttered his well- 
known signal, and hastened his steps when he heard 
the welcome reply. 

But what a state ho was in ! Scratched by thorns, 
which he had not noticed in his fear of missing his 
way and being surprised by the enemy, but had 
rushed wildly through; with torn clothes, without hat 
or gun, he now returned, and brought his friends the 
fearful announcement that their hiding-place wsis 
suspected, if not already discovered, and that the young 
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wliitc man had bi-en dragged off, whother dead or ali\e 
111! was uiiablo to say. 

Concealed in the tuft of the tree, he stated, lie had 
.seen something crawling up to tlu'in, and on stooping 
over to distinguish the object and fire at it, he had, to 
his horror, noticed a number of human forms, who 
were cautiously approaching, as if f'aring an ambus¬ 
cade, and were .sending out spies, to sec whether the 
strangers, w hose trail tluy had no doubt already found, 
had an idea of such a visit or not. The white man, in his 
opinion, must have taken the object he saw moving 
in the bushes for the c.xpected tiger, and the giaaiter 
distance at which he wiis from it rendered that pro¬ 
bable ; his shot had certainly hit the mark, fir one hody 
remained motionless in the grass, but what oceurreil 
afterwards ho could not preci-sely state, as the contest 
bad taken place in the opposite tree, and he had not 
dared to raise his head, when he heard the enemy so 
close to him, fjr fear of being discovered. 

A shot had then been fired—a heavy body, and 
then another, had fallen from the branches of the 
tree; and when he at length cautiously raised his head 
to look down, ho saw the enemy retiring in an 
opposite direction to the camp, with their prisoner in 
the centre of the band. 

Such was his report; and then' was little comfort in 
the idea that they were watched, perchance already 
surrounded, by a number of blood-thii-sty Sumatrans, 
who needed only to cut them off from approaching the 
Sen, if they did not dare an open attack, and then let 
them starve at their leisure, without the slightest risk 
for themselves. 

Their little force now consisted of only live men— 
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tlie Chinese, Tji-kandi, Pulo Pulo, and the two 
Malays; but as they were excellently armed, and had 
the swivel securely mounted, they could have repulsed 
tlic attack of sixfold their number, had they not been 
(mt olf i'rom all hope of escape, as the unfavourable 
3 iature of the coast would prevent any European ship 
from comijig in, save for some special reasons. Sup- 
jjosiii" they repulsed the lirst attack of the foes, 
would tliey not bring up reinforcements, and could 
they hope to resist them for any length of time? And 
would not the fact of one of their little band being 
killed or wounded accelerate the destruction of the 
remainder ? 

And what had become of the young Gci’man ? 
Tji-kandi shook his.head sorrowfully when ho thought 
of his fate, and reflected how soon they might all 
share it. The infamous tiger was to blame for the 
whole misfortune; and the fat little Slalay really 
gnashed his teeth, when he reflected that the brute 
was now able to go about free and uninjured, while 
they were in the trap. 

'I'he principal i]ucstion now w.as, how strong the 
band could be which Tehuning had seen; for oidy 
from that fact could it be calculated whether they 
would be .satislied with the carcase of one .stranger, or 
through it acquire an appetite for more. . Tchuning’s 
information led them to apprehend the latter, for 
according to him they would be engaged with a large 
body of natives: Pulo Pulo, on the contrary, shook 
his head, aud said, that the moonlight had probably 
deceived him, and six men in the bush could make a 
treim-ndous row, by breaking suddenly out of the 
thicket. But, for all that, the Malays determined on 
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not neglecting the sliglitcst iiien.^ure of preeniitioii, 
during this night at least, and I’lilo I’lilo imdertuok 
thi^ watcli with another of his eonntiTinen, wliieli llu v 
intended to keep till daybreak, when fliere would not 
hi‘ nineh to fear, so long as the sun stood high in the 
lieavens. 

Tlie remainder gladl}’ devoted tlieniselves to sleep ; 
they napiiri'd rest, espe(d;dly Tehuning, who, exh;nisted 
hy fear and the exertion of his march, lay at I’ido 
ihilo's feet, with his arms at his side, anil .slept .so 
soundly, and even began to snort' so loudly, lhal the 
IMalay w;is forced to give him a sueeession of kii ks to 
keep him quiet. 

d’hey had lain there about two hours, when I’nl > 
I’nlo heard something rustling in the hu.-h ; ami 
directly after the low whine of a panther—he knew it 
frotn childhood-“-reiiehed his ear. 'I'he moon was now 
standing high in the heavens, and he could see jdaiidy 
aci-oss the little open clearing, tlnit hiv between him 
iuidthe camp. He clearly perceived in the bright light 

movement in the bushes, and even fancied he saw 
the spotted skin of the animal. But aware of the 
proximity of the foe, he had not the slightest idea of 
liring ;it any savage animal, which coidil oidy arouse 
the sleepcr.s, and betray to the w.'itehful .Sumatrans 
tile exact position of the little famp. A feeling ol 
uncertainty about what he had just seen and heard 
"as aroused in him, and with painful interest he 
observed the nearest bushes, to see w hether sometiiing 
or other would not justify his suspicion, hut in vain. 
He could only hear the re-echoing steps of the beast 
in the fallen leaves, and the .sound so closely resem¬ 
bled the real stej) of the panther, that the IMahn at 
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last felt a species of seeurit/, as it was plain tlitw liad 
no enemy to fear in that direction, or else the beast 
would not have emerged from the bush so quietly. 

Again, a long, long time passed; the Malay had 
grown sleepy, and had frequently raised his wearied 
eye to the southern cross, to see whether its course 
to the wi^sf did not announce the approach of day: 
every now and then he gavi; a start, and tried to dispel 
every feeling of exhaustion by increased foreial w atch¬ 
fulness ; but he could not stand this for long, and his 
wearied body would have eventually yielded to the 
silent, monotonous solitude that surrounded them, 
had he not heard the same whining cry on the oth(?r 
side, and starting up hurriedly, he saw that the Malay 
])osted there was cautiousl}' raising his gun, and 
thrusting it between two of the palisades. In a 
sis'oud he was all alive, and quicklygliding up to the 
other sentry, he ordered him not to lii'e', until he saw 
an enemy rushing at the palisade; in any other 
I’vent, and by the slightest suspicious movement, he 
was to wake the others, as after the,/ow 7 shot, if an 
enemy was re.ally close by, they would have to expect 
a general ami terrible attack. 

Then returning with equal rapidity to his former 
jiost, without letting liis person be visible from with¬ 
out. he peered attentively through the crevices of the 
palisades; and at the s;nne instant, while seeking his 
gun with one hand, with the other he shook the 
sleeping Chinese, and a couple of words, whispered in 
his ear, produced a magical cllect— 

“ The enemy !” The fat fellow started up as if under 
the influence of an electric stroke; but J’ulo Pulo’s 
hand was on his shoulder, and his menacingly raised 
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fiii?c'i* warned liim to bo cautious, and lo \Yalio flic 
other sloopora as quick!}' as possible. The iNIalav’s 
sliarp eye again perceived a suspicious niovemeiit in 
the bushes; and wlnle on the other side of the 
en('aiiij)inent the whining of tlie beast of prey, or 
tlie sound wliich bore sucli a striking I'esendilanee to 
it, was repeated, the Javan felt perfectly convinced 
that the Sumatrans were onlv trving to attract the 
attention of the garrison to this side, while intending 
to make their attack on the other. 

In th(' sliadow of their pahon lidri/r they could set 
their men without risk of being watched by thoM' out¬ 
side, who did not dare to advance too far; and Ibdo I’ulo 
now pointed their swivel at the sj)ot which the assail¬ 
ants wandd probably select for tln'ir llrst att.ack, as 
they could creep up to it without being detict('d. 

Tlicn taking his former jmsition, the ini'n remained 
thus in r(;adincs.s for half an hour, without hearing 
t!ie slightest sound, and the fearful state of excite¬ 
ment in winch they were was growing unenduraldc, 
'vlicn Ibilo I’ulo discovered tliat one of the enemy 
\'as climbing up a tree, through the rustling of ;i 
neighbouring bough, with the probable intention of 
examining the interior of the encamjjment ca’c they 
made a general attack. 

J’ulo I’ldo was not inclined to wait for this, and 
fir.st going round to advise all of the imminent assault, 
he returned to his place and stood with his gun 
Jiointed at the tree, until he clearly distinguished a 
(hark form in it, carefully bending back a hough, to 
have a better survey ^if the fort. At the next 
moment his rifle cracked, and with the rustling of the 
boughs which announced that ho had hit his mark. 
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the yelling var-ery of iho Sumatrans was lieard, and 
dusky forms bounded over the little cle.aring, and 
burled tbeniselves frantically against the palisades. 

I’nlo Pulo, lunvever, wbo bad foreseen the designs 
of tbe enemy with tolerable accuracy, bad Ibrown 
away bi.s gun, and hurried to tbe swivel, lie bad 
jiisl. picked up the tally-api lying by it, when fiv(! or 
•si.v beads became visible close together al)i)ve tbe 
])ali.sades, wbo wore saluted tin! nest moment bya 
deadly shower of bullets. Tbe sound of tbe cannon 
echoed so furiously and unexpectedly tbrougb the 
silent forest, that the enemy retired in terror to their 
hiding-places, and Pulo gained time to load again. 

But besides the swivel, the guns of tbe garrison 
bad carried dc.'atb into their ranks, at oidy a fi \v 
paces di.stanee. So unanticipated, too, bad been tbe 
resistance!, that tbe fugitives did not even carry olf 
their dead with them—a very unusual circumstance. 
But this caused Pulo Pulo—and very justly—to 
expect a second attack, and bis companions reniaineil 
niotioidess behind their bidwarks, not to expose them¬ 
selves unnecessarily to tbe over watchful foe. This 
precaution bad not been in vain, for the Sumatrans 
began to tire arrows from tbe thicket, at any spot 
where tbe flash of a gun revi'aled aii enemy ; and they 
were so well aimed,'that they struck Tebuning in the 
ear, wbo bad foolishly raised bis bead over the pali¬ 
sades to have a hasty look, and Tji-kandi in tbe 
arm, tbrougb tbe palisades. Fortunately they were 
not poisoned, or tbe garrison woidd have been lost, 
and tbe besiegers soon saw tjiat such annoyance only 
rendered tbe besieged more cautious, without being 
able to do them any injury. But they bad not yet 
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lip tlu'ir attack, and alter a shert n st, in wliic'i 
■I ji-kandi \ ielded tn llie (jliiet liopes that lhc \ h:i.| 
liaii a sickening, tliey rushed onci' again at the pali¬ 
sades, and not caring for tlu' shot from the swivel, 
wliicli killed two of their number, and was accompanied 
bv a saho from the small arms, five of them aelnallv 
snee('('ded in surmounting the palisadi's, and atlaeke l 
tlie besieged with khrises and war-clubs in their 
hands. 


CHAPTKR XX\Y. 

now riiANK MAllR AX ATTEMPT TO ESCAPE ON Ills 
OWN HOOK, AND SECC PE 1) EI). 

1 I'aiik I>y the fire. Tti.s thniiglits ainl hepe,.;, II,. t-i],, ,, 1.:. 

l.v siirjirisc, arid escaprx. Frank r:irrl<'H«»{!'t'n- natit** 
<ant»('it and returns to tlio stockade. His preseiH-o ther-* 
alters the state of tliingH. 

I'liANK, in Die meanwhile, lay bound under the tree', 
and gazed with gloomy de.spair into the glimmering 
ashes, on which his watchers now and then threw 
damp leaves, to keep uji a dense smoke and drive otf 
the persecuting tnusijuitoes. Tbev seemed to p:i_v but, 
little attention to him, and only to be engaged in their 
sirih-ehewing, and sending the red disgusting juice in 
every direction around them ; but for till that, tmt otic 
nf his movements escaped them, atul whenever hi' 
stirred, were itotily to alter his position or to turn bis 
liead on one side, their dark eyes were fi.xed upon him 
and watched him anxiously, until he again lay ijui t 
iiiid motionless. 

H 
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Hut if l>is \vatcli(;rs annoyed him no fiirtlior, tin; 
niusijuitoea did so all the more, as they buzzed round 
him in swariii.s, and were only partially dispersed by the 
smohe that passed away above his head. Fraidv made 
every po.s.sibl<; attempt to crscapc their painful siiiii's, 
but ho could oidy procure a few minutes’ peace by 
roll 111" over and over; the little tormentors rushed 
again and again upon him with indefatigable zeal. 

'I'lie two (Sumatrans- -of whom one appeared to be a 
chieftain, for his dress was of the fine.st stud', his tur¬ 
ban embroidered with gold, and in his belt he wore a 
really magiiilieent khris, richly set with precious stone.s 
—were in the meanwhile carrying on an animated 
conversation, of which Frank understood so much, by 
means of his kno\vledgc of IMalay, as to discover that 
t hey wi're talking about a boat, which lay on the beach 
opposite to them, which one wanted to look after while 
the other guarded the prisoner. ,\t last they agreed 
that oru' of them should go down to it, but that tlu' 
old chieftain—a muscular, broad-,shouldcred fellow— 
should n'uiain with the prisoner. 

Hut Frank was not much helped by this; for, 
with arms bound and an armed guard, it would have 
been madness to think of flight, had he not felt for a 
short time past that his bonds had become looser, 
probably through liis rolling from one side to the 
other, and gave him a prospect of liberating hi.s hand.', 
'fhe new flash of hope crossed his mind, but at the 
Sami' time, perfectly conscious that the slightest pre¬ 
cipitate mojvement would entail the most ruinous 
couseijuences, he determined on pretending to he 
asleep until one of his watchers had left; w hen only 
guarded by two eyes, a tavourable opportunity might 



ESCAPE or ruAXK. 


i;i:i 

j.i'i-liaps (iffi'f, w'liioli, brought up as bo b.ul boon 
in a good scliuul. be made up bis mind uol le K l 

His now tpiiet aud motionless post ure, wbieb (•o>t. 
bini lio little selt'-eommainl, owing to I be furious mus- 
ejuito stings, gained bim tins advantage that bis 
watebers were not induced to look after bis bonds ; 
anil after a wbile, oiu' of tbein fastened bis beadelolb 
tigiiii'r, drew bis sarong round bim, ami (putted tbe 
s|ii t, only armed witb bis kbris, wbile I'rank took ad¬ 
vantage of a favourable moment to ealeulate by tbe 
j'o.-itiun of tbe stars tbe exact direction in wbieb be 
bad gone. 

'I’iu' otber reintnned standing for some time near I lie 
stiioking lire, tben walked up to "tbe [irismier, wbo 
drew bis briaitb slonly and regularly, as if asleep, and 
laid bimself on tbe ground close to bim, wilb bis face 
turned towards bim. His kbris, wbieb, like all tbe 
muive.s, be wore on tlie left side, tbougb fir back, |iro- 
ba!>ly [iressed again.st bim, or else be was alraid of 
Uliuring it, for be drew it, togetber with tbe sbeatii, 
from bis belt, laid it under bis bead, aud .seemed 
iiiebued to await tbe return of bis eomrade in Ibis 
inaniier. I’lider such circumstances, k'rauk did not 
dare to make any attempt at tliglit, 

Tbe mus(piitoe.s tbirsted more and mon tor tbeir 
I'ie.id, and tbe .Sumatran, wboin they slung iuriousl\, 
at length jiniijied up witb a gently muttered eur.se, aud 
'■olleeted a ipiaiitity of wet leaves in order to inereaae 
tm- .'inoke. 

Ibit as soon as lie bad turned bi.s bai'k, tbe prison- r 
laa-.le renewed attemjita to free bis bands, ami e.ml i 
Scarcely suppress a cry of j-iy wbea they ^ieldeu to 
h2 ' 
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liis exertions, and lie was enaldctl to draw liis'ri'.dit 
liand otil of llio cord. At the same moment, the 
noise of tlio swivel fired by Pulo I’ldo tlinndered 
iliron"h the fon'.st, and the Sumatran started with 
alarm at the terrific sound. 

A more favourable moment would never occur for 
the prisoner, and his first movannentwas towards the 
lihris that lay near him. Fortnnat('ly ])laced, a (h'lise 
mass of smoke covered him from view ; and hurriedly 
draw in;; till' khris from the sheath, which he ]>laced in 
his b(dt, to cut his way in case of m'cd, he bounded 
into tht,‘ thicket, where he needed not fear pursuit. 

The Sumatran had not so entirely takini his atten¬ 
tion oir Frank, for lu' scarce sprang up when the 
savage turned towv.ird him. Hut the smoke hid t very 
object from his sight, and filled his eyes with wati-r in 
the bargain : still, firmly det('rinined in preventing the 
esca]ie of his pri.soner by all the means at his com¬ 
mand, he was jumping out of the simdu', when the 
voung man rushed upon him w ith his full weight, and 
hurled him to the ground. ISut he had found time to 
seize the clothes of the runaway in his iron grasp, and 
dragged him down w ith him ; and the latter would 
hardlv have e.si-aped, had he not in his di'sj)eration 
driven his weapon jnto the side of the savage, who 
loosed his hi>ld with a loud yell, and held his hand on 
the deadly wound. 

I'rank was free, and withdrawing from the clutches 
of the Sumatran, he followed at headlong speed the 
direction which he had seen his other watcher go 
previously. Hut when once in the forest, and exposed 
to no further pursuit, he cheeked his rapid course, 
listened attv'iitively that he might not foolishly fall 
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iiiVd flic hands of the n'lnaining savago, and soon had 
I he (iflight of c'lnorgiiig fri)m tlio I'oi'cst, and sooing 
the moon rollcctcd in the inii'ror-lihc aurfaco of tho 
1 /ay that lay st l•(■t^■hing out at his ihet. 

llo was still standing bonoath tlm shade of tin- 
oiitcniKist hushes, which begirded a broad strip of 
sanily beach, when he saw sonu'lhing moving at tin' 
^\a^l■r's eilge, and on stooj/ing tlown, searcidy daring 
to draw breath as lie did so, he noticed a dusky foian 
eoining n|) Iroin the sea, \t hiidi stopped scarcely ten 
pai-es I'roin liiin to listen, and then disappeared with 
hui'ried stejis in the thicket. 'I'lie Sumatran pa.ssed 
so close to the fugitive, that he could almost have 
toucheil him u it h his hand ; hut not Inn ing an idea of 
u hat had occurred during his ahsiojce, he now hurried 
hack to join his comraile, to c/msull with him about 
the prohahie cause of the fearful eiaish, and. perhaps, 
whether it would not he better to get rid of their 
jirisoniT by a eoujile of sttibs and then rejoin their 
friends. 

lint whatever his plans might have been, he was 
destined to lind him.sclf bitterly deceived, for his cap¬ 
tive was free, and had even discovereil their boats, to 
which he went down with a heating heart, as soon as 
the savage had ipiitted the beach. 

Jhght cauoi-s lay here close together, hound with 
strong ropes to a little mangrove-hush that boweil 
down to the water’s edge. Mach of tlicln was largo 
enough to carry eight men, although it was not likely 
so nianv had lamled here, and that some of them were 
intended to remove the bo.tty. But the smallest 
n iniher of men each would rc/ptire, to h.; properly 
managi'd, was three ; aud some of thefn had jirohahly 
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more, so lliat tlio wliolo band Avoiild eonsisl 
of 1)(‘t\v('(‘!i Iwciity and thirty natives. 

lint wliat to do now ?—tube one of the eano<'s and 
go to sea in it 'i “What would heeonu' <if his unlniii|n 
eoinrades in tlie ineanwldle, and how could |•’ranl^ lio|)e. 
with only one oar, to escape his jnirsiier.s f At tin 
sanie time, In could not take long to de<'ide. torlK'fore 
long the m.ti “ on hndino him escaped and hi-' own 
comrade murdered, could return and dimi,- him haef'. 
into the forest.. 

There appeareil to be another dilfumlty in the 
enrnmt, which, at the now rising lloot'-lide. ran wuli 
e.\traordinarv speed and force: the canoes wore dr:ig- 
ging fnriously at. thc' cords, and how would he he .able 
to make bis way..thnuigli this current r He still 
stood tortured by the painfid nneert.ainty .-i.s to wli.at 
lie sluiuhl do, when the second shot thundered through 
tho forest, and to his joyful snrjirisi' lie di.seoiered 
thill the eiirreiil, whieli he had till then fim-iia! was 
opposed to him, would bear him din el, am! W'lh t!u‘ 
S|)e('d of an arrow, to the sjiot w liere t lieir little fort 
must he situated, jiiilging from the sound of the shot. 
Onee there, he did not doubt hitt that he could reach 
it nnpereeived, as he only reipiired to follow the 
narrow tnotiiitain stream upwards ; attd with this deter¬ 
mination he jiitnped into one of the largest canoes 
lying there, in order to bo able to use it eventually for 
tlicir eonitmm escape. 

And if the natives were to come itpon bis track and 
follow iti thc other canoes?—AVhy. hang it, instead of 
cutting only one away, ho might as well let them all 
drift ; and hurriedly executing his seheme, he threw 
the oars, exeept six which be kept in his own boat. 
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overboard, and had tlie pleasure of’ seeing; thinn dril’t, 
away at a ^reat spcvd : then drawing Ids khris, he enfc 
through the rope wiiieh had held the tittle llotilla. 
At the next instant the canoes glided away t'roin tin- 
tiank, and th.en, s(‘i/ing his paddles, he guided his own 
eiiiioe towards tlio shore, in whose dark slaidow la- I’an- 
eii U Idinsell' inoi'e secure, keeping exactly the dirc'ction 
fiotn wiiieh the soniii! had come, and alienee he again 
Iteard the ilisi-harge of .small arms, as if pointing out 
his track. Tin.' other canoes he left to their fate :iiid 
to the current. 

\\ hat si'areelv .‘■'lx men eonhl h.ave eHi'eted at e!)h- 
■,i(ie with the gnati'st exertion, lahonring against the 
stream, he now i‘n''i'ti‘d like ehihl’s play with its 
a.s.-islani-i' Like an aiuMw, 1 he sharidy-eut canoe glided 
ii'ong tile coast, vition who,se shade he soon reei'gnisi d 
till-stream th.it .snp[ilied water to their encampment, 
while it reipnred some exertion to turn the little hark 
into it. In this he succeeded, however, iiiid the noise 
oi'the .still raging contest did not snlfer him to he 
long diHihtful a.s to his course; so seizing one of the 
narrow, shar|>-edged )>addles as otl'ensive and di.'feiisive 
weiipoii, he sjuaing ii]) the bank with hasty stejis. 
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ClIAPTEE XXY. 

JK>W TIIK IlKSlKOEl) KJ;rT TUE I'lEl.l), EUT WEUE 
EOKCEl) TO QUIT IT. 

iirf^ fi'diii SurTiiitni. T>i‘alh of tlie (‘liinaiii.'iii. Tin y aiv 
]'i<-k(‘<l op l.y an jAim-rican ship. Frank scIh sail f<»r 
Anii'iica. 

We l(;ft the little garrison .at the moment when the 
enemy were lea])ing over the palisades at two dil- 
I'ei’ent jioints, and I'aneicd that they had gained the 
victory thereby ; but the besii’geJ wen? well aware 
that, if conquered,, they would bo infallibly lost; and 
as they were well provided with .arms, for each of them 
bad a second gun lying by their side, they threw 
themselves boldly on their a[»[)roaching foe, who found 
themselves so unexpectedly sainted and driven back 
by their fire-arms. Three of the live fell before their 
bullets; the third was levelled by the butt-end of 
i’uK) I’ido’s musket, just as he was trying to [lierce 
him with ids spear; and the fifth escaped with dilll- 
eulty the stabs of the two Malays. 15 ut others fol¬ 
lowed after, for the garrison, engaged with .an internal 
foe, had not time to guard the palisades, and Piilo 
J’ulo Ibund himself suddenly attacked by two other 
warriors, who bad sjirang over the palisades, while 
a third was raising himself over the shar[) breastwork 
behind him,.and was just jumping over with the khris 
ln'tween his teeth, when a blow from without struck 
him on the forehead. The khris slipped from his teeth 
and fell into the oueampmeut, while the senseless 
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of tlic warrior followed it, and a loud, clu'oiy 
liurrah—tlu' war-cry of the Eiiropoaiia, with whii-hlhc 
iidialiitaiits of the coast were oul_v too familiar—tilled 
the hearts of the foe with a panic terror, and gave 
the besieged fresh hopes. 

It was Fraiih, who arrived just at the right time, 
with the sharp ])addle in his hand, to give tlu' battle a 
most healthy ehang(>; for the Sninatrans, (lei;ei\a‘d by 
the strange shout, and fearing a new foe when they 
had tlieir hands already full with the old one, sought 
to eseapiv in every direction, lest they might be sur¬ 
rounded and cut to pieces. I’ulo I’ulo was at first 
suriirised, and really believed, with the enemy, (hat a 
new ri'iuforeement had come to his assistance by some 
wondrous interposition. He bad yet thought of the 
young (i< rinan, whom he imagined dead long before. 

J'r.ank. however, who clearly saw tliat they only 
owed ihcdr temporary rescue to the surju'ise of the 
moment, and that they would bo hardly able to resist 
a second attack, which they might eonlidently e.v|)('ct, 
collected (ho little band, who were busily engaged in 
reloading their guns beinaith thiv tree, told them t hat 
he Imd a ctinoe lying at the monlli of the stream, and 
heggeil them to follow him to it as ijuiekly as possible, 
witli all they could carry. 

lint whither? No matter, oidy awtiy from this 
coast, where, when once discovered, they eouiil not 
escape death or slavery. AVorse eouhl not occur to 
lliem out ;it sea; and now the wondron.sly-ae(piired 
canoe oli'ered them at least a prospect of safety. 

Besides, they had several wouiuled: Tehuning !iad 
a l.inee thrust through his shoulder, one of the .Maltns 
a khris wound iu the arm and the side, and both felt 
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thcnisclvos so exliaust('(l,tliat, wlien tlio first (‘xclfOincnt 
oftlic contest was passed, the Cliinose fainted, and the 
Malay also laid liiiiiself under the tree, through the 
pain his wound caused him. 

There was, consequently, no time to lose; aiid if the 
Sumat rails had ventured to renew the attack just them 
the little hand could not have withstood them. I’lilo 
I’lilo soon formed his determination ; pulling u]i the 
palisades on one side,to have a free jiassage, he seized 
the .sen.seless Chinese, and followed the young Euro¬ 
pean, w ho had loaded himself w ith as many cocoa-nut.s 
as he could carry, to the fortunately not far distant 
canoe; the Hlalay was supported by the otlier, and 
Tji-kaiidi formed the rear, w ith a basket full of juicy 
fruits. The wounded once on board, they all rehinied 
ipiickly and quietly to the camp, to lay in a few prov i¬ 
sions and arms; but they only collected in their ni r- 
Yous haste what lay clo.se to hand. Threatened by a 
savage foe. they did not know whether they might not 
be attacked again at any inomcnt,and their last ehaiiec 
of flight cut off. Once in the boat and out in the open 
bay, carried by the current, that set to the north, 
further and farther from their foes, they felt them¬ 
selves saved, and paddled out slowly and regularly to 
sea, where they could only hope to meet with a ship, 
which would save them from the danger^ that had 
impended over tlieui for days. 

And they did not allow themselves a moment’s rest, 
for dawn was already breaking in the east; and if they 
were discovered from the shore, they still ran the risk 
of being pursued and captured by their embittered 
cm-mies. lint when the sun at length rose over the 
glittering surface of the sea, aud the land lav at a 
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I'c.nsMi'rnblp (lisfaiu-o in tlicir rear, and not a ainoK- 
boat was visible on tlic shore, tln'j’ bn-atlied IVeelv 
oMC-e again, and tlie danger whieh tliey still ran of 
having their heavily-laden boat swamped by a wave— 
evi'ii the possibility ol' falling into the hands ol‘some 
other pirates—appeared to them, when com])ared with 
tlie certain death tiny had eseaped the jtrevions niglit, 
much too insignilieajit to till their hearts with appre¬ 
hension or anxiety'. 

15 nt there was one on board whom the fre.sh air and 
the sunlit sky would not long benellt. 'rehuning, tlie 
('binese, after recovering, and at first possessing suffi¬ 
cient strength and consciousness to take his jilace in 
the bows, and so not impede the rowers, had grow n 
worse and worse, and Tji-kandi, who possessed some 
acijuaintaiice with the pathology of wounds, shook his 
head seriously, and asserted that the point of the spear 
had been poisoned. At the same time the sun began 
to burn hotter and hotter over their heads, the 
wounded man t.alked incoherently, and threw himsidf 
about once or twice with such •’iolence that he nearly 
upset the little boat; but his strength soon gave way, 
and an hour later he could no longer raise his arm.s, 
or even his head. Frank stoojied down over him, to 
])our some cocoa-milk into his mouth, but though his 
lips burned feverishly, he could not swallow the 
refreshing draught. 

For a long while he l.ay there motionless and silent, 
and only the gentle rattling of his lijis showed that 
he still breathed, llis shoulders were terribly swollen 
and his face sufl’used with blood: all at once it seemed 
as if he had regained consciousness—he attempted to 
raise himself, and his glance Hew timidly from one to 
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llie otlior, and tlicii over tlic unriifflcfl surface o'f tlie 
sea; but it was only for a uioineut—the last stru!,fglt’ of 
life with death—and when lie fell back on his bed, he 
strcitehed himself, and fixed his glassy eyes on the 
a/.ure vault of lieaven, whicli smiled above him for the 
last lime with its sunny light—he was dead. 

d’lie little eomjiany sat sil^mt and sorrowful, with 
their jiaddles drawn in—one had again dejiarted from 
among tliiun, and death seemed to demand vietiiii 
aftiT victim, in slow but certain succession. The 
..Malay, too, had grown very ill, and in gloom}' silence 
Ihe men sat, thinking it might not be long ere the 
clear sea coviTcd them all. They did not, however, 
dare to sit (hiiiking for long, when the moment 
demandi'd dec'ds. . 

“ 'I'hrow the corpse overboard!” Pulo fhdo said, in 
a low voice, which all heard, howi'ver: “we have 
nothing to hind on his feet. -May Allah grant him 
jieaee ! Over with him.” 

'rji-kandi and t'rank, to whom this was addressed, 
silently raised the body on the gunwale of the boat, 
and the IMalay held it there a moment, to mutli'r a 
whi.sjx'red prayer: the he;irt of the \oung Knro[)e:in 
w:is also ready to burst, .and his eye was iixed in 
fervent pnxyer on the blue, bright sky. A Christian 
and a JIoh:immedan were pnxying fertile soul of their 
Ihigiin comrade, and neither of them thought that 
God emdd make a distinction between them, ilis- 
fortune brings us more closely together: whim far 
away in a strange world, surrounded by the wonders 
of the -Mmighty, we only think of the all-loving God 
. above, and it does not occur to us tluit lie can imdvo 
a ditfereuce between llis childivu because one bows to 
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Ilio oust, tho oUior to llio ivost, iu pravinE; to Him -- 
for tlioy arc all lli.s cliildron. 

After tile sliort prayer was ended, tlic two lowered 
till- body slowly into tbe water: but they did not 
look :ifter it ao:iin -they bad no weight to bisten to 
its feet, and they knew timt it would rise again to the 
surface, a eert:iin and welcome jirey for the fishes. 
J’ulo I’ulo .also lifted his paddle from llu' water, and 
bowed his he.ad, :»s the canoe slowly moved jaist the 
body; but tben, setting to work hastily, the four men 
worked with :dl their strength to !e;iv(i the corjiso 
behind. 

Hut with this it seemed that their trouble.s wen' to 
terminate, for a favouring star heneefortli presided 
over their destiny. I'ollow ing theip 1 rack in jierfeetly 
calm wc.'ilher out to sea, they p;iddled ini'i'ss;intly, 
in spite ot'llu-heat, till evening, when I’ulo I’ulo sud¬ 
denly sjining up, and with a shout of joy announeed a 
sail. He was not mist:d<en ; :it a giaait disbinee from 
them still, but, as could bo ele:irly distinguished, hold¬ 
ing a direct course towards them, the high imisls id’ 
an European or American ship gradimlly rose, but 
the wind died almost entindy aw.ay, and the night fell 
upon them ere they had dniwn near enough to see 
the hull from their canoe, and eonseijuently they could 
not ho])e to be •seen from it. Itirectly jifter sunset, 
the breeze freshened, however, and I’ulo I’ulo took 
one of the still unused ]):uldleH, broke it in pieces, 
and simrpening one end, ho began rubbing if- ijnickly 
agiunst tbe other, while throwing his whole weight 
upon it. In a few minute.s a light smoko rose, jind 
tbe rubbed portion of the wood grew bhiek, and some, 
ten niimites after, the tine sawdust produced by tbe 
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friction cauglit iiro. A piece of cocoa matting, wliich 
the Malay wore for a Avaist-b('lt, was soon kindled fiMiii 
it, and it was an <'asy task to produce a bright flame 
with some finely shred wood. 

This fire they cautiously kept up, until tlu'y clearly 
saw the outline of the whole vessel on the bright 
horizon, and fhen they fed the flame, fill it burnt up 
firmly with pieces of wood cut off another jiaddle, as 
well as one of their spear-handles. At the same time, 
they joined f heir voices in one loud shout, and fired 
their guns several times, although the wind blew 
frojn f he vessel, and they could scarcely hope to bo 
heard. 

Hut the fire had been seen—one of the peojile on 
board, who had mounted the shrouds to bring down 
some linen hung up there to dry, had seen the illumi¬ 
nation and told the captain of it. lie did not put 
much faith in it at first—they mightbi> hostile prahus, 
which w ith their long guns had often proved dangerous 
to even larger vessels, and wore off to get more sea- 
room ; but the rising moon illumined the water sulll- 
eientlytolet them see fhe single boat, then at so .short 
a distance from tliem, and on drawing nearer, they 
also heard the shots and shouts. 

The bows now fell pll'thewind, straight in the direc¬ 
tion of the light, flashing over the sea: on the bowsiirit 
a sailor as stationed, to call out to the helmsman, 
when they had run near enough, or if he noticed 
anything suspicious. To leewards several of the 
cri'w were posted, to throw a roj)e as they passed 
to the l)oat, or raft, or whateter it might be, and 
when they came up to them the captain backed his 
foresail. 
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I’hc lino PlOw out, auJ was seizoJ and liold (innly 
In- tho arms joyf'nllv holdout to ilioin ; alow nunntos 
hiUT tho littlo boat lay on tho loo of tho ship, ono of 
tho linos was fastonod round tho body of tho wonmh'd 
INIalay, to lift him on board, and whon I’ulo I’ulo had 
handod tho last tldngs out of tho oanoo io ono of 
llu' sailors, ho loosonod the rope and olimbod on 
board. Wlion tho yards again flow round, and tlio 
sails llllod, the oanoo roinainod bohind in tlio aossoI's 
traok, and only tho tiro still buniing in ils bow, am' 
whioh had sot on liro tlio thwarts, "hannod like a pale 
slarlloaling on tlio water, till il also disajipoari'd.in 
tho darkness and mist. 


CJl.MTElt XXVI. 

HOW I'llANK HKTf li.NED HOME, ,\M) WAS (THEI) 01 
HIS EUNOINO I,N A MOS'l' V MM.E.AS.A ST WAV. 

I•'r.■lnk sav-f to Tji-kanili. Arri\'.’it in Ikf.-Jtoii. t'ii' 

cliicfOiin's kliris. t'rauk inukts a taiMain. lie mviot- 

liis lioiin*. Sad oliaii^e.s. .His llcloii lias disajiHoared. tr.aik 
turns jdaiitor. 

The ship, whioh canio from Singapore and was home¬ 
ward bound, was an .Viiicrioan brig, wilh a oargo for 
Ihnsloii, and tho skipper kindly ofl'cri d to t.ake tho litih; 
band, whoso advonturos Frank had dosoribod to him, 
to that oily. 'J'lio iJalays, however, earnestly desired 
to bo landed in ono of tho Ilng'ish or Dutoh Indian 
ports, in order to return to their homos, and Captain 
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Slficnin promised to run in to I’ulo Penang, an 
Englislv setllement, and land tliern tlierc; Avith 
the next nionsoon tluT would have opportunities 
ev('ry week to return to Java, xvithont being ex- 
poscal If) any other dangc'r than that of the wind and 
waves. 

Praidv liad given np his design of reniaiiiing in 
linlia: tlie homeward-bound sliip, xvhich would put 
into ])ort only a few miles from the spot where he had 
sp<'nt the greater ])ortion of his youth, and where 
friends v'ery dear to him still rc'sided, awakened all Ids 
old sweet rendniseenees; and though the golden 
dreams, with whieh he had .set forth in the land of llio 
rising sun had not been realized, and la; returned to 
his home as ])oor ;is when he left it, and only rieh in 
exp(‘rienee through the wild adventures he had wit¬ 
nessed ; still he brought back his strong, sound limbs, 
and with those, he knew well, he could everywhere 
establish his own home. 

few days l.atiT the hrig reached the island of 
Penang, opjatsite the coast of Malacca, and I'lank took 
a cordial farewell of his old eompaidons, of whom 
Tji-kaudi eoidd scarce part with him. The fat Malay, 
indeed, hesitated a long while, whether he should not 
go with his young friend to his cold northcj-n home, 
and live with him there; but the thought of his own 
hainhoo hnt , embowered in palms and pisang, possibly 
dispelled every idea of this nature, for when the others 
W('re seated iu tlu? boat, and he still stood on deck 
undecided, and holding the young man’s hand tightly 
i'laspcd, he suddenly began shaking bis head, and 
tbeu glided down the rope into the boat, as if lie 
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■Aafraid of being left bebind, or wen' ne| mdie 
fi rlain wlietbor be should iiol remain there of his own 
aecord. 

\n hiMir lat(T the boat returned aboard, everv -ai! 
nas set, and tlie sliip cleft its rapid way ihnuioh t';e 
waf er.s. 

The voyage was perfiirmed safel_\ andwilhout anv 
further adxeiiture.s : the brig was a good sailer, .'ind in 
spite of rather a violi'iit storm at tliet'ape.wliichcom- 
]'i llei! them to lay t o tor t hree da\ s iiiiiler elosi lx re: ‘fi d 
s.-iil, they doubled it s;dely. and :irtei' a vox agi' of I ID 
(lays readied Cajie Cod, and cast aiiehor for the lii-'t 
tune again oil'.Boston, in .American ixalers. 

Frank xvas in the unpleas;int iiosition id' '’,.;ng 
forced to l.-ind on the bro.-ul continent of .tnieraa 
’.xilhout a h:df])enny ; the oidy thing he had hr ingl'l 
back xvilli him was the Miris belonging to the .Suma¬ 
tran chiefl.'dn, whose hilt xxa.s riddv gilded a;id 
aj'pearcd very heavy, and W!is in iiddilion set with 
handsome stones. The Ainerietin captain had told 
him the wea[)on was much more valnahle than he 
imagined, for the Indian chieftains frcipicntly c\- 
] ended enormous sums on these \x capons, which were 
made heirlooms, and remained in pos-essimi of the 
fandlv at any cost ; hnt l■'rank w;is nnwillitig to part 
with it. for he hoped to be soon’able to earn a few 
dollars bv the lidiour of bis bands. 

For till tbat, on arriving at Boston, be went to a 
jexvidler’s, tix impiire after its ]'rob:d)!e v.'diie. He 
had fancied the iiiiin woidd estimate it at ten or 
fifteen dollars, but scarcely believed bis (>ars, when the 
jexveller, after a long and carefid ('Xaminalion, otl'ered 

H 
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liiin 1 ,r)00 dollars for it., and wlicii lie atU'inpti'd toli'avt,' 
the sfiop in utter aniazeineiil,, advaiieud to 2,000, 2,500, 
and finally to ft,000 dollars. 

I'rank liail, however, been too inueli about among 
strangers for the last years to be easily taken in, 
and eoiivineed that the khris, if the first jeweller 
offered him such an enormous sum for it, must cit- 
taiuly h(> worth .still more, lie decided on not accepting, 
just at. present, the money, which, with his modi'st 
ideas, would make him a rich man, but on first making 
careful impiiries as to how much he miglit expect 
iidriv for tlie gold ami the coloured atom's, lie did 
not. exactly understand in what the enormous value of 
such ornameuts consisted. 

I’or this purpose ho now walked into the main 
street (d’the city, and into one of the largest jewiller’s 
shops he could find there. I'hero were [lurchasers in 
the shop, and the young fellow, shabbily dressed in 
sailor’s clothes, had no attention jiaid him ; the ladies 
weri' selecting some ornaments, and could not decide 
nhat to have, until the old gentleman who accom¬ 
panied them—for the jexfeller. look no notice of him— 
turned kindly to him and asked what he might want, 
as he appeared to be tired of waiting. 

Frank, who felt grateful for this polite address, 
took the khris from bis belt, and showing it to the 
old gentleman, told him that he had come to impure 
its precise value. 

The strangi'r’s exclamation of surprise, w hen he saw 
the valuable jewelled weapon, soon brought thejewdler 
to his side, and in admiration they regarded the 
splendid xvork, as well as the rich glittering stones 
with which the hilt was thoroughly covered. 
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I’r.'ink ^vas td ^iv(' iliom a full accuunt. of 

how he h:ul hccoiiii' possossod of it. aiol wIoto ho 
oaiiio from, ami tiio vouiii; follow’s tiriL;!ii. opoii oyo, 
as woll as his smi-bunit sliiii, woro a guaraiitoc that 
ho spoho tlio truth. 

I'r;uik soon fouml that ho had done wol! in rofusini» 
tho lirr,t olfor iiiado liiin, for tho prosont jowollor, a 
I'roiirhm.an and ('xoollonl judoo of ]irooious sfono.s, 
1;t\od tho va.lno of tho woajKin, in diainonds .•iiid jowoi.s 
ahpiio, at Il.tHH) dollars, whi(di tho old ^ontlonian 
oll’oroil to p.av him in ca.sh, if ho aonhl romain a. 
o'liipio of ilavs in tlio oilo, and ihM not ri'ooivo ;i holtor 
olli-r. At tho sanio timo ho in\itoil him t‘) oomo ami 
"tay at his hou.si', and advancod him s'lmo money to 
dri ss him respootahly. 

It oan !o o<inooivod liow oladlv tlio Minno man 
aooopt<'d suoh a friondl_\ olfor; ho ri'inainod a fort- 
iiiydif in his house, and wa.s troa'.od (piito lilo.' a mom- 
hor of till' family; so niueh did they love tho vouno, 
hono.st had, x\ 111 ) liad o.vporionood suoh oxtraoialinary 
advonturos, and desorihod them so plainly and mo- 
dosily. lint lie oonld not hoar to romain any lonoor, 
for his heart drew him westw.ards, to tlie hooly hank.s 
of the Hudson. Then, he eonld jmrohase latid, esta- 
hlish a farm, and evontuaily—ah!,Inks ho.art hounded, 
when he thought of tho W'oll'rams and hi.s littlo friend 
Helen, hut lie really did not know what jilans passt.'d 
thrimoli his mind. Helen must hare orown very tall 
and pia ttt ■ tind old \\ (diram ? Frank hlushed for 
the old man, when he thought of the evening when 
A\’{dfram had stolen tho old man’s treasure, and had 
thus driven him out into the wide, wide world ; hut 
he felt no tinger, no disgust ag.aiust him—all was past 
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ami gone, and old Wolfram was at any rale lli len’s 
father. 

'file old gentleman bought the lihris of him, and 
T'ranlv depo.-^iled tlie moni'y by hi>: adviee in lloston, 
iinlil he h;id some good purpose 1o put it to, and then 
need only call it in. Hut although he felt grieved to 
[liirt from tlui vvorlliy liian, lu' was glad to (piit the 
litrgi' city, so strange to him. 11(' longed to s(ie tho 
wooils oue(' again around him, and the ti'ain which 
bore him homewai-ds trivelled almost toi) slowly for 
him. 

On tho ne.xt morning, ho set out from .Mbany on 
boiird the steiimer for tlui little town of Hudson, and 
then walked huri'iedly toward.s the little colony, with¬ 
out making bim.-'elf known to any of liis former 
friends, or even asking bow those fired to whom he 
was so mueli iiltiiched. i\h ! he still knew every 
road and lane, every stone in the path, ('very over¬ 
hanging braueh. But the buslu's had grown taller, 
new houses and firms had been built, a few trees he 
had loved had been felled : the small stream, on which 
such beautiful flowers once grew, was sti'pped np, and 
covered with beams and dii.st, for an enterprising set¬ 
tler intended to build a mill over it ; and when he at 
last ri'aehed the old well-known stile, where he had 
lilaved as a child, and had afterwards hiuiself cut the 
birch pides, which served as a balustradi; to the roiigh- 
liewn board thrown across, he found—and the tears 
stood in his eyi's, when he discovered tho iiiiprovctnrnt 
—an eleg.antly formed, painted bridge over the noisy 
stream, and the large moss-covered stone, which had 
formerly held the upper end of the plank, strijiped 
of its covering, and now painted white, in order that 
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pri'so'tis iniijht aioid it at night, and luit stuiuhli' 
over it. 

]!(.■ had now rcadiod the spot whore his graiid- 
liitherV house liad sto<id- stood?—I'hev liad left the 
spot still there, hut instead of the dark grey shingle 
roof, whieh had tiirinerly been emhowi'ivd anioiig tall 
chestmit and hickory trees, he now found a gailv 
painted brick building, with a bright red tiled roof, 
alid the ti'ees around had been cut down, to make 
room for a young, but still very seedy-looking orchard. 

Frank 1 urned away-- he could not again enter the 
house, for it summoned up too sorj-ou ful reminiseener‘.s 
— towards Wolfram’s farm. Hut even tin' hushes, 
which had lormciiy stood betwi'cn the two fai'ins, and 
where the old man liad Imried hif motiev, were now 
rooted uji and the gi'onud fenced in- the few \ear.s 
liad clfected an i’\l raoi-dinary change in the little 
I'olonv, and Frank could not I'ceognise the spot. 

'rrembiing with neiwousiiess ami c.veitcment, he 
walked along :i broad path, which hiusi lead to Wol- 
iram’s farm. There still stood the small house- his 
heart hounded jo_\ fully- -the sanu' he had so often and 
so gladly mitered, (lod be praised, that spot at least, 
had not been all'ected In all these I'hanges, and the 
AFolfrains'r — i!nt behind he saw a huge new build- 
ing—-had In- built so tine a house to li\e in, and made 
all tlie.si- iiiiprovements r A few minutes must procure 
him certainty on all these subjects, and he ran rather 
than walked along the pathway. As’ow he had reached 
the cottage, but the door was closed, which he hail 
always before found open ; his hand wa.s on the hasp, 
but he did not dare to open—ha! what was that ?— a 
horse was whinnying within. 
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“ ITalloo, yomif; sir, iiiul who do you \v;inl ” a 
voice slioiih’d at tliis Tiionu'iit: and tiiniiiiE; round 
liurricdly, lu- saw a iiiulalto in an ostler’s jacket and 
a little red capon Ids laaid, coiniii!]; nj) to him. 

“ I’m looking for ]\Ir. AVoHVain’s family,” said 
Prank, in surprise, to the jicw corner. 

‘‘ [n the stabler'” laughed the mrilatto ; ‘'yoii’li 
hardly lind him there.” 

“ .\ stable?” Prank shouted in ama/.enient, an'd 
the yellow lidlow opened the door t.o him with a broad 
grin. 

“ Then perhaps they live in that house ? ” ln‘ said, 
after a short |)ause, with new ho])c. “ .Mr. WollVam 
has ])crhaj)s hi'cmne a rich man, and has 

The yellow one.,shook his head, and said, as he 
closed tlu' door again : 

“ If the jwrson’s name was AVolfram \yho formerly 
Indd this farm, he’s gone to liOnisiana ; tlm j)resent 
owiKTof this jdaee islMr. iMorton, from Tenessee -\re 
came here about thirteen months laudi.” 

And as if he had said enough, and wished to break 
oil’ any further conversation, he shoved his hands in 
his ])oekets, and walked whistling towards the large 
house, which was, probably, the family residence, lint 
Prank turned away mournfully, and walked slowly 
back to the village, without looking after.;i singh' one 
of his old acquaintances: ;ill was so fiairfully clainged 
in companitively so short a time, th:it he laid imt the 
heart to ask :ifterany one else, :ind he w:>s only recog¬ 
nised by a few, and heartily welcomed in Hudson. 

But what he had heard from the muhitto w:is con¬ 
firmed here. AVolfrain, who had suddenly obtained a 
BUin of ready money, no one knew how, seemed to 
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liiH'D so tornu'iifi'd liy ll\o ciiriosity oi' Iiis 
liiuirs, tiKit, he sold his liltlo hinn, and took shi|i 
.".I ]>ostoii for >>’e\v (Drloaiis, wluTO he, it was said, 
iiitended to htiy a eottoii and suoar plantation. No 
e.ne knew anythin'; more ahont. him. 

And should I'rank remain here, wlieri^ all, all was 
strange to him? The )>lans he had firmerly firmed, 
]]ow he wonlil hiiy a farm here anil e.stahlish his home, 
ajipeared to him now not exaellv snilahle. liewa.s 
still too yonna:, tind the northern eonntrv, when 
stri|i|iej of the hack oround with whieh he had in¬ 
vested it, (lid not a[i[)ear to him so ple.'.sanf as he had 
! oiried, when he thoin;ht of the tropical lands he liad 
visited. ,\t least, he said thus mneh in his own evense ; 
:.nd when he told his friends iii Jlndson that he 
iiitended to return to I’osion and reynlaie his money 
niiitiers. he was lirm!_\ determined to take adiantaoe 
of tile first sliip, and also oo to Xcw Orleans. It was 
]iossihle that lie mi^ht find AVolfram’s trad, and the 
old man could give liim the hest adtice how to lay out 
Ins moiiey. 

Old Wolfr.im : Xo, he f'lt a liorror of the imin, and 
yet lie longed to see his family, he could seiireely 
explain why. lie would mit confess to himsell even, 
that the magnet of attraction^ was Helen, whose 
eididish pe.re he.'irt, and sweot temper, h.id so Irc- 
ijneiitlv consoled the lad, when sorrow and ili'sjiair 
weighed liim down. She was in truth the only being 
that had taken an interest in him ; who had loved anti 
Consoled him,a [lour orpiian, like a faithful sister ; and 
he who knows the misery and de.solateness of .standing 
alone in the wide world, and having no one—no one 
who rejedees when we eouie, or I'eels borrow when we 
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depart—lie will iliul it easily e.V| liealile, (hat the 
stran/^er no longer eared for the place wliieli he once 
called his hoiiic, and that ho longi'd to be far away 
from it, socking lor a more friendly abode. 

In Boston he oidy remained a single day on this 
occasion, for a schooner sailed the very ne.At morning 
for Xcw (>rlcans, in which he immediately took his 
pa'sage, The voyage was r.ipidly and sal'ely accom- 
jiiislied; blit. I'rank Wildman soon found himself iis 
dcsolati' in the “ (Jueen City of the South,” as the 
magnificent N'ew Orleans is called by the Aiiierleans, 
as he had recently hi'eu in Hudson. Though he found 
traces ('f the AVolframs, he found nothing more, and 
ev('ry altcmpt to discover them anywhere in the 
immense slate was fruitless. Tiny had eei’tainly 
landed at New Orleans, hut had then gone up the 
ri\er in one of the Nlississiiipi steamers, and, according 
to some, settled below lia/oi/ llovjjc, a small town on 
the Mississippi; according to others, at False Uiver, 
or /ve.v.se lurih'c, in the vicinity of the settlement of 
Poiiilr ('iiiijii'r ; but I’rank could not find the exact- 
spot, and after wandering to ito pnrpo.si- about that 
neighhourh{K)il, which jileased him exees.sively, he 
finally determined on remaining there, and eventually 
settling on the mtije,stic river, which has such a 
magical charm over all who have once visited it. 
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CllAlTHR XXVll. 

IN \M1HI! TRANK .MEETS WITH A NlMl'.EI! Ol l.l,!) 

AtTil'AI.NT \.NCES A.M) NEW A H V 1.NTT ItES. 

'.\ii iiik'rv.'H of five ytiiiiN. Frank lias Inaviiif a kuici owni i. 
r.ayon Sarali. T’ko Initol. 'I’wo str.'ina'*' I.'nlii'.s. I'lviijk 
niaki's .a ili.scovcry. He overlu-ai-s a eonvers.-itiim. T'lie |>l:in 
for tiju rolibery. 'I’lie .snjijier liible. J''r;ink ree<.o,jiw(.,s aii obi 
frieiiil. 

The Tc'iulor iMiisl now liiinlly iiiiiioini' ihc _\i ;irs |)a.sl, 
tluriiio wliidi ]’’nink went, tljrouL'Ji a n’oular i-ouinc iif 
a]i|in'nlircsliip in flu' life, of tlu' sonllicni i.'lanlatiniis 
on tlie Atcliafala}a—a s|i(rios of proinalnrc [liia.s.a^o; 
of the Mis.sissiiipi into tl](i (Jiilf of i^rexieo- and pri'- 
parcil liiinsidf famously for ma)iaoin:^ an cstiito of In.s 
own. IMonoy alone- docs not qualify us to fill any pi>.'t ; 
we must first aequire the knowledge, in wfiafever rani; 
oi‘ life it 1)0. ITiless a landlord is willinif to trust to 
his peiipK', insjM-etors and ovi-rsei-rs, into wliose liamls 
he is deliven-d, wln-tlier they di-al hom-stly hy him or 
^n-adn.’illy rnin his e.state.s, he innst understand alfairs 
thorouohly; for tliis jenrpose si-rve from thi; pike 
upwar Is, and umh-rstand even the most trivial matt' rs 
thoroui,djly; afterwards he can .say th:it lie stands 
iiuh-jn-ndeiil ill the world, and can oeeupy the situa¬ 
tion into whieh cireumstunee.s or his own free will 
havelironeht him. The artisan must first liave been an 
ajiprenliet-—the .skipper, hoy and sailor—and any one 
who passes over these first steps as umieeessary must 
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iiol- imfivqiK'iidy turn back and begin again in bis old 
days, or pay bitterly for bis neglect. 

I'b-ank bad been clever enough not to tell a send 
that be had xnoiicy al bi.s di.spo.sal, and ivisliia! to pnr- 
cba.se a [elantalion ol' bis owJi : one after the other 
would have bei'ii rcconnnended to liini, and be wo old 
never have known certainly wbetber people meant 
honestly by liiin, or only wislual to get rid i.d" tlunr 
land at a bigb j)rice. 'J’lins it catno about, that in live 
years lie could take advantage of an opportunity, w hen 
a. planter was forced lo sell bis plantation, sitmited 
bi'lween the Atchafalaya and the conilnenco of tin; 
b'alse .Kiver with tlu? l\lississip])i, wliicli Frank knew 
lo be valuable, and on tin? very jiext day be found 
himself entire ownenof a large, though very neglected 
sugar plaidation, wdiicli be man.agid himself, and which 
after tin; Ih’st year ]iromised to repay him the w hole 
fortune which the former owner had dissipated by 
riotous living and utter neglect of his duties. 

It- was th<-turn of the second year sinci' Fi'ank had 
undertaken the management of his own ])lanlation, 
when he nduriu'd one day from a business journev, 
which had taken him to llayou Sarah, a little town 
just- opjiosite Point t'onpee, and determined to pass the 
jught at the li'rry hotgl in the latter town, to await a 
mercantile friend who was going to arrive" that even¬ 
ing with the mail steamer from Aew Orleans. 

In the hotel he found everybody much busi('d: two 
ladies had arrived from the interior of the country, 
from one of the bayous that pours into the lied Puver, 
accomi)aiui'd by a negro and a mulatto woman, to go 
tlow n to A'ew Orleans with the morrow ’s mail .steamer. 
The hotel people a])pearedto know them, aud spoke a 
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'."I'.'Ai ilc.'il .‘ilioiii llic wcallh (if llu- oM V. iilow, wlio wa.-. 
aliiml 1i) ([uit li()iii.-;iana ami roUini to I'lic o!' l!u' 
iiortlirrn .slates. 

[’rank .■^al at t.'ibli* iiiaknii; iiji for his lll^t dinin'r, 
hi' h.ack tiinied toward the duor, and paid little 
afieiitien to the eoin ('rsat ion. w liich . [)es>esM d no 
;;iti'rest lor liiiii, hut eouhl not help lieariii" every 
word wliieli soiiie jiersons nlio had just I'litereil s.aid, 
as the stood at a window to set' the hnlv pass ]iv. 

“ Xot so rieh, sir r ” said tlie liar-keeper, a voiino 
ereole, to ;i remark made li_v one oftlie strangers; 

not so rieli r 1 ean assure yon, the old gentleman 
had a tidy snm of money when lie came to Louisiana 
some eii^lit \e;irs haek : then he liiin;^;il |)n I’lessi's 
estate on I'aLe Liver, which he ijold a^aln two yt ars 
aflt’r, and tht' I.onl knows how many thousand ih l- 
lars he made hy the bargain. Jlesiiles that, he drove 
a ti’ade in nioiri.i.s, without his wife, who eouliln’l 
be.ir sneh a thim^. knowing anythimj; ahoni il,whieh 
hronyht them in almost a fortune every wt i k ; :ind, 
w ith the three ]il;mt;itious w hitdi he afterwnrds honght 
on the liavon t tpelonsa, and u hieh his w ido« has again 
sold to a I'reneh coinpaii}’ for good liouisi.ina hank- 
Jiotes, she must ha\e nearly half a million in the 
little box whieh the niggt'r always carries at their 
heels. Not rich 1 ” the young fellow then added, a.s 
if talking to hiins<'lf, and in a tone of supreme con¬ 
tempt; “I onlv wish I was heir to olil AV'oIfram, 
J’d tell whether 1 was rich or not.” 

“ 'Woliram ? ” Frank laid down kidfe and fork, and 
looked after the talkative ereole, whom he called to 
him; but the latter saxv and heard nothing, for he 
was so jealous about the denied wealth of the ‘‘ deini 
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luiUioiiiiiri',” that I'raiik was coiiip'ilkd to tap' liis 
glass with Ills luiirc. 

Just as till' iiiillcr starts up when his mill-wheel 
sto])s—_just as the hunter of the western woods is not 
aroused hy the loudest clap ol'thunder, but hears tho 
crawling step of the wolf in the dry leaves—so tho 
sound of metal and glass alleels the body of a waiti'r ; 
and if, through any sudden e.\eitemeiit, he can neither 
see nor liear anything else, that reeals him inslautanc- 
onsly to his duties. 

“ Waiter!” Wildmaii said to the ra])idly apjiroach- 
ing ministering spirit, “ what Wolfram’s that f ” 

‘‘J’roin New Vork, sir.” 

“ State or eity f ” 

‘wSir?” ’ . 

“ Does he eoino from the state or city of New 
York ‘f ” 

J only know a city, sir.” 

“Ah yes; e;in you give me the Cliristian names 
of tlu'se ladies r ” 

“ t’l'rtainly, sir,- directly ; nothing is easier than 
that-—they are on their boxes : the young lady's name 
is Helen; but the old lady- 

-Frank felt that the blood rushed to his temjdes, 
and he sprtnig u]) tjuit tho creole might not see him 
blush. 

So, then, old Wolfram was dead! His first feeling 
was to rush to tin- ladies’ room and greet them as old 
friends : but on the way, the fear all'eeti'd him that 
they were now rich, very rich, aud might receive him 
politely, but not cordially,—aud that was tho last hope 
left him from his childhood; why should he risk its 
destruction ; 
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Ttu'H it (HTiirri'd to Iiini tliat lii> liad altricd so 
Ltrrativ in tlic Iasi Yoars, lliat lie ina'd liai'div li'ar ln'ini; 
lA i/ogniscd br pcojilc to whom lu' had, aftri' all.’hoi'ii 
al',va_\s a st''ani;ri'; and lio (loto'iniin'd to i-onvoi-.si' 
uilh thorn iho lu'xt morning, or poi'lia])s that ovonino 
at siippi'r, and gradually hrinu; tlie oonvorsation to 
their torimT rosidonoe on the Hudson. I’oidiaps tliov 
«ould reinoinhor him liindly, and tlion llioro wonld ho 
plenty of time to maki‘ himself known, and to sav. - 
‘‘The liLcht-hairod, hine-eyed. delicate lad. who cpiit ted 
tiu’ north ;i ]mor orphan, has orown inlii the dark- 
h.iired, hoarded, .•md j)nwerf'id man ; hut his heart ha.s 
('ver remained the s.'iiiie. and he h.as never foreolten 
_\on for a moment through all th.at loni; and sorrow fid 
time;'’ and if they did not rememher him. whv. then 
he would take a polite farewell of them in the morn¬ 
ing, just as w(' do with siranoers whom we meet on a 
j 'Urney: whatever his own fei'llnos mieht he in that 
case, the “.strangers” shoidd never hecome acipiainted 
wit h them. 

AVithlhis determination he walked intothe ',nifdcn, 
partly to distract his thoughts, partlv to await the 
.'irrival of the post-boat, which was sjmcdily (•.vpected. 

.\ loftv China tree stood in front of the feri-y hotel, 
in which a former owner had i'ormed a seat, and built 
a narrow llight of stairs up to it. Close below it ran 
the garden hedge, and the thickly-h‘aved and llower- 
covered hraiudios formed such an impenotrahle wall 
on the side where the road ran along the Mi.ssissippi, 
that no one could bo seen thence in the troi', nor 
Would siijijiose anv one to be there, unless acijuainted 
with the stairs concealed in the hushes. 

The joung inau climbed into thi.s tree, for it 
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aflbnlod a ])r()S|K'cl; down tlic fitroaiii, of a s])ot w’lic!; 
tlio stoaiiKa’ 1)1 list, jiass. liut llio mail-boat arrived 
very late on tliis day, and tlie twilight wet in ; even 
the lirellios begaTi to glisten among the tlowers, and 
AVildmaii was still seated in the tree, listening to the 
gentle innrimir of the river that ran close at his feet, 
and the rustling of tin' leaves. 

(Jeiitly whispei’ing voices beneath him reealled him 
to his senses, and he rose slowly to descend the stejis; 
and return to the hot(d, in whieb the lirst sn]iper bell 
bad bi'en already rung, w hen the voice of one of the 
speakers below made him start, and in listening to it, 
be overhearil what it said. “'Haifa milliminon¬ 
sense!” growled one of the men below, and Frank 
struck his forehead,^ as he strove' to ri'eeil this voice-, 
which summoned np deep, long past, and almost for¬ 
gotten sci-nes. Where- had he be-eirel it .be-feire-, anel 
why eliel the' sounil make him tri'inble involuntarily ? 

“ Anel 1 te'll yon it’s true',” ri'plie'el the' either 
spe'.'ike'i', in whom Frank feincied he) I'l'cogniseil the 
gui'sf who had be'i'n talking with the waile'i'; “■ in the 
ehe'st, wliii'b the nigge-r lugs eifte'r his niistre's.s, are 
the- bank neite's, and tei-meu'row meiruing, with the 
steamer, the beioty will escape us. Such a e'heinee 
eiccurs emly once in life, and it will make our feu’- 
tune-s.” 

Hang it all!” said the othe-r, in a ge'iitle, half- 
su]'])re'sseel voice, and Frank could have sworn it 
be'hmgi'el to an edd ;u'e[uaintanee ; “ if that ’s the'c.'i.se', 
I’d be the last to s;iy ‘no’ to such a plan. Who 
sleeps at night in the house ? ” 

IS'e) erne', w hom we) can’t manage with our crew,” 
was the satisfactory reply. “ The niggers ail live in 
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til.' .11111-11(111:^0% anil lU'Cilii’l liiiDW anyllilii!; nt' llic 
wliidc .■ilt-iii- till iniirniitf;. Wo can coiiviiioo imrschos, 
lioui'Vt r : odiiio to Mi|i|)er \vUli iiio, and al'lorwards 
Vein can-” 

.A dour iijioiiod at, tliis nioiiiotit in tlio lioiisi'. and 
poojilr i-aiiio lip till' road; tlio two liion, thorol'oro, 
liiirriodly ontorod tia' oardoii oato, and AV'ildinan o aid 
no l.piioi'i' iindor.staiid tlio wliisporod words lliov 
iAoliaiij;od. I’nit with the ooiisoionsnoss tliat some 
danger tnonaood Iho ladios, whioh lio inioht prohaldy 
ho ahlo to avert, hut not yot dooidod liow ho .'hoiiid 
do Ml, as ho was not aoipiaiiilod with its o\tont, ho 
lo!t his hidiiio-jdaoo, wlioii ooiivinood that no ono was 
near the Iroo, and wont down to tlio rivor side, in tho 
l.i’sl iiislani/o, to soo whothor a Inat or any oil.or 
V(■^sl'' lay tlioro, and of what doscription it was. lint, 
ho oonld soo nothiiio, oxoojd ono o!'tlio ooinnioii, lai'oo, 
and olnnisy Jlat boats, in whioh l!io liu’iiiors of tho 
iioi'lliorn parts of tho rivor oarrv thoir crops to tho 

atii, and which throi' or linir of tho farming ini'ii, 
with a hired jiilot, simply take down with tlio stream, 
in oi'di'r to sell tlioir goods and tho boat itself in tlio 
lOAi r towns, and thou rotnrn with tlio stoamor homo. 
Could till' nil'll whom he had beard talking under him 
belong to that ? 

'i'he forrv now ('rossod from ftayon .Sarah; in tho 
e.'.oitomoiit jirodiiced by his now discovery ho laid 
(jnite noglootod the arrival of the steam-ho.'it, wliioli 
had, however, landed its jaisseiigers at the opiiosiie 
town, and lie went down to the hank to receive his 
e.vjiected friend. 

'I'his gentleman wa.s a rich yonng Irishman, by 
name Al'Neal, who also intended to purcha.se land in 
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' iliis district, nnd was coming to spend a few weeks on 
AVildmiin’s plaidiition, to e.xaininc tlio various ]danta- 
tions for sale. TIk^ l('rrv-l)oat liad scarcely arrived at 
tlu^ filialing pier, when the bell in the hotel was rung 
the second lime for supper, and*the two friends walked 
liurriedlv on, not to arrive too latent table. AVildmaii 
had horses standing at the hotel to ride home after 
supjier, as had been previously arranged; and though 
he now intended to remain in the ferry hotid, or at 
least in its vicinity, till he kui'W the t wo ladies were 
safe, still he was careful not t-o say anything to that 
clfeet, lest the men who hnda (h'sign against their pro¬ 
perty might b(' induced to take fnidlmr precautionary 
jneasuri's. lie was now curious to see the face of the 
man whom he had heard speaking just before in the 
garden ; and when he entered the suppi'r room, his 
eve rapidly glanced over all the company, to sei' 
whether t.hi're were any familiar fiaitures. ,At this 
inomi'iit he saw the ladies imtering through the opjio- 
site door, and forgetting all around, he was on the 
jioint of r>ishing n]i to them, and .stretching out his 
hand—but gracious, no, that would not do, before all 
the stranger.s; aiul who knows how they would have 
received him? tint how tall and beautiful Helen had 
grown! he wamid hardly ha\’e recognised her had it 
not bi'on for the eye.s* with which she had. looked into 
his when a child, and whieh had been filled with tc'ars 
the last time they parted, because they were never to 
see eaeh other again. 

Ill' wanted to see if they would rceoguise him, and 
took his seat with Al'Xcal right opposite to them, 
lie bowed to thorn, and they returned his salutation, 
but quite as strangers. Helen’s eye was fixed on him 
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f'l'r a-moment, hut she did not recognise the jihivimite 
<jf her vontli, whom tlio hrown tiearil ami ilarh eiirl\- 
liair, as well as sunhunit fi'atiires, had so altered ; and 
how, too, should she exiiect to liiul in the hoiiisiana 
lilantertlie poor I'armer’s lad, who had gone into ser', iee 
so inatiy years bael;, and iK'vor been hiaird ol’again ? 

'■ 'I’roiihle yon for the bread, mister,” a voiee now 
saiil at his side; and when lu! (piiekly turned his 
head in that direction ln‘ almost ntti’red a cry of sur¬ 
prise, for next to him sat - never in life woidd lu; 
have forgotten that sunhnrnt face, with the almost 
woolly hlacli hair, the deeply set, crali v eves, and tin' 
broad mouth with the pearl-white rows of' ti'clli, even 
had not t he terrible scar, which the villain had received 
across the forehead in the hatthiwith the negroes, 
1>een still a more certain witness against him-' 
Hlighton, tin? former mat(' of the Tiirlh'ilurc and that 
was rhe voice he had previously heard in the garden, 
and whose sound had summoned up tin- terrible seenes 
of his early life in all their fearful distinct ness. 

“ Trouble you for the bread, mister,” the stranger 
now repeated, rather impatiently, for the young inan’.s 
earnest glance apjteared to annoy him. 

Frank had great difficulty in mastering him.se]f, 
and handed him the bread with an apology ; his heart 
at the same time heat almost audibly, and he felt that 
the bloo'! had de.serted his chocks ; but if the play¬ 
mate of his youth liad not recognised hi;u, he need 
scarcely fear that from the man w ho had only seen 
him for a short time as a beardless lad, and per¬ 
haps did not remember his e.xistenee. Hut now he 
perfectly comprehended the danger in whieli the 
ladies were, if such a demon iu human form bad 
T 
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lixcd bin gr('(‘<ly c^ycs upon ilicin. A muu to wlioiii 
thor(‘ was nolliiiio sacrod iu this world, who laid spent 
his life in hlood and murder, was ea|)ahh^ of overy- 
lliitiK, even the most, horrihlo; and like liehtniiif'tlie 
thought <-ross<'d his mind, that lie had heard them 
speakinf^ of snllicient “boat’s crew,” so that In- could 
no longer doubt but that these criminals had accom¬ 
plices to assist them iti jndling down tlu' hotel if it 
were necessary. A\ ith a liglit boat they could have 
their bootv so securely concealed in the pathless 
liirests of tlui Ai ississipid, that the very slight police 
of tlu'disi rict would not be able to find it again. 

lie reipdred, indeed, a considerable time to recover 
him.self, and Al‘\cal was t'vou surprised by ids dis¬ 
tracted manner ; b.nt, whispering a few words to him, 
I'Vank beggeil him to follow as if accidentally into the 
the xerand.di after sujiper, and then turned again to 
his right-hand iieighhour and commenced conveivation 
■with perfect calmness. This was not dill'enit. for 
though his former mate had at fli'st regarded him 
with some di.strnst, he now appeared disposed to con¬ 
verse with him, in the hoiH' of finding old. as Frank 
sjiei'dily discovered, whether he intended to pass 
the night here or go over to Hayon Sarah with the 
last ferry-boat. Ije naturally told him what he 
had jindiably already learned from the ostler, that he 
meant to riile home after supper, or at least befoi’i' 
bed-time, as his plantation was only a few miles up 
the stream. 

“ -Ami the other gentleman ? ” 

“ AVill accompany me, of course : y<m’ll find room 
enough lunv,” Wildman added with a smile. 

“ Dll, didn’t mean that, mister, at all,” the sailin' 
csclaimed hurriedly, as he laid one of his broad 
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iiuis\’ular liaiuls on liis iKnulibourV arm, J only a.-;k 
tor till' s^ako of companv ; .1 tion’l like siltino alono t>f 
nioiil.'; in an liotol, and iny brandy ta.stos twice a.s well 
when I have some one to drink witli. .No, mister— 
:ni.''ler--wliars your name r ” 

//7/i/man,’' tlu^ young man ri'plied ; and the Kng- 
li'h j)ronuiu'iation of llu' word reiuk'red it easier for 
him to maintain bis incognito with re.sjn.'ct to the 
indie.s. a> lie ilid not dare, from being .so well known 
bere, to gave a fai.se name. 

'■ ttli. iMr. //VA/maii,” the mate said, eonlidentlv ; 
] knew a lll/i/m:ui in \’irginia.” 

'■ Nlv famiiv Indongs tlieri',” the young planter said 
to eonlirm him in his error; “yoii’vi' come down the 
ri\ er. 1 suppose f ” , 

•• Yes; li’om the north, and .1 want to see how trade 
IS at New Orlean.s.” 

I tow many tons can ;i Hat boat, like that carry r 
W’iidman now asked, to lind out indireetly wiie- 
tlier IJiighton belonged to the boat that lay in the 
ri'.er, and that it was his erew' that laid bt.'en re¬ 
ferred to. 

“How do you know I’m in a Hat boat P ” tin? 
other asked, looking up sharj)ly at him. 

“ Itidn’t you say so just now,r” W'ildinan asked 
< alm!y ; then 1 must have been mistaken. .So you'n; 
l.dving your goods down in a steamer P ” 

“ 1 r no,” the sailor said, w ith some embarrassment; 
“ 1 have no 'ro<)ds—what I said about trade referred 
to something else. Times are very bad just now, and 
lolks ought to be glad when they’ve nothing to sell. 
Indi.in corn doesn’t i’eleh in Nd^w Orleans w hat it costs 
in Ohio, and the poor flat-boatmen are staiw ing. lint 
I 2 
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—by tbc way,” lio tlicn said in a lower tone, 'and 
bending over to IVank, “ what gentleniau is that oppo¬ 
site ? Does h(^ belong to the ladies ? ” 

“ Dll, di'ar, no! ” the young man whispered in 
repl}^; “ that’.s a now doctor, who has come acros.s : 
he lives below Taylor’s pl.antation.” 

“ Down hi'low here ? ” 

“ Yes; 1 believe that the ladii's have no male com¬ 
panions with Ihem AYildman added, who dcsiicd to 
make the villain secure. 

“ Excepting a niggi'r,” the mate remarked. 

“Yes, a negro,” the young man repliid; “but 
the la(lie.s are leaving the table.” j\nd at the same 
time, and almost involuntarily, he also rose to ri'ply 
to the gentle and polite bow- of the ladies as they 
ri’tired. 

11 is neighbour now followed his example, and taking 
his aecompliee by the arm, who had not spoken a single 
word during supper, he led liim to the bar, whispering 
as he went, behind which the little creole had again 
takim his plae(‘, and asked for two brandies for him¬ 
self and his comrade. 

'■ JIalloo, mister!” he then exclaimed, romembei- 
ing hi.s comp.auion at table, “ won’t you drink with us ? 
but w here is he—gone yet ? ” 

“ You mean Mr. AYildman ? ” asked the bar-keeper. 

“ 7/7/(/man, yes ; where is he ? ” 

“ He is probably gone out to look after his horse,” 
the little creole replied ; “ would you like cigars ? ” 

“ Xo, thaukye,” said the seaman, taking his nigger- 
head from his pocket, and biting off a piece. “ By tlie 
way, young man,” he then added, turning to the 
creole, “ cau we have a couple of beds here to- 
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“'('<'d!iiuly, "('ulliMiicn, wliy not ? ” wiis (lio tfatis- 
fact'iry reply.—" in one room ? ” 

“ or course, anil 1 slioulil like it a little hij;!! up - 
at least, not down here,'’ said tlie sailor; “ tlie mus- 
ipiitoes are not so troublesome upstairs." 

'■ Hall! musiputoes.’' lauebeil tlie creole; ‘‘you'll 
sleep under a net, and tbere’s no room up stairs, as 
one portion of tlie floor is not used for sleeping 
lipartments, and tlie rest is occupied by tlie strange 
ladies.” 

*■ -And wlio sleeps down here ? ” 

IS'o one, gentlemen ; we tliri’e shall occupy the 
whole floor aloiii'.” 

“ Ihit what will become of all the other jieoplewho 
supped with us r ” Blighton asked incredulously, for 
it really seemed as if everyt hing t uriied out /eo favour¬ 
ably for his scheme, 'i'he I’reole soon removed his 
doubts, for according to his statement, the guests all 
resided in the vicinity, and either crossed with the last 
fi rry-boat back to Bayou Sarab, or rode to their own 
jilantations. lie added, “ They freijuently comedown 
to the hotel, eitiii'r to hearthe news from New Orleans, 
or to jilay a game of whist or enehre, and only sjiend 
the night at the hotel when they have missed the boat, 
or have drunk so much that th^y cannot keep in the 
saddle.” 

Till.!, was the report the .stranger received, and 
ordering the bar-keeper to have their beds ready by 
the lime they returned, the two men left the house 
and the garden, at whose gate they remained standing, 
and after looking round them cautiously, walked doun 
to the river bank. 
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ClIAPTEE XXYIIJ. 

THE NTTillT ATTACK, AN1> WUAT THE NKUJFB 
TllOrOUT OF IT. 

Frank’n sclifliiM' to the robbers. The mate sets to work 

once. The waiter is hIIoiiccmI. The ascent of the Htiiirs. The 
on tlje wateh. I'raiik to the rescue. The attack. 

The jiiratee are tlefeated and bikeii prisoners. 

Hi'T tlicy liad iK't liecn imwatclxMl, for WiMman aiul 
M'Noal won' stamliii" on tlic road, just opposite tlio 
boat, in tlio deep shade of a loafv Pecan tree, over- 
ffrown with grey moss. Frank liad told his fricrnl 
liurriedly of his snspieions, and tlii-y now wished to 
convince themselves whether Blightou and his com¬ 
rade really helong('d to this boat, and expi-cted assist¬ 
ance from it. 

“.And what now?" Al'Xeal whispered, when the 
two had disappeared on board the boat ; “ I wish I 
was a mon.se, to overhear their consultation.’’ 

“ AVe don’t need it,” AVildman said, seizing his arm, 
and leading him a ’ittle way across the meadow 
behind them, in order tle.it any wateh on board tlm boat 
might not see they were observing it. “ I know that 
the villains have determined on getting possession of 
the widow’s money this very night; it is a matter of 
perfect indiHerence to them Aoic, for they run the 
same risk whether they commit a murder or not. At 
any rate, they will let some of their comrades into the 
hotel, for they will first attempt to settle the m-gro 
alone, and fly with the money ; but if that don’t sue- 
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i-Of'tl, ilii'v will put their way to their boat, which is * 
jirobal'ly h<‘lJ only hy a single rope, anil so escape.’’ 

“And your plan r’’ .ashed AI'iNeal. 

“ It is as Idllows,’’ the younfj tlerman hastily re¬ 
plied. •• We must first of all leave the luUel tojjether 
on liorsehaek ; but then you'll ride at full speed to 
the Judire, and beg him, in my name, to send back tlie 
constable and a warrant for thus I’lighlon’s arrest, I he 
■former mail' of a notorious pirate, a;;^\\ell as to .seize 
the boat l.'ing here, on board which explanations of 
a good many tilings will jirobably he found. See that 
you knock up some of otir nidglibours, and bring t hem 
to help ; we cannot be too many, for, if all is as I fear, 
we may expect a furious resistance on their part.” 

“ .Vnd where will you remain in the tnean lime.r’’ 
asked the yotttig Irishmati. 

“ 1 know every eo.-ner in the house, ’ Wihlman re¬ 
plied. “ I’ll put up my horse at llar(ier's, and come 
back across the iields. The little room xibere the 
creole sleejis is tilways ojh ii ; I’ll creep in at the 
xvindow there, wake him, and keep gu.ard till you 
come ; but, tor Heaven’s saki-, make haste, for the 
villains might set to work sooner than we anticipate. 
Whatever 1 can do to delay their attack, 1 will—and 
now, to work.” 

And with these words they again entered the court- 
vai’tl, win re \\ liiinnin ordered their horses to be brou;.;ht 
out. and wrote a couple of lines in the littie bar to the 
judge, xvl.icb M .Veal wa.s to deliver, ami mounted 
xtith his friend at the very moment that Jllighton and 
his comrade returned from the bout, uiid stepped to 
speak to them. 

•• Hailoo, mister!” cried the mate to his former 
. ta’ole companion, “on board already ? J ibought that 
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■WO were goiriff to drink a glass together, and you Were 
off like a shot! ” 

“Thank ye, tliank ye,” Wildman replied, as he seized 
the reins; “we’ve a long road before us, and it’s 
getting late. Good night, gentlemen! ” And driving 
the spurs into his horse’s flunks, ho flew along the 
smooth, level road, which ran along close by the side 
of the HI is^i^sippi, and was only separated from it by 
an endiankiiieiit^ 

The tv\o sailors remained stationary, and looked 
after them, till the echo of their horses’ hoofs had 
died away in the distance; and Blighton’s comrade 
growled after thern - 

“ Good night, eh ? At any rate it’s a good begin¬ 
ning that you two are underway.” 

Blighton ."-hook his head, and said gloomily— 

“Devil taki' the scoundrel, his face don’t please me; 
and I've seen ihosi' largo blue eyes somewhere before. 
Yes, and worse still, they’ve seen me, too, hut the 
devil knows where; and their owner doesn't api)eur to 
remember, either. But ho started when he first saw 
my faee, and who knows if we shouldn't have doetoreJ 
uj) an old aeipiaintanci- if we had remained much longer 
together r ” 

“ HVell, at any rati' they’re ofl',” said the other, “ and 
it’s a (]uestion whether you’ll ever see them again.” 

“ I shouldn’t w ish it to one of us, after w hat will 
happen to-night,” growled Blighton; “but 1 don’t 
trust the fellow exactly, even now, though he had got 
on horseback ten times and ridden otf; his first sur¬ 
prise was too evident, and he had a great deal too 
much to say to the young Paddy afterwards.” 

“ You don’t ri'aily imagine he has any idea of our 
plan for to-night ?” the other sailor hurriedly asked. 
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“'Not that,” laughed Kligliton, “ or he wouldn't 
have been sueh a fool as to ride off, when, if we have 
any luck, we shall have finished our task in an hour. 
But he can come again to-morrow morning, and if he 
has any suspicions now, what he sees then w ill con¬ 
firm them. But, what matter,” he added, with a 
hoarse laugh, and turned to re-enter the house, “he’ll 
find the lu'st emj)ty and the birds flown. Still, I’d Hke 
to know where I really saw thos(^ big blue eyes.” 

In the hotel till seemed still very busy ; the guests 
were jilaying ctirds at several tables, and the creole 
had enough to do in serving them with tin- spirits and 
v\in(‘s they called for. Blighton, however, who ap- 
jieared to bo earelessly lounging from one ltdde to 
the other, employed his time .in making himself 
aeipitiinted, tis ftir as ho could, with the iirrangetnetits 
of the house. lie even took a light and walked up¬ 
stairs, where, however, the negro soon ;i|>peared, and 
on his btiititig that he was looking for the room 
he had oeeiqiied a week before, the negro told him 
that all the rootns were engaged, atid that he wamld 
have to content hitnself with one on the ground 
floor, 

“ Halloo, mi.ster, what did you want uj> there?” 
the creole asked him, ineetitig jiim at the fool of the 
stairs when he came dowti ; “ 1 told you all the u]i- 
stair rooms were engaged.” 

“ Oh, hang it,” the .sailor muttered, “ I was so full 
of thought, that I walked upstairs with the light, till 
the nigger's black face came across m\ bows.” 

“Do you want to go to bed ?” the creoh' asked. 

“ Yes, presently ; but I’m still too thirsty; give 
me first a eoujile of braudies warm, that’ll make me 
sleep all the better.” 
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It would have been against the waiter’s interest to 
contradict such an assertion, but the ringing of the 
glasses suniinoned him to the other end of the room, 
and he was forced to leave the extraordinary guest to 
bis own devices. 

Quito in accordance with Elighton’s wishes, the 
gamblers did not feel disposed to remain lute this 
evening at the hotel; it was not yet ten o'clock, and 
the last had already mounted their horses, and startl'd 
homewarils. The negro lad, who assisted in waiting, 
put out the lights, and left the house, in order to go 
over to the negro cabin, situated across tin; court. 
Tlie cri'w of the Hat boat also appeared to be very 
busy; they were pulling in tlieir cable, and pushing 
otf from land into the river. “ Halloo, whither away 
BO late?” one of the horsemen shouted to tliem, 
“ you’re in a precious hurry.” 

‘•{Jo to the devil!” was the polite ri'ply of the 
boatmi'ii, and they laid them.selvi's at the same time 
on their creaking s\\cep8, to get the boat free from a 
little jiromontory that jutted out near them. 

“ 1 should like to know why the fellous are getting 
underw.ay at this lime of night,” .said one rider to the 
other, as they galloped down th(> rivt'r-baidt. 

“ The moon’s just rising,” the other .said, howevi'r, 
“ and they probably want to take advantage of it ; by 
to-mornnv's dawn, they could gi't a long way down the 
river,’’ 

As the boat retired further from the shore, and dis- 
appeared in the darkness, the sounds of the horses’ 
hoofs died aw.ay, as thej' hurried home; but close 
under llu' bank lay the vessel’s jolly-boat, manned l>y 
four men. who had taken in their oars, and did not 
betray their jua'seuce by the slightest sound. 
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Th the hotel all had become quiet, and the tired 
creole seemed to wish his guests also a-bej. 

“ Gentlemen, if you wish to go to bed,” he at last 
addressed the two men, who had jwobahly onU awaited 
his own departure, " tliis is your room and he opened 
a door on the left hand, 'flic room contained live 
beds, of which two were intended for the strangers, 
the others were nnoeenj)ied. 

“ Hut we haven’t had our night-cai' yet, "Willis.” 
Hlighton said with a laugh, and removed his quid 
fro .^1 his month, in c.xpeetation of the coming 
enjoyment. 

“ 1 have alta'ady loehed nj) the bar,” said Hu; young 
fellow. 

“ Will it be too inneh trouble fo turn a key, and so 
earn another ([uarter dollar.” growled Hlighton; ” I 
tak(; brandy, th.it I may not forgid old habits.” 

d’lu' creole took his kev out of his pocket again 
with a rather angry countenance, and gave the two 
strangers the required draught. He then locked up 
again, and wind, with a “Good night, gentlemen," 
into bis own little room, which was ju.st o(qio.^ite to 
theirs, and separated by a corridor. 

Hlighton took the light, and went with his comrade 
into their sleeping-room, but it wa.s only a pretence. 
l)ee[) silence reigiu d in the whole boose, and the two 
criminals extinguished their light, and gently opened 
the door, to eoininenee their nnlioly work. 

“.Shall we wait till the creole sleeps'” wliisperid 
AV’illis in his comrade's ear, “ or set to work at oiiei' r” 

“ 1 would rather he w’.as a^leep,” tlie reply wat 
given with equal eaiition, “if I was not afraid w 
should waste too much time; but as wi- can't tell lio.v 
lolig the all'air up aloft will take us, we had better .s t 
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to work at oneo. T will creep up to the door,’and 
you can then call him ; when he wakes, I’ll make sure 
of him.” 

“ Hut no unni cossarv bloodshed,” said "Willis, laying 
Ids hand on his comrade’s arm ; “ you are accustomed 
to it from your HeH-faring life, and you get bodies out 
of the way there easily enough; but here thi'y leav(( 
awkward stains, which arc unpleasant, and frequently 
useless witnesses.” 

“ Hut it’s always tin; safest,” Hlighton remarked. 

“ Mo, no,” said AVillis, anxiously ; “ only make him 
harmless; it is much easier working, when we know 
that we haven’t the noose always over our heads.” 

“Humbug!” lllighton hissed; “but 1 don’t care; 
you’ll havi^ to answer for it, if the young villain gets 
us into a mess. iS;ife is safe;” and tlien he crept in 
his stockings to the opposite door. Willis then opened 
his own, and called the lad. No reply ; he called 
again—all was (piiet. Blighton listened, but coidd 
not hear the slightest sound. 

“ foufusion !” he muttered to himself; “the 
scoundrel can't have smelt a rat, and jumped out of 
window ?" He laid his hand gently on the latch, and 
opened the door .as eautiou.sly as possible, but when 
he listened, a demoniac siuih' crossed his fi atures. 
'Phe wearieil hid had taken otf his clothes, and tluui 
thrown himself on the bed, where he slept gently and 
soundly, and the robber erejit up and leynt over him. 

Willis had followed him then', and after a couple 
of whispered words, they suddenly threw themselves 
upon him, so that the sleeper, ere he was able to wake, 
or even understand what was being done to hiin, lay 
securely gagged, and firmly bound in his bed, so that 
he could neither move, nor utter the slightest cry. 
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T4)c creole tlefended himself at first with all his • 
strength, for, thus aroused from his first slee[i, he 
reasonably expected the worst; but he w as in liands 
much too practised and certain, and all his struggling 
was of no further use than to wear him out, and at 
last he gave himself up passively to his fate. 

Blighton watched him carefully, and for that pur¬ 
pose opened the window-shutter just above his head. 
When the prisoner lay (piiet, he turned awa}' from 
liim, and said to his companion :— 

“ He’ll do for the present ; but still, it is not the 
safest and I only hope we mayn't have to re]ieiit 
it. Do you stop luTt' and listen awhile, whether all 
remains (jniet. and I’ll cree|> ujistair.s, ami see what is 
to be done with the nigger.” 

■■ You won't be able to eompier him alone,” Willis 
warned him, ” and, in the end, he’ll alarm the whole 
house.’’ 

“ Leave that to me,” said Blighton ; '■ keep a che'ir 
path for m(> down here, and I'll manage the rest. 
Are the fellows at their ])osts?” 

“ George attended to that; they are waiting under 
the tulip-tree at the door for the appointed signal; the 
door is open.” 

“ Good ; then we lua-d not fear for our own safety, 
for if we miss our mark, w hich is now very improbable, 
thev cannot jirevent our escape with the couple of 
niggers in the hou.sc, .so take card'’ and leaving his 
comraile, he crept like a snake over the pas.sage towards 
the stairs, whose turnings he had already carefully 
uottid, and crawled rather than walked upstairs. 

But Ivre he had to contcuil with an accident, which 
detained him longer than he e.xp(*cted. Some of the 
stairs creaked, and he could only trust his weight on 
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them with the •'rcatest caution, lest he might awaken 
the negro, and so utterly ruin their so carefully- 
designed scheme. Only very slowly, and waiting for 
a while after every creak, to listen whether anything 
was stirring, he .at last reached the landing, and the 
little ante-room, where he hud seen the negro’s camp- 
bed jjreviously. llis dark lantern, which he had 
brought with him, he left, however, on the top stair, 
for the stream of light might liavo betrayed him too 
8oi>n, and ht^ now listened for the regular breathhig of 
the sleejter. 

It was .all silent; not a sound reaeln^d his*e.»r, with 
the e.xeeplion of the nibbling ttadh of a mouse, which 
was gnawing the skirting-board. 

Could tlu^ negro be awaki- ? lllightou stopjted for 
nearly a quarter of an hour, to convince himself of the 
fact. At last he heard the gentle respiration of some 
slta'per—it reached his ear at regular inteiaals- -and 
then all again was (piiet, till it reia)mmeniaal, and now 
he must really be asleei), for the breathing becaiiu' loud 
and nasal: and Hlighton drew his heavy knife with a 
triumphant smile, and felt his way to the bed. 

(iracious. how the fellow .snored—Willis must hear 

it below.and such long pauses intervening, that it 

quite gave him a start, when it hegaii again, lie 
slept like a hear—but all the better, and the assassin 
raised his lantern, which he now fancied he could 
safely ti.s<‘, and glided quickly, though still very cau¬ 
tiously, towards the bed of the nigger, who must be 
put out of the way before anything could be done. 
'J’lie door of the ladies’ room would then be broken 
open in a second, and with a gleaming knife before 
their eyes, they would give up the money-box without 
hesitation. Bligbtou had managed worse atfairs than. 
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and laii^licd savagtdy to himself, when he thinijjht * 
how famously everything was going on. 

But the rohher was mistaken in one resjieet. for 
though he had set about the execution of his projeet. 
much .sooner than AVildinan had imagined jxis.sible, still 
Blighton erred with respect to the nigger, who was 
not aslee]) at his post, as he fancied, Imt had heard 
ll]i‘ creaking of the first step, and had his suspicions 
aroused hy it. The black was by no means defenee- 
less, f(Tr .'1 heavy bow ie-knife lay umh'r his pillow, and 
seizing this, he calndy awaitcii the approach of the 
rilT)Tte i"^ '<^io, he did not the least doubt, would boll 
directly lie saw he was detected: he l•onld not have 
the slightest idea of the actual danger which hoM-red 
over himself and his two ladies, for he was not aware of 
the eharaeler of the m:in with whom he .had to ileal. 

Thus he lay tiil Blighton reaeln-d the landing and 
stopped to eateh the bn-athing of the sleeper; but 
when all remaimd quiet, and the negro remarked 
what the nightly visitor was waiting for, he ileter- 
Jiiined to entiee the thief, by pretending to he a-leeji. 
In this he was perfect ly successful, and gliding hehiyd 
the bed and rolling his thick wooileii blanket round 
his k'ft arm. to guard olf a stab or cut, he laid the 
slntrp weajion in his right hand, and quietly awaited 
the approach of the enemy. ' 

C’autiou-B. but with clenched teeth, the robl.icr 
a]q)ro;iehed the bed. from w hich he fancied the regular 
breathing reached his ear—be had now l■o!ne so close, 
that In could lid the bedstead. lie geiith stretched 
out his hand, atnl his fingers toueheil the mattress, 
lie had,rcadn d his dcslitiation, and advancing one 
step fartiier, he opetieil tite dark lantern, and — fmml 
a pair of large glislcning eyes, under w hich two rowa 



288 


FBAKK WILDMAS’S ADVENTUnrs. 


of brilliantly wliito tcctli were grinningly displayed— 
fixed upon bitn, from the other side of the bed. 

“Halloo, Itlassa!” the negro cried at the same 
moment, who fancied he had recognised in the sudden 
flash the man who had paid him a visit once before 
that night. “ AVliat! you here again—looking for a 
bed? nh! ah! fie ISlassa, fie,—sneak away now like 
a drowned d<ig—fie, Massa!” 

But Hcijiio was mistaken in fancying that the 
detected robber would sneak away abaslu'd, for though 
Bligliton had closed the lantern again, on seeing the 
negro’s watchful eye opposite him, he only-did it to 
give Willis the apiiointed signal to join him. 

But the light whistle had scarcely eclioed through 
the emjity house, before the faitliful in-gro, who now- 
perceived that he would have to do willi more than 
one assailant, and then would not be able to repel 
their attack, bounded over the bed and tried to master 
the thief. I’ortunately, he had the woollen blanket 
still round l\is arm, for Blighlon scarce perceived In's 
enemy rusbing on bim, than he made a dcsjierate stab 
at him, and would have run the broad sharp blade 
most assuredly into his body, had not the point been 
caught in the soft elastic folds of the wool. Scii)io, 
however, scarce felt the blow than he involun¬ 
tarily clutched at the' arm to prevent a repctiiion of 
it, and thus let his own weapon fall. But being of 
immense strength, he seized the robber in his arms, 
and In' suceceded at least in knocking the weapon 
out of his hand, and it fell close to the stairs. 
Blighton, repeating the summons to his comrade, 
threw himsclffuriouslyonthe negro, and hurling him to 
the ground by the exertion of his whole strength, ho 
tried, though in vain, to grasp the knife, which had 
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fallT'u from his "rasp, and so p\it a speedy and san¬ 
guinary end to the fight. The negro writhed under 
liis grasp, and .also shouted for lielp. 

Steps were lieard hounding up the stairs. 

“ (,)uick, AVillis, quick 1 ” tlie robber sail]; “ give 
me your knife to cut this shouting villain’s throat. 
Here.” 

Where ? ” said the voiei', and an arm was slrete!«‘d 
out to feel the eombatanfs. 

*• Here’s my hand ! ” said I’lighton. 

lid there’s mine!” was the rejil^-, aecompanied 
by .oiTlT)^ which hurled the robber senseless to tl.'c 
ground. 

It was AWldmaii iii.stead of the expeeli'd AVillis, who 
had arri\e<l opportunely to help the tlireatened negro, 
and though he had returiieil at full speed from 
Harper’.s, he had arrived all but too late to avert 
misfortune from the beings he so dearly loved. 

AVhen he ajiproaehed the house carefully and hojied 
to enter unperceived, he found the place uiidi-r tl.e 
window occupied by one of the boat’s crew, who had 
lain dow n here on watch, and did not ajipenr ineliiii-d 
to rise without some special inducement. (Hiding cau¬ 
tiously back, he re-entered the bushes, mounted the 
tree, and let him.self down froqi it on to the hedge, 
to approach the house from another side. C’niwlirig 
on the outside, he noticed that the flat boat had 
left its place, and gliding down to the bank, he 
perceived in the shaiie of the little group of pecan 
trees, the boat, which lay fastened with a coni, 
and unguarded. He now quickly understood tl.e 
stnitagen»of the men, who had got rid of the clumsy 
flat boat, and intended to pull after it when tliey had 
c 
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effected the robbery: if he cut off their escape ’he 
would con8oc|ueiitly have the villains in his power. 
The lo.ss of time, too, would not be much, and glidincf 
down by means of the roots of the tree, he soon reached 
the water’s edg(' and the boat. 

A luirrietl cut with his hnife severed the thin cord, 
ho puslu'd the boat out into the river, and he soon 
had the satisfaction of seeing it drift rapidly after 
down the stream. But, in doing this, tnany precious 
moments had been lo.st, and hurrying back a<?ross the 
road to another ])art of the gard(‘n, he soon reach^'i 
th(“ window of the room in which the creole slept. 
The window was not fastened, the shutttT was wide 
oi)en, and elimhingon a cask that stood beneath it, he 
soon entered the room. 

“Jean, Jean!’’ ho whispered, and shook the boy, 
“ Jean, what on earth is the matter with you ? ” 

The poor t)oy writhed on bis bed, but th(> tightly- 
fastened cords did not give way; and AVildman, jiassing 
his baud (iver the boy’s face, immediately felt the gag, 
and now knew that the robbers had commenced their 
task BO far sni'cessfully. The blood ran icily through 
his veins ;—what had taken jdacc, and had he after all 
arrived too late? But he soon conquertal every other 
feelingwlu-n action wa; needed, and feeling for the cord, 
ho soon cut it through with his knife. A few seconds 
later the creole was free, but Wildman’s hand was on 
his mouth, and elntching more firmly his loaded stick, 
he gently opened the door. He listened—all was 
silent,—when suddenly a low whistle was he.ard from 
above, and ho was hurrying towards the stairs, when 
a voice cried to him:— 

“ 1 lore, Tom or Bill; up with you, quick—it’s time! ’’ 

“ 1 see it!” Frank replied, and making a blow in 



TilE ATTACK. 


2P1 

ti.v (lark at the speaker, which levelled him to ilie* 
;.;n)Uiul, he reached the ^tair-head in a few bounds, 
just in time to help the negro. 

Hut with this tile victory was far from being gained, 
for the whislh', as well as the subsctjiu'ut noi.-e, was 
heard only too clearly by the .sailors waiting witliout. 
who entered the house, but could not immediately 
liiid the stairs. 

'• To tlie landing, to the landing!” the negro cried 
tit this iiiometit. hearing the voices below, and after all 
jit l it hail occurred, naturally inferred that it was a 
ivnTTWci^uent f >r the robbers ; “ we may be able to 
keeji the grotind till help conies.” Feeling for his 
knif' in great alarm, he picked uji the robber's instead, 
and dragged his bed.<te:id and mattress across tint 
stair-head, just at the tiioinetit when tile four sailors 
were hastening up to the a.ssistaiiee of their comrade. 

“Confusion !” they shouted, however, on jierceiving 
the re.'istance that awaited them here, while the little 
creole was yelling ten thousand murders in the yttrd. 
J'ora mometit, they hesitated whether they should risk 
the atttiek or nut; but Hllghtoti was in the hands of 
the enemy, and should they leave him to be exeeuted, 
w bile it was still ill their Jiower to save him ? 

“.Forwards!” shouted one ^of the band, and firing 
his pistid at the negro, he followed the bullet imme¬ 
diately iti order to firee his way througii. Scipio was 
woutided, but ho held his ground, atid Frank struck 
the as.siiilatit across the temples, just as the three 
others rusheii upon him siinultaticously. 

“ .'surroutid the liouse ; hurrah, my boys, we haie 
theni!”,a voice was heard shouting in the street, and 
the alamping of horses id.'.o reuehed their ears. 

V 2 
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“ Tlic devil! ” the assailants yelled, and stdod 
moti(ndc88 from terror. But S<Mpio, seizing the oppor¬ 
tunity, lifted the mattress and threw it on the assail¬ 
ants, who fell backwards down the stairs. Tuo 
escaped the fall, and soiight to fly, while the negro 
seized the third ; but the neighbours had drawn them¬ 
selves u|> round the liouse, by direction of the con¬ 
stables, and prevented any chance of eseaj)c. AVillis 
alone, on recovering from the stiinning blow he had 
received, sprang across the road, and succeeded in 
reaching the bank where he know the boat lay ; l)jil 
AV’ililiuan’s precaution had cut oil'this mode 7)1'escape, 
and a (|uarter of an hour later, the captured robbers 
lay bound in the verandah, g\iarded by the constables. 


rn.\pri:H :xxix. 

IN WHICH OVU STOKY ENDS, OF COVESE, VEHV 
IIAFFU.V. 

k*’ratik iimkoH iiltiiHuIf known to the matt*. The latlit-n rotuin 
liiin thfir thanks. Vrauk finds tlial Hfifii lias nol forj/ultcrii 
him aflor all. Kctribulion. Our Ikto receives the rewani 
of his |KUsevvraucc. 

n 

A MKSSENOEit who had been sent to the magistrate 
returned with that gentleman before breakfast time, 
and the prisoners were handed over to the shcrilf, 
to 1)1- kept in the adj.aeeut prison till their trial 
came on. 

Just ns they were being led away, AVilJnian walked 
up to the fetU'red mate, who had recovered ''nun the 
blow, and standing before him with folded arms, he 
said, looking fiercely at him:— 
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“ Anil V'lii (Idu'I r('oo^ni.«(' mo, cninraiU' ? ” 

“• Coiiirai.li' ■*” slioulcii tjic jiirato. and looked 
snvaoelv in liie llasliin" tiliie eves of llie voiino man. 
“ Comrade r ’—lie was iineonifortalde. for the ■.■tranter 
knew more of him fh.an he liked: 1ml he shook his 
liead, and prowled— 

*■ .\ lot of seamps po ahoiit the world, who are vi-rv 
like one aiiotlier—I don't know voii.” 

‘■.And has .Air. Jlilphton i-i-allv forpotleii hi.s old 
slewarii: " 

The rohher started as if a serpent h:id sfnnp him, 
aiullii.s Mas tiAfd for a moment in horror on tlie 
features of the voum; (ierman. .And now. imh-od, for 
the lirst time, a thoiipht of Ilipht sn.-mod to strike 
him, for he looked round wihljj., and tori' at his 
honds ; hill the eonstahle tappod him lauohinpiv on 
the shoiihh r. and said, shakinp his hi-ad 

■■ Cseless ti'oiihle, m_v lad, those cords will hold, 
and if they don’t suit you, you eaii soon haye a hotter 
one. And now, off with um ; you ha\e poisoned the air 
here lonp enough, for the ladies are eominp, and we 
will not spoil thi'ir enjoyment of the heaiiliful niorninp 
h_y seeinp your seonndrel face—he oil'with you ! ” 

The [irisoiiers were led aw;iy, to he piiinlshed .soon 
after, liliohtou hy hanpinp, ai^d the others hy im¬ 
prisonment. The magistrate had. in the meanwhile, 
explained to the ladies the imminent danger they liad 
been in during the night, and assured them ihat they 
had to thank solely the eautioms and boh! behayiour 
of a young Oerman planter, for saving their property, 
perhaps their life. Sei])io, who had only Imeii slightly 
wounded, in the arm, informed tliem also of his ow n 
preservation by liis means, and the ladic.s could .“carce 
wait fof Ms arrival to express their gratitude. 
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TJut there were u great many people in the verarxlah, 
and they begged the judge to call him into the lunise. 

Prank Wildinan obeyed tlie suiimions witlj a beat¬ 
ing heart: the hour had now arrived whieh he had 
longed for during so many j'ears; it was such a 
glorious moment, for he could regard himself as the 
saviour of these dear beings, and 3 ct he was afraid 
of recognition ; ho feared a meeting, whieh onl\' 
shortlv bid'ore he would gladl}' have purcliasial with 
all he called his own. 

“ Hoiioureil sir,” tlu- elder lady began, when he 
approached them, and Helen blushing deeply "tTT nt to 
meet him, not with cold words, but with a warm 
pressuri! of the hand, to thank him for their preserva¬ 
tion—lloiunired sir, we owe yon, a jierfeet stranger, 
such gratitude for your conduct this night, that I 
really do not know how to express it.” 

“And am I reallv so utterly unknown to you?” 
th»> young (lerman stammered, as he sei/.ed tiie young 
lady’s oll’ered hand—“ Cannot you really n iiieniber 
me, i\rrs. Wolfram--Miss Helen?” 

“ llless my soul !” said the old laily, and regardid 
him with surprise--" I really cannot remember.” 

Helen felt that th.e hand, resting in her.s, trembled, 
and she only recpiired one glance, and the bloo.l w hich 
had so ri'cently suil'used Iut ehei'ks now poured back 
to her heart .as she gently whispered :— 

“ Prank AVildmau !” 

“ pRink Wiidmanl” the old lady repe.ated, w ith 
really unbounded surprise—“ I'rank AVildman, why, 
bless my soul! our old dear Prank!” and drawing 
the young man to her, she f»-ll on his neck, and, 
kissed and embraced him, as if he were still liic boy 
whom she had learned to love in his 
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whose hard lot she had so often inourned, and wlioiii 
she liad laiiK'iitcd as dead, wlien she heard nolhii!£r 
more about him, and fancied lie must liave jierished. 

Tli(i worthy old lady had ever been a mother to 
him. and AVildmau’s tears also flowed unrestrained: he 
was not ashamed of them—tluy wi're tears of joy. 

Airs. AVolfram would tiot suffer file youui; man to 
leavr- lier a^ain, and he was obliged to tell tliem all 
fhat had ha|)])eued to him siiiee their parting. Ah! 
she knew t he sill her deceased liushaiid had eommiff ed, 
auTMi^jt it Xod been Frank’s inherilatiee to w hieh they 
owed all their riches, for an evil eouseience had not 
suil’ered the old man to die, without li.nint^ li^hfeneil 
Ids luairt ill some measiiri' by eoid'essln;; it toldswif'. 
l?ut the time had now arrived. «h<h tin re was at least 
a ])ossiliilit\ of reijuitiiig him fir a portion of what he 
had so iuuoeeutly suifered, and she seemed iplile reso¬ 
lute not to lit if pass. 

Hut where .oiild 1 find words to describethc happi¬ 
ness of our young friend ? If w as a happy, blessed era, 
whieh eonittietieed from this day. 

All the suffering and ndsfirtune he liail endured in 
the lung, tedious years, were forgotten ; firgotlen too 
w.as the pain, which had so freipiently eontraeled hiu 
heart, when he thought fhat he'was to end his days 
alone and friendless. The objeel was gained, for 
whieh he had striven faithfully and boldly with his 
brave, courageous heart ; tlie beloveii heings, the only 
ones loft him on the wide world, were standing healthy 
and happy before him, and were uttering words of 
affection which sounded so strange, and yet so dear 
to his eftr, and a new life lay before him, a life 
full of light and happiness, and sunshine, which he 
had hikHerto fancied would never dawn for him. 
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Madame Wolfram, however, did not go with her 
daughter to New Orleans, as she had intended on the 
previous day, and still less to Germany, whither she 
had proposed to return. 

On the very same day she sp »kc openly and clearly 
with the young man, about the occurrences at his 
former home which forced him to leave the Hudson ; 
confessed herself to be heavily indehteil to him, and 
declared herself most gladly prepared to rep.ay him 
honostly as far as lay in her power, and could bo 
effected by means of money and matcrind alh^tiffii. 
She was never wearied of telling tin? iu;w!y recovered 
friend, who had made her still more his debtor by his 
bold deed, how happy this would remhT her. 

liut Frank, too, was happy; he did not reipiire 
money—his homo was already jjrcjiared ; and a few 
months later, he condueted the })laymat(' of his youth, 
as his loving bride, to his plantation on the Atehafa- 
laya; and the Wildman family was regarded, not only 
among the richest, but also the most respeetisl and 
beloved of all in the wide and niaguiticeat t'alley of 
the Mississippi. 


renms » cox (xxet.) mb vnua, bxxit ux trixn. 






